
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tues. Wed. & Thu. (9:00 am), and First Fridays (9:00 am) 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Parish office: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1990  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Administrative Assistant: Gary Koett 
 

Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner - Easter 2017 
  

 As the sun rises earlier and earlier these days on the eastern horizon bringing a new day, so we celebrate 
this Easter a new beginning full of hope. Isn’t that what nature’s transformation brings us in spring? Isn’t that what 
our Lenten journey is bringing us, a new beginning and renewed hope. This past Holy Week started on Passion 
(Palm) Sunday by welcoming Jesus our Saviour as he entered Jerusalem from the east, bringing a new way of 
seeing to the people of the world. Throughout the week we were reminded that God cares for us, that in Jesus God 
is entering our city, our world, all those ambiguous areas of our world that are at times praising God and at other 
times indifferent or even hostile to God.  The Holy Week celebrations reminded us that God is not indifferent to our 
human condition, that God wants to be with us in our successes as well as our failures, in our suffering as well as in 
our joys, in our hopes as well as in our difficulties, even in our sins. We had written all these on the pieces of paper 
which we had stuck on the big cross in the middle of the church at the beginning of Lent. God heard our cries for 
help and has entered our “city”, our lives, our places of defeat and pain. The burning of these pieces of paper at the 
Easter Vigil to start the new fire and light the Pascal Candle symbolized for us that God in Jesus triumphed and is 
our Hope and our Light on our journey. 
 When Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem it seemed that he would be defeated by the power of evil and that 
in death on the cross he would be a loser. But the cross became a triumph. We too are invited to enter those places 
and events in our life where we seem to be the losers, all those places and events where we are asked to take up 
the cross, the crosses of our life. The celebrations of Holy Week have assured us that we are not alone, that Jesus 
walks with us as we confront fear and uncertainty, evil and suffering, and that we will triumph with Jesus, the risen 
Lord. God in Jesus has entered our life and God has personally confronted evil in order to transform that evil, those 
defeats and pains and sins of ours, in order to create new life: yes, we are transformed, we are resurrected! We are 
Easter people united with the millions all over the world who still, amazingly, after more than 2000 years, come 
together to celebrate the ultimate happy ending of an event which began in the humble birth of a vulnerable baby in 
Bethlehem.  What is it that draws us together if not the certitude that that humble birth in human flesh was the birth 
of the One who is at the source of all  things, the birth of Love itself, and that, in the words of I Corinthians 13: “Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails, never ends.” 
 The Gospel readings of this weekend underline the transformation which is possible because of Jesus. They 
talk of disciples, yes, we too, looking with fear into tombs, the signs of pain and death still around us. We 
wonder whether we will ever get beyond all these! Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus we may be 
burdened by terrible losses, the loss of a loved one, the loss of health and/or our independence, the crushing of a 
dream, the betrayal by another. We may see ourselves as locked in a tomb unable to roll away the stone of deaths 
(greed, addiction, sexism, violence, corruption, oppression, dependence, hopelessness, disappointment, etc.) to free 
us. Jesus’ resurrection tells us that God is with us to help us roll away the stones; that God is there to help us 
discover life in the midst of the experience of death. We are called to move away the stones from the tombs of our 
world, to undo all the acts, words, thoughts of violence and hatred and greed that are our world. We know this is 
possible because God does the impossible and with God we can do the impossible. 
 Today’s readings also tell us that we need to “see and believe”, to see in a different way. We need to be 
reminded by the witness of the “other disciple”, of another believer, whose faith is there to sustain us. Isn’t that the 
reason fur us coming together on a regular basis so that we might nourish and sustain our faith, our hope, our love? 
We cannot do so on our own; we need each other to strengthen our convictions. We need to come together to be 
reminded by others of the depth of God’s love for us and of the triumph of that love over all evil, even sin. I need the 
witness of the person next to me. I need to remember and reconnect to the faith, hope and love of those countless 
witnesses throughout history who have shown me in their lives that God does the impossible. And it is because I am 
surrounded by all these other witnesses that I can be truly hopeful and at peace, happy; that I can live life to the full 
despite the difficulties and cares of my daily life; and that, in turn, I can be a witness to and for others. 
 Happy Easter, happy new beginning!   Shalom, 

