
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett 

 Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Pastor’s corner – more on MAID (“Medical Assistance in Dying”) 
 

In the past few years I devoted several pastor’s corners to the topic of euthanasia, assisted suicide or MAID, the term 
being used at the moment. It is obvious that there continues to exist among Christians and others a great deal of confusion 
around this very important issue. MAID is another word for euthanasia which is (and all the words are important) an 
act or omission of an act that is done to directly and intentionally cause the death of another person or to end 
suffering.  It is a form of homicide that is usually done by lethal injection. 
Some people continue to equate MAID/ euthanasia with withholding or withdrawing medical treatment. They say that 
when a doctor withholds or withdraws treatment and the person dies, that is the same as MAID. That is not the 
case! People have a right to refuse medical treatment and when the person then dies, it is because of their 
medical condition, not because of an act by another person, a doctor or a nurse. There is a very clear difference 
between killing a person directly and intentionally and allowing death to occur. In one case, the person is 
intentionally killed; in the other, the person may die but the intention is to allow death to occur naturally, not to 
hasten death. In moral theology this is called the principle of double effect: an action is permitted, such as withdrawing 
treatment or relieving a patient’s pain, even if it may shorten life. # 2278 of our Catechism of the Catholic Church states: 
“discontinuing medical procedures that are burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary or disproportionate to the expected 
outcome can be legitimate: it is the refusal of “overzealous” treatment. Here one does not will to cause death; one’s 
inability to impede it, is merely accepted.”  
Providing large doses to control pain or manage symptoms or the proper use of sedation techniques, these are 
not euthanasia, but good medical care. The doctor intends to kill the pain, not the person. Our respect for the 
human person demands that we take care of the sick but it also demands that we avoid imposing treatments that 
are overly burdensome, unnecessary and futile; it ultimately demands that we let go. 
As Christians we believe that God’s love is at the source of creation and of all living things and beings. Life is God’s gift to 
us and we live our life accompanied by God and by our loved ones and by the community which surrounds us. 
Caring for and comforting the sick and the dying has always been an essential element of living the Gospel. Jesus gave us 
the example: he reached out to the sick, the lonely, the abandoned, the persons who felt the loss of their basic dignity as 
human beings and he tried to tell and show them by example that God cared for them, that God journeyed with them in 
life, that they did not need to be afraid, that God wished them to live because he was the God of life, not of death. Each 
time he healed or comforted a person he healed them not just physically but especially spiritually and socially because he 
restored them to the dignity as a human and social being, loved and cared for by their loved ones and by the community 
as a whole. Jesus also showed by the acceptance of his own suffering and dying that we can be a source of hope, 
of renewed life for others even beyond death. Jesus showed us that we can be in support of the common good, 
voluntary pain bearers. Jesus showed us that good can come from the evil which is suffering and death. That is 
the redemptive value of suffering and of the cross in human life. For us Christians the cross is a symbol of the 
triumph of the love and faithfulness of God in Jesus, the triumph of Christ over evil and sin. Our own crosses can 
move us beyond bitterness and anger so as to become truly life-giving.  
Unfortunately, in our modern world we are so enamoured by so preoccupied with the technological/medical advances that 
we forget that death is part of life. We even think that we can control and overcome all suffering and that we can avoid 
death. No, suffering and death are part of nature, are part of life, are part of all life and can be life-giving. 
So, as Christians, we accept the human process of dying including the dependence and the loss of control, the pain and 
suffering and loneliness and questions which go with it. That is why it is so important that we accompany the dying 
person and their loved ones by our compassionate presence, by our stories and prayers and gestures and music 
and laughter; and yes, by alleviating the suffering and pain wherever possible but also by respecting nature, by 
respecting that we are not in control. True palliative care, whether at home or in an institution or in a hospital, has 
always been seen as doing just that and many nurses, care-givers, volunteers and pastoral workers wish to make sure 
that it will continue to do so. Let us also continue to support it ! 

 
 

NOV. 12, 2017 

31
st 

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Wisdom 6:12-16, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 
Psalm: My soul thirsts for you, O Lord, my God. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


I N  O UR  PARI S H  
 

COLLECTIONS 

November 5 ......................................... $ 3,858 

Pre-Authorized Debits (Sept.) .............. $ 4,980 

Monthly Target…………………………$23,000 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY FOR OUR 
CANADIAN MISSIONS: NOV.11 & 12 Catholic 
Missions In Canada seeks to sustain the Catholic Faith 
in isolated, poor and hard-to-reach mission areas. Our 
Diocese of Victoria also benefits from this collection. 

 

We offer condolences to the family and pray 
for the repose of the soul of  Robert  Allen 

Fowler, husband of  Rosemary. 
 

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE  
You are invited to inscribe the names of deceased 
relatives in the Book of Remembrance in front of 
the altar during the month of November.  
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING AT TRUNK & TREAT 
A big THANK YOU to Carla & Jim Fretwell and 
those who volunteered and donated to help make 
this event such a joyful experience for the children 
and families in our community.  
 

SIDNEY CLASSICAL ORCHESTRA: SUN. NOV. 12 
“Music with a Twist” at 2:30 pm, St. Elizabeth’s. 

 
K OF C PANCAKE BREAKFAST: SUN. 
NOV. 19: $6 / person, 12 & under free  
Lots of good food and fellowship. Bring 

your appetite!  
 

 

CWL QUILT RAFFLE 
C.W.L. is raffling a hand made lap quilt. The quilt 
was made and donated by Eileen Duschene. 
Tickets are available in the foyer.   
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY DRAW  
The K of C Charity Appeal draw $2 ticket for a 
chance to win $50,000 cash, or one of 4 vehicles.  
 
