
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner - What will this Advent be for us? 
 

 With this Advent Sunday we begin a new liturgical year (year A in the Lectionary) and so I wish you a 
truly Blessed New Year! Advent, what does it mean to us, all those days before Christmas which we call “Advent”? 
Will this time called Advent really matter to the way I will think and live these next four weeks? Well, yes, that is at 
least to what we are invited! Advent time is God’s gift to us so that we might be nourished and draw strength.  

 Very early on Christians looked on this darker and colder time as a gentler time, when the community would 
slow down in its activities and work and when they would remember their roots, sing songs and open the Scriptures to 
those stories of promise which gave hope despite the challenges and difficulties they were living.  

 We obviously live in different times in this 21st century and yet also in similar times. We are not living in a 
culture that respects in the same way the change of the seasons. We may wonder why our forefathers and 
mothers saw this “Advent” time to be a time of remembering and reflection, of repentance and fasting, of 
longing and hoping for an ultimate fulfillment not-yet-found. But at the same time when we do stop and slow 
down, when we do reflect and remember, we too have to admit that there is something about our own world 
that is incomplete. We too look at today’s world, and we feel, and we know that, despite all the good done by so 
many wonderful people in our world, there is also something terribly out of joint, that injustices continue to hurt and 
wound an awful lot of people, that self-centeredness, hatred, violence and war, are all too often the means of dealing 
with relationships. We know that God’s creation of which humans are only stewards is being held hostage by a few 
who exploit the environment, land, water and air for the benefit of a few. We know that all too often in our modern 
world we make idols and heroes of people in sports, entertainment and business but forget or ignore those who truly 
give of themselves for others to better the world. 

 Each one of us and we all together as a community, as a country, we can make a long list of things that we 
need to cry out about, even when we have to admit we often avoid doing so because it is such a downer! And yet we 
do need to do just that, so that we might wake up as individuals and as a world, so that we might change and long for 
those things that are possible if only we set our minds, our hearts and our actions to them.  

 Well, that is what Advent is all about. A time of being watchful and receptive, open to the realities of our world, 
the darkness as well as the light present there. Yes, there are many distractions from all that and it is easy to get busy 
instead with the myriad of things we are told need to be done before Christmas but which we know deep down in our 
hearts will not satisfy us. So, let this Advent be different. Let us, like Mary, carry in silence in our womb our 
longings and the longings of our world. Let us, like Mary and Jesus, allow God to rewrite the story of our life 
and to reshape us like the potter shapes the clay. Let us, like Mary, listen for the longings and the promises that 
warm our hearts and the hearts of the world, longings and promises which ultimately come from God and which we 
know in faith will be fulfilled by God alone. Advent invites us to depend on those promises and find in them, and in 
them alone, our security. Advent invites us to allow God’s grace to make our faith more profound, to make our 
hope grow stronger, to make our love find greater intensity all around us. After all, grace empowers change 
and growth and new beginnings. Grace makes it possible for God to be reborn in us. Grace especially helps us 
prepare for the moment which we know will come upon each one of us when we as humans have an ultimate and final 
encounter with a loving and merciful God, whenever that moment will come. That is why we need to prepare in 
watchful waiting, in attentive silence, and in expectant listening to God’s presence, to God’s Spirit, within and around 
us, and persevere!  

 Take home one of the Advent booklets which give short daily meditations that can enrich your day. Make an 
Advent wreath at home and take five minutes each evening in silence and prayer. 

 Let us also begin by being reconciled with God and with each other as we celebrate together at St. 
Elizabeth’s our communal Sacrament of Reconciliation this coming Friday, December 2 at 7:00 pm.  

Parents bring your children; children bring your parents; there is no school the next day! 

   

  

NOVEMBER 27, 2016 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 / Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:37-44 
 

Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS 

Nov. 6  ................................................  $ 4,800 
Nov. 13 ...............................................  $ 2,729 
Nov. 20 ...............................................  $ 2,924 
Pre-Authorized Debits  .......................  $ 5,300 

Monthly Target  .................................. $23,000 

Catholic Missions in Canada ..............  $ 1,004 
 

We offer condolences to the families and pray 
for the repose of the souls of: 

 Robert (Bob) Tessier (funeral was on Nov. 24) 

 Joseph Bartleman (funeral was on Nov. 25) 

 Gabe Mallouk, who died on Nov. 24 (funeral 
date to be announced)  

 

Welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 James DaSilva Roberts, child of Sean & Sarah 

 Ziah Khryztyn Combatir, child of Jade & Rowie 

CWL CHRISTMAS PARTY: DEC.  7  
The CWL Christmas Party will be held on Wed. 
Dec. 7, 2 pm at St. Elizabeth's.  Members and 
any ladies of the parish who are curious about 
the CWL are welcome.  Please bring a potluck 
appetizer, a donation to the food bank, and a 
wrapped gift for exchange (approx. $5).  

 

ANAWIM HOUSE DONATIONS  
Anawim House welcomes your financial donations 
and  toiletries (shaving cream, razors, shampoo, 
etc). Please place your donations in the Christmas 
box in the foyer at St. Elizabeth’s.  Christmas trees 
available in early December - call 250-382-0283. 
 