   
APRIL 16, 2017 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Acts 10: 34a, 37-43 / 1 Cor. 5: 6b-8  / John 20: 1-18 
 

Psalm 118: This is the day the Lord has made; let us  
rejoice and be glad.  
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IN  OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS  

Apr. 2  ...............................................   $ 4,306 

Apr. 9  ...............................................   $ 3,184 

Pre-Authorized Debits (Mar.) .............. $ 5,215 

Monthly Target  ................................. $ 23,000 

D&P Share Lent ................................ $ 5,376 
 

We offer condolences to the families and 
pray for the repose of the souls of: 

 Don Schelleter, funeral at St. Elizabeth’s 
on Wed, Apr. 19, 1 pm 

 Diane McQuade, who died on Apr. 10 

 Anita Goon, who died on Apr. 12 

 

Congratulations to Ben Wilson & Ellen Korol 
on the celebration of  their marriage. 
 

 

K of C COMMUNION BREAKFAST: APR. 22 
On Sat. Apr. 22 from 10 am - noon the Knights 

will hold a Communion Breakfast for the Knights, 

their partners and fellow parishioners, featuring a 

special guest speaker. Glen Meadows Golf Club, 

1050 McTavish Rd, N. Saanich. Tickets: $16 per 

person from Jim Williams or Frank Hawboldt after 

the weekend masses. 
 

CWL BRIDGE TOURNAMENT: APR. 29  
Sat. Apr. 29, 11:30 am at St. Elizabeth’s.  
Tickets on sale now. $20 / person or $80 / table 

(incl. lunch).  Call Olga Sweet at 778-426-1941.  
 

1ST EUCHARIST & CONFIRMATION: APR. 30 
On Sunday, April 30, Bishop Gary Gordon will 

preside at the 10:30 am mass at St. Elizabeth’s. 

During this mass the children in our sacramental 

preparation class will receive the sacraments of  

Confirmation and the Eucharist.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: MAY 7  
Parish AGM will be on Sun, May 7, 12 pm at  
St. Elizabeth’s, along with the Pancake Breakfast. 

“GOOD THINGS TAKE T IME ” 
Fr. Thomas Chinnappa (age 47) from the 
Diocese of Mysore in India was able to obtain a 
visa and will arrive in Victoria on April 25.  
Fr. Thomas will spend a month in Duncan with  
Fr. Joe Prakash, who knows him.  Later in May 
he will join Fr. Rolf in the rectory and begin his 
pastoral work, primarily with the four First Nations 
people in the parish. Fr. Thomas speaks English; 
his mother dialect is called “Kanada”. 
 

ST. ANDREW’S HIGH SCHOOL UPGRADE 
After a number of years of prep work which saw 
the enlargement of St. Joseph Elementary, 
seismic upgrading of St. Patrick’s Elementary, 
and sale of St. Andrew’s Elementary, the Diocese 
is now entering the third stage of the RC school 
plan. On Tuesday various committees, including 
our Bishop and his consultors, approved the 
rebuilding of St. Andrew’s High School. This is 
the most expensive and important project in our 
diocese and will cost $13 million dollars. Work will 
begin this summer with the necessary seismic 
upgrading of the portion of the existing school 
which will be retained. Please, remember that the 
BC Government financially supports only 50% of 
the operating costs of our schools and does not 
contribute to any capital project. The decision 
was not taken lightly but was absolutely 
necessary given the present condition of the High 
School. For the last six years a substantial 
portion of the annual Diocesan Appeal was 
allocated to the upgrading of our schools. 
 

UPCOMING CONCERTS:  
 Via Choralis Concert: Apr. 23: 

Sun. Apr. 23, 2:30 pm at St. Elizabeth’s. Cross 
Canada Tour - a musical journey for Canada’s 
150

th 
 birthday. Tickets $15 at Tanner’s Books, 

$18 at the door, students $5, 12 & under free. 

 Peninsula Singers: Apr. 28, 29 & 30:  
At the Mary Winspear Centre. O’ Canada:  
A Celebration of our Nation. 

