
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett 

 Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

NOVEMBER 26, 2017   
FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17,  1 Cor. 15:20-26, 28    

Matthew 25:31-46                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

DECEMBER 3, 2017  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Isaiah 63:16-17, 64.1:3-8, 1 Cor.1:3-9 
Mark 13:33-37 

Pastor’s Corner  
 

As we are coming to the end of another Liturgical Year and as we hear calls to hear more about purgatory and hell, I 
like to reproduce an article written by Ron Rolheiser OMI in the Prairie Messenger of Oct. 11, 2017. Unfortunately, 
like other Catholic publications which contain articles which are thought-provoking and nourishing intellectually, the  
Prairie Messenger is slated to cease publication next year and we will miss Ron Rolheiser ! 
 To speak of fear of God in terms of hellfire is against the Gospel, by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
“As a theologian, priest, and preacher, I often get asked: “Why isn’t the church preaching more fear of God anymore? 
Why aren’t we preaching more about the dangers of going to hell? Why aren’t we preaching more about God’s anger 
and hellfire?” It’s not hard to answer that. We aren’t preaching a lot about fear because, to do so, unless we are 
extremely careful in our message, is simply wrong. Admittedly fear can cause people to change their behaviour, 
but so can intimidation and brainwashing. Just because something is effective doesn’t mean it is right. Fear of God 
may only be preached within a context of love. Scripture itself seemingly gives us a mixed message. On the one 
hand, it tells us that “fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” even as it tells us that virtually every time God  
appears in human history, the first words from God are always: “Don’t be afraid!” That phrase, coming from the mouth 
of God or from the mouth of God’s messenger, appears more than 300 times in Scripture. The first words we will hear 
every time God appears in our lives are: “Don’t be afraid!” So we must be careful when we preach fear of God. Fear of 
punishment is not the real message we hear when God enters our lives. Then how is fear of God the beginning of 
wisdom? In our relationship with God, just as in our relationships with each other, there are both healthy and un - 
healthy fears. What’s a healthy fear? Healthy fear is love’s fear: When we love someone our love will contain a num-
ber of healthy fears, a number of areas within which we will be healthily cautious and reticent. We will fear being disre-
spectful, fear despoiling the gift, fear being selfish, fear being irreverent. All healthy love contains the fear of not letting 
the other person be fully free. Reverence, awe, and respect are a form of fear. But that kind of fear is not to be con-
fused with being frightened, intimidated, or dreading some kind of punishment. Metaphorically, love’s fear is the fear 
that God challenges Moses with before the burning bush: Take off your shoes because the ground you are standing on 
is holy ground! How are we to understand fear of God as the beginning of wisdom? We are wise and on the right path 
when we stand before the mystery of God (and of love) with our shoes off, namely, in reverence, in awe, in respect, in 
unknowing, without undue pride, humble before an infinity that dwarfs us, and open to let that great mystery shape us 
for its own eternal purposes. But that is far different, almost the antithesis, of the fear we experience when we are 
frightened of someone or something that threatens us because the person or thing is perceived as being mercilessly 
exacting or as being arbitrary and punitive. There is too a healthy fear of God that’s felt in our fear of violating what’s 
good, true, and beautiful in this world. Some religions call this a fear before the “law of karma.” Jesus, for his part, in-
vites us to this kind of holy fear when he warns us that the measure we measure out is the measure that will be given 
back to us. There’s a moral structure inherent in the universe, within life, and within each of us. Everything has a moral 
contour that needs to be respected. It’s healthy to be afraid of violating any goodness, truth, or beauty. We need to 
preach this kind of healthy fear rather than that God needs to be feared because of the punishment God might 
eventually deal out in some legalistic and exacting fashion. Whenever we preach this kind of fear, of a God 
who deals out hellfire, we are almost always also preaching a God who isn’t very intelligent, compassionate, 
understanding, or forgiving. A God who is to be feared for his punitive threats is a God with whom we will never find 
a warm intimacy. Threat has no place within love, except if it is a holy fear of doing something that will disrespect and 
despoil. To preach hellfire may be effective as a tactic to help change behaviour, but it is wrong in terms of the Gospel. 
Fear is a gift. It is also one of the deepest, life-preserving instincts within you. Without fear, you won’t live very long. 
But fear is a complex, multi-faced phenomenon. Some fears help you stay alive, while others deform and impris-
on you. There are things in life that you need to fear. A playground bully or the arbitrary tyrant can kill you, even if they 
are all wrong. Lots of things can kill you, and they merit fear. But God is not one of those things. God is neither 
a playground bully nor an arbitrary tyrant. God is love and a perpetual invitation to intimacy. There is a lot to be 
feared in this, but nothing of which to be afraid.” 

