
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett 

 Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s Corner: Culture and Priesthood 

It takes a lot of courage to decide to leave one’s home, one’s country and one’s culture and to basically start a new life. 
It is happening a great deal in our globalized world: some do so out of necessity because forced out by violence and hatred 
or because they see no future for themselves or for their families; others do so out of choice because of employment 
opportunities and other reasons, or because of a calling to reach out to others in ministry.  

I did so some thirty years ago when I left municipal politics in Ottawa to start a new Dominican community in eastern 
Indonesia on the islands of Timor, Flores and Sulawesi. As a white member of a RC religious community you come face to 
face with suddenly being a fragile minority from a racial, cultural, linguistic & religious point of view in a country 85% Muslim 
and where you are not allowed to minister in the traditional RC way: no celebration of the sacraments, no preaching and that 
for a member of the Order of Preachers ! Yes, a cultural shock not just for a few weeks on an exciting tourist trip but a shock 
to your whole system for three and half years. And then, of course, there are the other elements of change and adaptation: 
density of the population, transportation difficulties, food, climate, people from many different cultures and languages, etc. 
And then when you are just on the verge of having reached a reasonable level of adaptation, you have to leave again ! 

Well, Father Thomas, this past May had the courage to take up the challenge (thank you, Fr. Thomas) by moving from 
Mysore, Southern India, to Vancouver Island: a cultural shock in the other direction. Here he finds himself in the minority in a 
foreign country without his first language, a cold climate, driving on the wrong side of the road (!) and with oh so few people! 
Southern India has a long RC tradition dating back to the first centuries of Christianity in a culture where religious practices 
and devotions have always been experienced as an essential part of daily life. Coming from an area with millions of people 
where families with children fill large churches he comes to a place with a mostly greying congregation with an increasing 
number of other Asian peoples.  And then he is being asked to minister to First Nations people who have mostly abandoned 
Christian religious practices in order to return to traditional ways of honoring the Creator. Yes, more than two years ago our 
Bishop Gary asked our Parish to take up the challenge of being a missionary community and reach out to the First Nations of 
the Pauqu’achin, theTsartlip, the Tsaw’out, and the Tseycum. Not that the Parish was not already reaching out to them but 
rather to put this missionary ministry front and center of our outreach. We responded by being willing to tighten our belts 
even further so as to welcome another priest and give him the prime responsibility to carry out this mission. 

Because of my previous experience as Pastor I am acutely aware of the daunting task this represents for Fr. Thomas. 
Asking him to only minister on the reserves would constitute an overwhelming culture shock; a more a gradual adjustment is 
needed. We were blessed by the fact that, when Fr. Thomas arrived here in the Parish in June, it just happened that I was 
presiding at one of the few RC weddings of First Nations people at a packed St. Elizabeth’s followed a week later by a 
symbol-filled funeral mass of a beloved member. Fr. Thomas was present at these beautiful inculturated celebrations filled 
with story-telling, drums, songs and community support. Unfortunately, I know that these celebrations are going to be few 
and far between. As a priest he wishes to live his priesthood on a regular and ongoing basis: yes, by visiting people on the 
reserves, but also by celebrating the sacraments and other celebrations with our faith community here in Saanich Peninsula 
Parish. That is why I have invited him to celebrate the Eucharist during the week most of the time and to preside and preach 
often on the weekend, while continuing to do whatever he can to become known to people of the above First Nations. 

This does not mean that I will disappear. Even if you do not see me around at mass I continue to serve in & to our faith 
community preaching when I can, while also serving in French the community of St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria. I have been 
blessed with relative good health; I can still function quite well I think ! I love being a Dominican priest living my priesthood 
and “preaching” in a variety, often non-religious, ways. As a young Dominican I was blessed by Dominican mentors such as 
Dominique Chenu, George-Henri Levesque, Louis-Joseph Lebret & the worker priest movement in France, and especially by 
a renewed Vatican theology in order to see Church and my religious vows & priesthood not just in sacramental ministry but in 
whatever so-called secular ministry I was undertaking at the time, whether it was in social justice ministry as a street-worker 
with youths, on protest lines, as an elected politician trying to change laws to protect the poor & vulnerable and to promote 
social housing, as a father/parent in my home trying to juggle responsibilities while guiding a dozen or so confused youths to 
adulthood, as a “silenced” explorer in dictator-led Indonesia and occupied East Timor (now independent Timor Leste), or in 
the ordinary daily mundane human & religious tasks which are part of human living. Our journeys continue and we can be 
sure that God accompanies us towards the future and God’s reign of justice and peace!          Shalom 

