
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner - January 15, 2017 - Migrants and Refugees 

 Christmas 2016 is already behind us but we still remember how Jesus the Emmanuel, God-with-us, was born in a 
world where some saw him as a Messiah who would free people and bring justice, but where others saw him as a threat to 
their lifestyle and their power. Three days after Christmas we remembered how Herod tried to kill Jesus by ordering the 
massacre of all male children. Like Moses who was rescued from the slaughter of the Hebrew children ordered by another 
leader, the Pharaoh of Egypt, Jesus as the “new Israel” is forced to flee and find refuge in Egypt. The flight of the Holy 
Family, Mary, Joseph and Jesus, reminds us of all those who today have to flee their homeland because of violence and 
hatred, or in search of freedom, or to satisfy their basic needs for an education, jobs, food, shelter and health care.  

 On this 103rd World Day of Migrants & Refugees, Pope Francis reflects again on this often tragic situation: 

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent 
me” (Mark 9:37). With these words, the Evangelist reminds the Christian community of Jesus’ teaching, which both inspires 
and challenges. This phrase traces the sure path which leads to God; it begins with the smallest and, through grace it grows 
into the practice of welcoming others. To be welcoming is a necessary condition for making this journey a concrete reality: 
God made himself one of us. In Jesus God became a child, and the openness of faith to God, which nourishes hope, is 
expressed in loving proximity to the weakest. Charity, faith and hope are all actively present in the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy, as we have rediscovered in the recent Extraordinary Jubilee. 

…. Migration today is not a phenomenon limited to some areas of the planet. It affects all continents and is growing into a 
tragic situation of global proportions. Not only does this concern those looking for dignified work or better living conditions, 
but also men, women, the elderly and children, who are forced to leave their homes in the hope of finding safety, peace and 
security. Children are the first among those to pay the heavy toll of emigration, caused by violence, poverty, environmental 
conditions, as well as the negative aspects of globalization. The unrestrained competition for quick and easy profit brings 
with it the cultivation of perverse scourges such as child trafficking, the exploitation and abuse of minors & the depriving of 
rights intrinsic to childhood sanctioned by Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Childhood, given its fragile nature, has unique and inalienable needs. Above all else, there is the right to a healthy and 
secure family environment, where a child can grow under the guidance and example of a father and a mother; then there is 
the right and duty to receive adequate education, primarily in the family and also in the school, where children can grow as 
persons and agents of their own future and the future of their respective countries. Indeed, in many areas of the world, 
reading, writing and the most basic arithmetic is still the privilege of only a few. All children, furthermore, have the right to 
recreation; in a word, they have the right to be children. 

And yet among migrants, children constitute the most vulnerable group, because as they face the life ahead of them, they 
are invisible and voiceless: their precarious situation deprives them of documentation, hiding them from the world’s eyes; the 
absence of adults to accompany them prevents their voices from being raised and heard. In this way, migrant children easily 
end up at the lowest levels of human degradation, where illegality and violence destroy the future of too many innocents, 
while the network of child abuse is difficult to break up. 

How should we respond to this reality? 

Firstly, we need to become aware that the phenomenon of migration is not unrelated to salvation history, but rather a part of 
that history. One of God’s commandments is connected to it: “You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt” (Ex 22:21); “Love the sojourner therefore; for you were sojourners in the land of 
Egypt” (Deut 10:19). This phenomenon constitutes a sign of the times, a sign which speaks of the providential work of God in 
history and in the human community, with a view to universal communion.  

While appreciating the issues, and often the suffering and tragedy of migration, as too the difficulties connected with the 
demands of offering a dignified welcome to these persons, the Church nevertheless encourages us to recognize God’s plan. 
She invites us to do this precisely amidst this phenomenon, with the certainty that no one is a stranger in the Christian 
community, which embraces “every nation, tribe, people and tongue” (Rev 7:9).  

Each person is precious; persons are more important than things, and the worth of an institution is measured by the way it 
treats the life and dignity of human beings, particularly when they are vulnerable, as in the case of child migrants….” 