 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


I N  O UR  P A RI S H  
 

COLLECTIONS 

November 5 ......................................... $ 3,858 

November 12 ....................................... $ 2,646 

November 19 ....................................... $ 2,250 

Pre-Authorized Debits (Sept.) .............. $  4,980 

Monthly Target………………………… $23,000 
Collection for Canadian Missions ........ …$ 864 
 

2ND COLLECTION FOR ROHINGYA - TODAY 
Any cheques need to be made out to D and P ! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: DEC.  14  
All are invited to our Advent Reconciliation 
Service on Thurs. Dec. 14 at 7:00 pm. 
 

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS  
As we begin to think about Christmas, we’d like to 
share with you that our preference for flower 
contributions be made by way of a donation of 
money so that fresh flowers can be ordered.  
 

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS ARE HERE  
New Living With Christ missals in the foyer for $5 
 

CWL  PIE /BAKED GOODS SALE: DEC. 2 & 3 
Apple pies $10. Baked goods donations gratefully 
accepted. Please drop off baking donations 
before Sat. & Sun. Masses.  
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY DRAW  
$2 ticket for a chance to win $50,000, or one of 4 
vehicles.  

CHRISTMAS BREAK: LAST MEETING  

 Friendly Hours: Thursday, Dec. 7 

 Taiji Qigong: Thursday, Dec. 7 

 Faith Reflection: Monday, Dec. 11 

 

THANK YOU FROM K OF C  
To the parishioners, friends and Knights who 
supported our Oktoberfest Dinner!  It was a 
wonderful event; had to put out more tables!  A 
great community experience,  helping us raise 
$2200 to donate back to peninsula organizations. 
With thanks: Roy, Knights of Columbus 9703 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 Josh Berryman, Francis Gariguez, Joseph 
Shudian, Jasleen Tung, Karen & Mary Vagay - 
recipients of our Parish/ K of C Bursaries 

 Rebecca Battilana for winning one of 30  
       K of C Charity Appeal Bursary.  
 

CWL QUILT RAFFLE & CARD COLLECTION 
For a hand made lap quilt made & donated by 
Eileen Duschene. Tickets in the foyer.  The CWL 
is collecting unused Christmas cards in order to 
send a personal Christmas greeting to each of our 
sick & shut-in parishioners. Drop off cards in foyer. 
 

ANAWIM HOUSE  
Last Sunday, Terry, director of Anawim House, 
shared with us, his personal journey and invited 
us to help bring hope to others through your 
financial donations and Christmas gifts of 
toiletries for the poor:  Place these in the Anawim 
box in your foyer.  Anawim is selling Christmas 
Trees starting on Nov.30

th
 at 973 Caledonia Ave in 

Victoria.  Thank you.  
 

THANK YOU AND INVITATION  
The Human Rights letter writing group thanks us 
for the $300 in support of “this vital ministry. The 
people who are denied the most basic human 
rights have no one else to ask  for justice for 
them...join us!” Info. Yvonne Pigott 250-658-8654. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO:  
  Candlelight Service Fri. Dec. 1 7-8:30 pm at 

St. Andrew’s Cathedral. By donation. 
  Ukrainian Christmas Food Fair: Sat, Dec. 2 

from 11 am - 2 pm at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Hall, 1110 Caledonia Ave,  

 Multi-Cultural Night – Sat., Dec. 9,  6-9pm at 
Sacred Heart Parish Hall, Ethnic Foods & 
Entertainment for everyone 

 Handel’s Messiah at Emmanuel Baptist 
performances of the Christmas section of on  

    Fri. Dec. 8, 7:30 pm , Sat. Dec. 9 at 2 pm 

 Festivity of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Tues., Dec. 12 
at St.  Patrick's, 2060 Haultain St,. Mass 7 pm, 
followed  

   by potluck. Celebration in Spanish & English 
subtitles. 