JAZZ VESPERS: SUN.  D EC.  4  
7 pm  at St. John’s United Church, 10990 West 
Saanich Rd, across from Deep Cove School. 

 

D & P, CARITAS CLIMATE ACTION: NOV. 29 
Tue. Nov. 29, 7 - 10 pm.  UVic, Bob Wright Bldg,  

Room A104.  Co-sponsored by Development and 

Peace Caritas Canada, the Canadian Religious 

Conference, Equiterre & the Sisters of St. Anne. 
For info call Christine O’Leary at 250-370-7471. 
  

UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS FOOD FAIR:DEC.3 
Sat. Dec. 3, 11 am - 2 pm at St. Nicholas 

Ukrainian Catholic Hall, 1110 Caledonia Ave.  

Hot Ukrainian lunch.  Info: 250-384-2255. 
 

VOICES OF CHRIST:  DEC.  11  
Sun. Dec. 11, 7 pm at Holy Cross, 4049 Gordon 

Head Rd. Voices of Christ presents In The Spirit of 

Christmas, a benefit concert for the Thembalethu 

Shelter for Children.   Admission by donation. 
 

ADVENT CAROLS AND READINGS: DEC. 2 
St. Andrew’s Cathedral Choir, on Fri. Dec. 2,  

7:30 pm at St. Andrew’s Cathedral. Join Isaiah, 

John the Baptist & Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in 

waiting for the Christ child; Emanuel God with Us. 
Free will offering for the 9 - 10 Club, serving 

meals to those in need. 
 

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST  
A 13 week course with Dr. Patricia Rooke, 

Tuesdays 7 - 9 pm,  Jan. 3 to Apr. 25, in the 
Parish Centre, 740 View Street.  We will examine 

the Seven Sacraments of the Church in  

their scriptural context. Limit of 30 participants.  

To register email rookept@shaw.ca, or call her at 
250-360-0744.  Admission is by donation.  

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  NOV.  28  

1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY,  NOV.  29  
8:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
 

WEDNESDAY,  NOV.  30  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
 

 THURSDAY,  DEC.  1  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  DEC.  2  

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

7:00 pm RECONCILIATION SERVICE  
 

SATURD AY ,  DEC.  3  
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  DEC.  4  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Religious Education 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL  

We appreciate the participation of 119 

households whose donations of $30,830  

have brought us to 67% of our goal.   
Any commitment ($20, $50, $100) from the 

remaining 281 households would be very  

much appreciated by the beneficiaries of the 

Diocesan Appeal.  20% of the total donated will 

be used for special projects at our church, such 

as refurbishing the kitchen at St. Elizabeth’s.  

Tax receipts for 2016 will be issued for 

donations received by Dec. 31. 

Total to date: $30,830 from 119 households 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION: DEC. 2 
Due to unforeseen circumstances we have 
had to advance the date to this coming 
Friday,  Dec. 2 at 7 pm at St. Elizabeth’s.  
All of us, including our youth & children, will 
celebrate God’s mercy in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

FRIDAY, Dec. 2 
7:00 pm - Communal Reconciliation 

 

SATURDAY, Dec. 10 & 17 
5:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

SUNDAY, Dec. 11 & 18 
8:30 am - Mass at Our Lady of the 

        Assumption (OLA) 
10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

Christmas Eve 
SATURDAY, Dec. 24 

6:30 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
8:30 pm - Mass at OLA 

10:30 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Christmas Day 
SUNDAY, Dec. 25 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
2:00 - 9:00 pm - El Shaddai  Christmas:  

worship, mass at 3 pm, pageant 
 

Mon. Dec. 26: 9 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

Tues. Dec. 27: 8:30 am  - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

Wed. Dec. 28 & Thurs. Dec. 29:  
       9:00 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

Fri. Dec. 30, 11 am - Mass at Saan. Pen. Hospital 

 

New Years Eve 
SATURDAY, Dec. 31 

5:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

New Years Day 
SUNDAY, Jan. 1, 2016 
8:30 am - Mass at OLA 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIR  
Holly Beattie (778-426-4409) will be leading a chil-
dren’s choir for the Christmas Eve family mass on 
Dec. 24 at 6:30 pm.  Practices will be immediately 
after 10:30 mass for 1 hour on  
Sun. Nov. 27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11 and Dec. 18.  
Please come and join us.  Thank you, Holly! 
 

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS ARE HERE  
2016/17 missals are available in the foyer for $5   
 

CWL BAKE SALE:  DEC.  3  & 4  
After 5 pm mass on Sat. Dec. 3, and 10:30 am 
mass on Sun. Dec. 4.  Donations from all are wel-
come and should be dropped off, wrapped for sale, 
before mass (or on Fri. afternoon, Dec. 2). 
 

GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS  
Hanti Sidra One Global Family has available a new 
set of gift cards. Donate $20 in someone's name for 
our work in Eritrea and South Sudan and you get a 
gift card to send to that person.  

mailto:rookept@shaw.ca?subject=Encountering%20Christ%20Course
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