 

OCT. 29, 2017 
30

th  
SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 
 
Ex. 22:21-27 
1 Thess. 1:5c-10 
Matt. 22:34-40 

NOV. 5, 2017 
31

st 
SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 
 

Mal. 1:14-2.2, 8-10 

1 Thess. 2:7-9, 13 

Matt. 23:1-12 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


I N  O UR  PARI S H  
 

COLLECTIONS 

October 1 ............................................. $ 3,583 

October 8  ............................................ $ 3,362 

October 15 ........................................... $ 2,675 

October 22 ........................................... $ 2,209 

Pre-Authorized Debits (Sept.) .............. $ 4,980 

Monthly Target…………………………$23,000 
 

CONTACTING THE RECTORY & PASTORS 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: 

 Rectory Telephone: 250-652-1557 
 Fr. Rolf (mobile phone) 250-652-1990 
 Fr. Thomas (mobile phone) 778-678-6073 
 

We offer condolences to the family and pray 
for the repose of the soul of  

Ann-Lorrie MacKinnon  
 

HALLOWEEN TRUNK 'N  
TREAT: OCT.  31   
Please help to promote a safe & 
enjoyable Halloween for the 
children in our community through 
our “Trunk ‘n Treat” event in the 
parking lot of St. Elizabeth’s on 

Oct. 31 from 5 - 8 pm. We can decorate your 
car trunk for you - if you come early! Children 
go from trunk to trunk for treats. All are welcome 
to help distribute treats. Donations of candy/treats 
are welcome. Please put them in the Halloween 
bag in the foyer. For info. call Carla & Jim at 250-
655-4159 or email sasa64coho@gmail.com. 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS  SUN, NOV. 5 
Set your clocks BACK 1 hour on Saturday night 

and come to church refreshed ! 

 

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER FOR ERITREA 
Our deepest appreciation to all the volunteers and 
everyone who contributed or made donations and 
attended the Craft and Bake Sale and Luncheon 
on Sunday, October 1 to raise funds for our work 
in Eritrea.  Once again it was a success and so 
far $4,202.40 has been received. Our dear friends 
in Eritrea who are the beneficiaries of your 
generosity are most grateful. 
 

SUPPORTING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE  
The parish, with the Knights of Columbus, is 
offering scholarships. You must be enrolled in 
post-secondary education and active in some way 
in our parish. Please submit to Fr. Rolf or the 
Parish office a short note outlining how you are 
active in the parish, your school & course, and 
why you need our support. Deadline: Nov. 5 
 

MEMORIAL MASS:  NOV.  5   
Sunday,  Nov. 5,  2 pm at Royal Oak Mausoleum. 
Celebrant: Rev. Marinaldo Batista.   
 

CWL PIE  MAKING ‘BEE’ :NOV. 8  
All are welcome to join in making pies. Come to 
St. Elizabeth’s on Wed. Nov.8 at  2 pm  

BIRTHRIGHT FUDGE SALE: NOV. 11/12  
Birthright will be selling home-made fudge after 
Masses on Nov 11/12. Birthright assists women in 
difficult or crisis pregnancies, offering hope and 
encouraging Mothers to give the precious gift of 
life to their babies. 
 

DIOCESAN MASS OF REMEMBRANCE: NOV. 16 
With Bishop Gary at the Cathedral on Thurs, 
Nov. 16 at 12 noon for deceased priests, bishops 
and religious of the diocese. Reception will follow.  
 

SIDNEY CLASSICAL ORCHESTRA: NOV. 12 
“Music with a Twist” concert Sun. Nov. 12 at 2:30 
pm at St. Elizabeth’s. 

WOMEN’S FAITH & FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Sat. Nov. 4, 8 am at the Horseshoe Club, 620 Kenneth 
St. ($12) Register at http://bit.do/Womens-Breakfast. 
 