(to be continued ...)                                     Shalom,  Fr. Rolf 
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 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 / 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 / John 1: 29-34 
 

Psalm 40: Here I am, Lord: I come to do your will. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTION 

Jan. 1 .................................................. $ 5,304 
Jan. 8 .................................................. $ 2,870 
Pre-Authorized Debits  ....................... $ 5,150 

Monthly Target  ................................. $ 23,000 
 

We offer condolences to the families and pray 
for the repose of the souls of: 

 Obeline Young, funeral on Mon. Jan. 16 

 Cathy Beglan, funeral on Wed. Jan. 18 

 Shirley Graham, funeral on Sat. Jan. 21 

 

IMPORTANT RE: DONATION ENVELOPES! 
If you use numbered collection envelopes, please 
print your name on the envelopes until the end of 
February.  If you moved in the last year, please 
enter your address and mark “New Address” on 
your envelope.  Please do not use old 
envelopes as the number may have been 
reassigned .  Thank you! 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONFERENCE: FEB. 4 
Crossing the Road, Finding My Neighbour with 
Bishop Gary Gordon and Dr. Gwen Point. 
Sat. Feb. 4, 8:45 am - 3:30 pm (doors open at 
8:15 am) at St. Edwards Parish, 2085 Maple  
Bay Rd, Duncan. Registration required:  
go to Eventbrite.ca & search for ‘Diocesan 
Conference’.  Cost: $20 before Jan. 15; $25 after 
this date.  Lunch is included.  For info contact the 
Diocese at 250-479-1331 or email Glen Palahicky 
at gpalahicky@rcdvictoria.org.  

DIOCESAN PASTORAL CARE TRAINING 
Session 1: The Healing Ministry of Christ on  
Sat. Feb. 11, 9 am - 3 pm, at St. Patrick’s.  
Fr. William Hann will be the morning presenter. 
For continuity, we recommend that participants 
attend all 4 sessions.  Please bring a bag lunch; 
tea & coffee provided. To register contact  
St. Patrick’s Parish at 250-592-7391 or email 
stpat190@telus.net. Future session dates:  
(Saturdays): Mar.18, Apr. 15 and May 20. 

LAST CALL!  TO REGISTER FOR 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION. 
Contact Carla Fretwell or Fr. Rolf. 
DEADLINE JAN. 22 ! 

 

DEVELOPMENT & PEACE MINISTRY  
Donna Thompson has volunteered 16 years for 
Development & Peace. Peter & Magda Van Zyl 
have now taken on this responsibility.   
Thank you Donna for your many years of service.  
 

PRAY FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: JAN. 22 
Sun. Jan. 22, 2 pm at St. Andrew’s. Bishop Gary 
invites you to prayer in union with himself and 
Bishop Logan McMenamie from the Anglican 
Diocese of British Columbia.   Reception to follow. 
This year’s theme is “Reconciliation - The Love 
of Christ Compels Us” invites all  Christians to 
celebrate God’s reconciling grace, and  urges us 
to become ambassadors of Christ’s message of 
reconciliation. 
 

UVIC SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDIES: JAN. 25 
The Blood of Extraction: Canadian Imperialism in 
Latin America on Wed. Jan. 25, 7 - 9 pm, UVic, 
David Turpin Bldg, Rm A-120. Keynote speaker: 
Jeffrey Webber, author of The Blood of Extraction 
which examines the increasing presence of 
Canadian mining companies in Latin America and 
the environmental and human rights abuses that 
have occurred as a result. 
 

SPIRITUALITY FOR THE “AUTUMN OF LIFE” 
Starting Tues. Feb. 21, 7 - 8:30 pm at Holy Cross 
Parish.  A five episode DVD mini-course for the 
over 60’s. Come and be nourished. to register 
contact  Fr. William at fatherwilliam@shaw.ca. 
 