 

PATRICIA ROOKE COURSE PLANNED  
If there is sufficient interest, Dr. Patricia Rooke 
is willing to give a course entitled “Pinocchio, 
Jiminy Cricket & Christian Conscience”, 
Tuesdays, from Sep. 19 to Nov. 28, 2 - 4 pm.   
Please let Freddie Brand or the office know if 
you will attend.  Register: rookept@shaw.ca. 

MARCH FOR LIFE:  MAY 11  
Thu. May 11, for the 10

th
 Annual Victoria March 

for Life. 12 pm masses at St. Patrick’s Church 
and St. Andrew’s Cathedral. March begins at 
1:45 pm from Centennial Square to the BC 
Legislature.  Rally for Life starts at 2:15 pm.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS SHEILA!  
In 2012 our Parish began to pay for the post-
secondary formation of a young woman named 
Sheila Agan, daughter of a couple in the  
leper colony of Pasobolong, Zamboanga City, 
Philippines, which Fr. Rolf visited in 2013.  
On March 30 Sheila graduated in social work and 
was able to convince her parents, (who have lost 
fingers, hand, toes) to overcome the stigma still 
attached to Hanson disease (leprosy) and have 
them participate in the graduation ceremony.  
You can see the pride on her face in the pictures  
displayed at St. Elizabeth’s. Sheila will begin her 
social work in the leper village in Pasobolong. 
Thank you for your support. 

 

PASTORAL CARE OUTREACH: APR. 29  
On Sat. Apr. 29, St. Joseph the Worker Pastoral 
Care Outreach Session 3: The Grieving 
Process and Ministering to Families, 9 am -  
3 pm.  Please bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea 
will be provided. Contact St. Joseph the Worker 
Parish office to register at 250-479-7413 or 
email sjtwoffice@shaw.ca. 
 

S.V.D .P.  AGM: MAY.  6  
Sat. May 6, 10 am - 2 pm at Frederic Ozanam 
Centre, 4349 West Saanich Rd.   

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  
 

MONDAY, APR. 17 - EASTER MONDAY 

9:00  am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

1:00 pm No Faith Reflection 
 

TUESDAY,  APR.  18  

8:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration 

11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

7:00 pm K of C Rosary 

7:30 pm K of C General Meeting      
 

WEDNESDAY,  APR.  19  

9:00 am No Mass 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong  

1:00 pm Funeral Mass for Don Schelleter 

1:30 pm SVDP Executive Meeting 
 

THURSDAY,  APR.  20  

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s -  

                    Maureen Townsend (RIP) 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 

2:00 pm Prayer Group 

6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY,  APR.  21  
9:00 am Mass at the Legion Manor 

5:00 pm Religious Education Potluck &  

                    Reconciliation 
   

SATURDAY,  APR.  22  

4:00 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

SUNDAY,  APR.  23  

8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 

9:45 am Religious Education 

10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

11:30 am Coffee Fellowship   

11:30 am Filipino Samahan 
 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

DIRECTORY  PHOTO TAKING  SESSIONS 

THIS WEEK (APR. 19 - APR. 23) 
Forgot your date?  Check schedule in foyer or 

go to tinyurl.com/SPP-Photo-Appointments. 

 Wednesday, Apr. 19: 6 to 7 pm 

 Thursday, Apr. 20: 11 am to 1 pm 

 Saturday, Apr. 22: 6 to 7 pm 

 Sunday, Apr. 23: 11:45 am to 1:00 pm 

Book appt.: tinyurl.com/SPP-Photo-Directory-Signup. 

BISHOP’S GALA:  SAT.  MAY 6  

Our diocese needs funds to meet the needs of 
various outreach ministries such as schools,  
isolated communities & First Nations. These 
essential ministries are a vital part of our faith 
community even though they may not be visible 
to us, and will not exist without our support!  
A special night out with friends for a great cause!   

Do you have your Gala tickets yet? Sat., May 6,  
6 pm at Our Lady of Fatima Hall. Champagne 
reception, dinner, silent & live auctions, fun and 
fellowship!  Tickets $100 /person; tables of 8 or  
10 available. Purchase your tickets online at 
tinyurl.com/2017-bishops-gala. 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES 

If you or your daughter / son / grandchild is 
graduating from high school, college or university, 
please inform the parish office.  
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