MEN’S FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
All men are invited to a breakfast ( $12) at the 
Horseshoe Club 620 Kenneth St on Nov. 18

 
 at 8 

am.  Be inspired to be men of compassion by L.A. 
street-gang pastor Fr. Greg Boyle SJ. (video 
format)  RSVP  to info@mfaff.org by Mon. Nov 12 
 

WHY SCIENCE NEEDS FAITH: NOV. 23  
Thurs. Nov. 23, 7:30 pm. From Galileo to 
Laudato Si: Faith, Science & the Wonders of 
Creation. Bro. Guy Consolmagno SJ, Vatican 
Astronomer and Director of the Vatican 
Observatory, will explore the nature of our 
understanding of the relationship between faith & 
science and how that relationship has changed 
from the time of Galileo through to today.  This 
special presentation will take place at UVIC, Bob 
Wright Centre, B150 Flury Hall (Parking Lot 1). 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONFERENCE: NOV. 25 
Sat., Nov. 25 at St. Edward’s, Duncan. The 
keynote speaker will be Bro. Guy Consolmagno, 
Astronomer & Director of the Vatican Observatory. 
An opportunity to share “food for thought” and 
fellowship as a diocese. To register for the 
conference & for more info please visit the 
Diocesan website: http://www.rcdvictoria.org. 
 

FOUND: A ring was found in the hospitality 
room.  If missing one, please, see parish office.   
 
FR.  ROLF’S  WHEREABOU TS !  
Since Oct. 1 Fr. Rolf is moving back and forth 
being also pastor at St. Jean-Baptiste Parish in 
Victoria ministering in French. A parish council 
was elected; meetings are being held; admin is 
being put in place; pot-luck supper was shared; a 
budget is being prepared with cost-sharing. We 
are looking for a piano player to lead the singing. 
The community has settled on having the Sunday 
Eucharist at 1:30 pm followed by coffee, tea & 
cookies! Want to practice your French? Welcome! 
 
BILLBOARDS FOUND OUTSIDE CHURCHES ! 
Adam and Eve; the first people to not read the 
apple terms and conditions. 
Honk if you love Jesus; text while driving if you 
want to meet him Him!  

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH 
 

 MONDAY, OCT. 30 & NOV. 6  
1:00 pm Faith Reflection  
 

TUESDAY, OCT. 31 & NOV. 7  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (Oct. 31) 
9:00 am No Mass (Nov.7) 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
5:00 pm TRUNK ‘n TREAT (Oct. 31) 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 1 (All Saints) & 8  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (Nov. 1) 
                       for the  intentions of Maria Tavares 
9:00 am No Mass (Nov. 8) 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
1:30 pm S.V.D.P. Executive Meeting (Nov. 8) 
2:00 pm CWL Executive Meeting (Nov. 1) 
2:00 pm CWL Pie Making Bee (Nov. 8) 
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting (Nov. 8) 
 

THURSDAY, NOV. 2 (All Souls) & 9  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY, NOV. 3 & 10   
8:30 am Rosary at St. Elizabeth’s (Nov. 3) 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by 
                    Eucharistic Adoration (Nov. 3) 
11:00 am Funeral of Ann-Lorrie MacKinnon  
                    (Nov.10) 
   

SATURDAY, NOV. 4 & 11  
10:00 am Funeral for Vera Raponi (Nov. 11)                   
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s -  
                    for Arthur Anderson RIP 
2:00 pm  El Shaddai 
 

SUNDAY,  NOV.  5  & 12  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Faith Formation  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship  

 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Please, view Bishop Gary Gordon’s vision for this 
year’s Appeal at tiny.cc/2017-Diocesan-Appeal. 
The 2017 appeal theme, Grateful to God: 
Generous to Neighbour!, invites us to look 
outward to where needs exist and provides a 
means to offer help. Our parish goal of $46,000 
will continue the rebuilding program of our 
Catholic schools and provide some of the 
Diocesan services from which our Parish 
benefits. Our parish portion, 20 % of our goal, 
benefits our own Outreach Ministry to the First 
Nations. When you have made your decision, 
please place your envelope in the collection 
basket knowing that you have truly  
made a difference. To date we have received  
55 donations totaling $15,410.  

THE ART OF DYING: NOV.  9  
Medically Assisted Suicide is increasing, 
especially in B.C. On Thurs., Nov. 9 at 7 pm at 
St. Joseph Parish, Sr. Nuala Kenny S.C., will 
invite us to reflect on this trend in our country and 
to Rediscover the Art of Dying: exploring 
attitudes and practical health decisions from a 
Christian perspective at the end of life. This topic  
will touch each of us in our life.  All are welcome 
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