 

MARIANAGAR FUNDRAISING LUNCH: NOV. 26  
Please join us on Sun. Nov. 26, at 11:30 am for 
our French-Canadian themed luncheon in support 
of the needy High School students of Marianagar, 
India. Tourtiere, (gluten-free variety will also be 
available)  Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, baked 
goodies — to eat and to purchase — as well as a 
book and "locally-made crafts" table. Tax receipts 
for donations of $20.00 or more will be issued by 
the “Franciscan Missionary Union”. If you like to 
purchase a Tourtieres (only 25 left), please call 
me (Linda MacGowan) at 250-655-0713.” 
 

DEVELOPMENT & PEACE : CAMPAIGN 2017 
WOMEN AT THE HEART OF PEACE is  this 
year’s D & P Campaign theme.  Women’s 
contribution to building peace was acknowledged 
in  the U.N,.’s Security Council Resolution 1325, 
adopted in 2000, which recognized, for the first 
time, specific crimes committed against women 
during armed conflicts. However, 17 years later, 
women’s organizations are consistently 
underfunded.   D&P strives to inform Canadians 
about their work around the world and how you 
can help to make a difference.  

GRATEFUL  
“Many thanks to my friends in the Parish for your 
wonderful messages and beautiful flowers on my 
96th birthday.” Elizabeth Thibeault 
 

DIOCESAN MASS OF REMEMBRANCE: NOV. 16 
With Bishop Gary at the Cathedral on Thurs, 
Nov. 16 at 12 noon for deceased priests, bishops 
and religious of the diocese. Reception will follow.  
 

MEN’S FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

All men are invited to a breakfast ( $12) at the 
Horseshoe Club 620 Kenneth St on Nov. 18

 
 at 8 

am.  Be inspired to be men of compassion by L.A. 
street-gang pastor Fr. Greg Boyle SJ. (video 
format)  RSVP  to info@mfaff.org by Mon. Nov 12 
 

WHY SCIENCE NEEDS FAITH: NOV. 23  
Thurs. Nov. 23, 7:30 pm. From Galileo to 
Laudato Si: Faith, Science & the Wonders of 
Creation. Bro. Guy Consolmagno SJ, Vatican 
Astronomer and Director of the Vatican 
Observatory, will explore the nature of our 
understanding of the relationship between faith & 
science and how that relationship has changed 
from the time of Galileo through to today.  This 
special presentation will take place at UVIC, Bob 
Wright Centre, B150 Flury Hall (Parking Lot 1). 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN CONFERENCE: NOV. 25 
Sat., Nov. 25 at St. Edward’s, Duncan. The 
keynote speaker will be Bro. Guy Consolmagno,  
An opportunity to share “food for thought” and 
fellowship as a diocese. To register for the 
conference & for more info please visit the 
Diocesan website: http://www.rcdvictoria.org. 
 

FR.  ROLF’S  WHEREABOU TS !  

Since Oct. 1 Fr. Rolf is moving back and forth 
being also pastor at St. Jean-Baptiste Parish in 
Victoria ministering in French. A parish council 
was elected; meetings are being held; admin is 
being put in place; pot-luck supper was shared; a 
budget is being prepared with cost-sharing. We 
are looking for a piano player to lead the singing. 
The community has settled on having the Sunday 
Eucharist at 1:30 pm followed by coffee, tea & 
cookies! Want to practice your French? Welcome! 
 

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
 

 MONDAY, NOV. 13  
1:00 pm Faith Reflection  
 

TUESDAY, NOV. 14  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s -  
           Georgette & Ildebert Facciotti  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 15  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - 
  In thanksgiving - Freddie Brand 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
 

THURSDAY, NOV. 16  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s -  
                   Tavares family (RIP) 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY, NOV. 17   
Feast Day of St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

8:30 am Rosary at St. Elizabeth’s  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by 
                    Eucharistic Adoration  
9:00 am Mass at the Legion Manor 
   

SATURDAY, NOV. 18                   
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  NOV.  19  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Faith Formation  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - 
  Hert Family (RIP) 
11:30 am K of C Pancake Breakfast 
11:30 am Samahan Fellowship 

 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
THANK YOU to all who have already contributed 
to the 2017 appeal, Grateful to God: Generous to 
Neighbour!, that invites us to look outward to 
where needs exist and provides a means to offer 
help. Our parish goal of $46,000 will continue the 
rebuilding program of our Catholic schools and 
provide some of the Diocesan services from 
which our Parish benefits. Our parish portion, 20 
% of our goal, benefits our own Outreach Ministry 
to the First Nations. Place your envelope in the 
collection basket knowing that you have truly  
made a difference. To date we have pledged  
109 donations totaling $31,185-. Our target is 
to achieve 100% participation. Can you help? 

SUPPORT FOR ROHINGYA REFUGEES  

The Canadian government is stepping up its 
humanitarian effort on the Rohingya refugee 
crisis and will match every donation made by 
individual Canadians to eligible organizations, 
including Development and Peace until Nov. 28. 
Please send your donation directly to D & P via 
their website www.devp.org, or mail your 
donation in the name of Development and Peace 
to 1425 Rene Levesque Blvd, West, Floor 3, 
Montreal, QC  H3G 9Z9. 

PARISH BUDGET FOR 2018  
The parish Council has tentatively approved the 2018 
Parish Budget proposed by the Finance Committee. 
Given that our parish agreed to support 2 priests, it is 
forecast that we will have a small deficit in 2017 and a 
slightly larger one in 2018. The Budget is posted in the 
foyer of both churches for your perusal. You are invited 
to share you comments with any member of the 
Finance Committee or Parish Council. Final budget 
approval will be on Wed. Dec. 6. 
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