 

THANK YOU DR.  PATRICIA ROOKE  
Our sincere thanks to Dr. Patricia Rooke  for 
offering her “Formation of Christian Conscience” 
course. People were inspired and challenged. 
With her lectures, workshops and discussions, 
attendees walked an enriching 10 week journey. 
 

THANK YOU FROM QUEEN OF PEACE   
The Dominican contemplative nuns of Squamish  
are “deeply grateful for your generous donation to 
assist us in our ministry of prayer/contemplation... 
Our Advent Candles remind us that Christ is our 
light and life. We see an “advent” of that in your 
letter.” Sr. Marie Tersidis, OP, Prioress. 

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH 
 

 MONDAY, NOV. 27 & DEC. 4  
1:00 pm Faith Reflection  
 

TUESDAY, NOV. 28 & DEC. 5  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - for the  
         intentions of Rosemary Fowler & family (Nov. 28) 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
3:00 pm SVDP Conference Mtg. (Dec. 5) 
7:30 pm K of C Executive Mtg. (Dec. 5) 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29 & DEC. 6  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - for the  
                       intentions of Peter Yearwood  (Nov 29) 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong 
2:00 pm CWL Christmas Party (Dec. 6) 
6:00 pm Parish Council Meeting (Dec. 6) 
 

THURSDAY, NOV. 30 & DEC. 7  
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s -  
                   Jane Hirt RIP (Nov 30) 
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Kitchen 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY, DEC. 1 & 8 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by  
   Eucharistic Adoration    
10:00 am Mass at the home of Joan   
                         Mitchell (Dec. 1) 
10:00 am Mass at the home of Joan 
                    Gilbert (Dec. 8)                 
   

SATURDAY, DEC. 2 & 9          
2:00 pm El Shaddai (Dec. 9) 
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  DEC.  3  & 10  

8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Faith Formation  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

 

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL  
THANK YOU to all who have already 
contributed to the 2017 appeal, Grateful to God: 
Generous to Neighbour!, that invites us to look 
outward to where needs exist and provides a 
means to offer help. Our parish goal of $46,000 
will continue the rebuilding program of our 
Catholic schools and provide some of the 
Diocesan services from which our Parish 
benefits. Our parish portion, 20 % of our goal, 
benefits our own Outreach Ministry to the First 
Nations. Place your envelope in the collection 
basket knowing that you have truly  
made a difference. To date we have pledged  
133 donations totaling $36,595 (80% of our 
goal of $46,000). Our target is to achieve 
100% participation. Can you help? 

PARISH BUDGET FOR 2018  
The parish Council has tentatively approved the 2018 
Parish Budget proposed by the Finance Committee. 
Given that our parish agreed to support 2 priests, it is 
forecast that we will have a small deficit in 2017 and a 
slightly larger one in 2018. The Budget is posted in the 
foyer of both churches for your perusal. You can also 
view the budget online at www.spparish.com.  
You are invited to share you comments with any 
member of the Finance Committee or Parish 
Council.  Final budget approval will be on Wed. Dec. 6. 

SUPPORT FOR ROHINGYA REFUGEES  
A second collection is being taken in support of 
Development and Peace which is helping 
refugees both in Bangladesh and in Myanmar. 
The Canadian government is stepping up its 
humanitarian effort to help the Rohingya 
refugees and will match every donation made by 
individual Canadians to eligible organizations, 
including Development and Peace until Nov. 28. 
Please send your donation directly to D & P via 
their website www.devp.org, or mail your 
donation in the name of Development and Peace 
to 1425 Rene Levesque Blvd, West, Floor 3, 
Montreal, QC  H3G 9Z9. 

http://tinyurl.com/sppcal
http://www.spparish.com
http://www.devp.org