EPIPHANY EXPLORATIONS: JAN. 26 - 29 
Epiphany Explorations: Discovering the Extra-
ordinary in the Ordinary,  offers inspirational 
speakers such as Bill Brown, Jordan Cantwell, 
Janet Storch, Melanie Mark & Tom Axworthy. 
Uplifting music & thought - provoking presentation 
topics. Info.:  www.epiphanyexplorations.ca.   
 

CISDV EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: 
Teaching positions available in our Catholic 
schools. For information visit: cisdv.bc.ca/
employment-opportunities.php. 
 

GREATER VICTORIA ACTING TOGETHER 
You are invited to a meeting on Sat. Jan. 28, 

noon to 4 pm (location TBD). Many communities 

have been yearning to reach across our 

differences and work together to better our world. 

We seek to provide you and your group with a 

road map that will allow your community to 

engage with others in society who are working for 

the common good.  For more info contact Flossie 

at 250-884-1357 or  flossie.baker10@gmail.com. 
 

VICTORIA MULTIFAITH SOCIETY: 

 Thurs. Jan. 19 - Feb. 16, 12 pm at Christ 

Church Cathedral.  Lunch & Learn Series  

(Part II) starts with Rabbi Harry Brechner giving 

an overview of Judaism. 

 Sun Feb. 5, 1 - 4 pm. David Lam Auditorium,  

UVic, in honour of UN World Interfaith Harmony 

week. Participants from eight world faiths will 

discuss tools & teachings for humanity to  

heal & flourish. 
For info see:  victoriamultifaith.com/wp 
 

CATHOLIC LEADERS BREAKFAST: FEB. 7 

Tues. Feb. 7, 7:30 am at Cedar Hill Golf Club.  

Adults $23, students $15. Keynote speakers: 

John and Dana Mellis, catholic prison chaplains. 

Deadline for registration: Feb. 4.  Register at 

tinyurl.com/Catholic-Leaders-Breakfast. 
 

EARTH LITERACIES  
New Cosmology Primer: Brian Swimme’s 

Canticle to the Cosmos (Part II) with Margaret 

Walters at Friends Meeting House, 1831 Fern St.  

Tues. Jan. 17, 24, 31, 10 am - noon,  

Cost: $75 ($20 drop-in). Register online at 

earthliteracies.org/register or call 250-220-4601. 
 

ORCCA DENTAL CLINIC IN SIDNEY 
ORCCA (Oral Care for Children and 

Adolescents), a non-profit dental clinic provides 
oral care to children and adolescents under 19 

from low-income families. The clinic is in the 

annex of Sidney Elementary School, 2281 Henry 

Ave, Sidney.  For info. call 778-351-3393,  

email orccadentalsociety@gmail.com or visit 
www.orccadental.org. 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

 MONDAY,  JAN.  16  

12:00 pm Funeral Mass for Obeline Young 
1:00 pm Faith Reflection Group 
 

TUESDAY,  JAN.  17  
8:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 
11:30 am Friendly Hours  
7:00 pm K of C Rosary 
7:30 pm K of C General Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY,  JAN.  18  
9:00 am Funeral Mass for Cathy Beglan 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong (resumes) 
1:30 pm SVDP Executive Meeting 
 

THURSDAY,  JAN.  19  
9:00 am No Mass - Communion Service 
9 am - 1 pm Parish Office Closed 
11:30 am Friendly Hours  
2:00 pm Prayer Group  
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  JAN.  20  
9:00 am   Mass at the Legion Manor 
7:00 pm   Fabulous 50’s Family Dance 
 

    SATURDAY, JAN. 21 

1:00 pm   Funeral Mass for Shirley Graham 
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 22 

8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Religious Education Classes 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

FABULOUS 50's FAMILY DANCE:  

FRI. JAN. 20, 7 pm at St. Elizabeth’s 

$10. Free snacks and 
refreshments. Benefit for 
the Pasobolong Holy 
Rosary Family Centre in 
Zamboanga, Philippines.  

Everyone is welcome to kick up their heels 
on the dance floor or to sit back and enjoy a 
wonderful live band concert that will take us 
back to our younger days….and yes, you 
can sing along!  See you at the ‘hop’. 
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