
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VIS ITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 
 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett 

 Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

1st SUNDAY OF LENT 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018    
Genesis 9:8-15                       2ndSUNDAY OF LENT  
1 Peter 3:18-22                              FEBRUAY 25, 2018              
Mark 1:12-15     Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13,15-18                 
                                                       Romans 8:31b-35,37  

         Mark 9:2-10 

Pastor’s Corner : Lent  
 

“Rend your hearts, not your clothing” (Joel 2: 12) 
 This past Ash Wednesday many of you made the sacrifice of coming to receive ashes on your forehead and to 
begin together with the whole Church that forty day period which will lead to Easter when we can truly celebrate the full 
meaning of Christmas and how the Cross and Resurrection redeemed humanity. It was good to see so many people 
coming, including some families with children. We need to find a way (tell us how!) to have more families with children 
coming to receive the ashes; after all it is a Lenten journey together as a family and as a community. 
 Ash Wednesday’s readings make us realize that our usual Lenten habit of giving up something or even doing 
something special are useless, mere window dressing, unless these are accompanied by a real change in direction, by 
changing our heart: a turning away from destructive and useless things and a turning to positive action, doing and 
living something which the Gospel calls us to and thereby overcome our sins of omission, often our greatest 
sins! That is why we sometimes see Lent as a time of soul-searching, a time to look inwardly at ourselves, to scruti-
nize our past and then to make the necessary amends and begin anew. That is the personal experience of Lent to 
which I am invited as an individual and we as a community: very important. In fact, this Sunday’s Gospel of Mark 1: 
9-15 invites us to look beyond the horizon, beyond the limits of our vision. 
 Notice, first of all, that Mark is only interested in the adult Jesus. His Gospel begins (“The beginning of the good 
news of Jesus-Christ, the Son of God…”) when Jesus comes to John the Baptizer to be baptized. John had said: “I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8).” And Mark continues by saying 
that that same Spirit “drove Jesus out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by the Sa-
tan (Mark 1: 12-13).” We could say that the desert journey for Jesus was a time of soul-searching, when he was tempt-
ed to go it alone, to look after his own needs for peace and happiness. But it was also a challenge and opportunity 
for Jesus to seek what God had called him to be. Jesus freely decides to be of service to God and to his sis-
ters and brothers in humanity: to bring healing, wholeness to a broken humanity; to bring peace and justice. 
He became obedient to God because Jesus was in a loving relationship with his “Abba” and that brought him 
to do the will of God. Whenever we are in a loving relationship with a person we are willing to be “obedient” to what-
ever that person desires, not grudgingly but joyfully. This is also true of our relationship with God, our faith in God. As 
disciples of our Lord we enter into a special personal relationship of love and this brings us to do the will of God in our 
lives bringing us, yes suffering at times but also joy, peace, fulfillment, wholeness of life. 
 Temptations are truly moments of truth: to continue to seek self-interest or turn our gaze from self in order to 
look at God, and what God calls us to be. This different way of seeing is what is meant by repentance. To turn to God, 
to focus and to center on God, to focus on the things that are of God (justice, peace, reconciliation, joy, healing, 
etc.), is at the very heart of the experience of conversion/metanoia, the Greek word which means a change of mind 
and of heart; the heart which for the ancients was the seat of the intellect and will. But this metanoia does not just 
mean my about-face, a change in my mind and in my heart. No, it is more than that; it is to put on the mind and 
heart of God, revealed to us in Jesus. And what did Jesus reveal to us: a God who reaches out, who rejoices in the 
return of the sinner; a God who since the beginning of time is calling humans to become fully human, to allow His 
breath, His Spirit to become fully in us and in the whole world. The Mission of Jesus which he accepted from God in 
the desert was to bring humanity and creation to its fullness, to bring together into unity men, women and children of all 
races, cultures, religions and walks of life. Lent calls us to re-focus on Christ’s mission which we have accepted as our 
own in baptism and whenever we are more fully aware of the image of God in us. Our mission too is to reach out to 
our, my sisters and brothers whose needs we are called to recognize and serve. Lent calls me to reach out, to be a 
compassionate and life-giving presence in my family and my community. Lent calls me to live the Beatitudes 
in a concrete way so that at the end of my life I may hear Christ say to me: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me (Matthew 25: 40).”  
Have a joyous and fruitful Lenten Journey! Shalom, 
 

 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN  O UR  PAR I SH  
 

COLLECTIONS 

Feb.  4 ................................................ $ 4,102 
Feb. 11 ............................................... $ 3,320 

Pre-Authorized Debits ........................ $  4,980 
Monthly Target………………………… $23,000 
 

We offer condolences to the family and pray 
for the repose of the soul of Eleanor Vickets 

whose funeral will be on Wedn. Feb. 21 
 

SAANICH PENINSULA PARISH RETREAT!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! MARCH 9-11 
This interactive Retreat at St. Elizabeth’s will be 
focused on “Living Gospel through Forgiveness. “ 
Dates: Friday March 9th evening; Sat. March 10th 
morning & afternoon; Sunday March 11th ending 
with the Eucharist. Patti-Anne: “The retreat is 
consistent with a Lenten deepening of prayer, 
meditation, and engagement on scripture with 
focused information about forgiveness, based 
also on information from social and evidence 
based sciences.” 
This retreat will be led by Fr. Peter Doherty from 
Calgary along with our own parishioner Patti-
Anne Kay. They have given this interactive retreat 
to many different parishes and recently published 
a book through Novalis entitled “Forgiveness”.   
View the book synopsis on the following link: 

tinyurl.com/spp-retreat-book. 
No registration required; a good will offering 
collection will be taken at the end of the retreat. 
 
SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN CAN COME WITH 
THEIR PARENTS TO THE RETREAT TOO!!  
To accommodate parents who plan on attending 
the retreat, Jim and Carla Fretwell have kindly 
volunteered their time 
and talent to organize 
fun activities and games 
to occupy the children! 
So bring them along! It 
will be a faith based weekend that both the 
parents and children can enjoy and reflect upon!  
  
RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
Holy Cross: Thurs. March 8 at 7:00 pm 
St.Joseph the Worker: Thurs. March15 at 7:00 pm 
In our Parish at St. Elizabeth: Friday March 16 
at 7:00 pm. 

K OF C PASTA NIGHT: FEB. 23 
The Knights invite you to enjoy a 
delicious pasta dinner on Fri. Feb. 
23. Appys at 6:30 pm, dinner at 7 
pm. Tickets $10 each or $25 for a 
family. Call Roy 652-0340 for info 
 
Pope Francis on Ash Wednesday: 
“If the fruit of faith is charity, as Mother Teresa 
used to say, then the fruit of distrust is apathy 
and resignation. Distrust, apathy, resignation: 
these are demons that deaden and paralyze 
the soul of a believing people. Lent is the ideal 
time to unmask these and other temptations..” 

ON THE LOOKOUT! 
Each of our Parish Ministries touches 
the lives of many people. The 
Ministry to the Sick in hospital and 
to shut-ins at home makes an 

invaluable contribution to the quality of life for so 
many of our parishioners who are no longer able 
to participate in parish activities. This ministry is in 
immediate need of a leader and co-ordinator. 
Please contact Fr Rolf at 250-656-7433.  
 

LENTEN LIBRARY  
As we have now started on our Lenten journey 
please take time to check out the new books on 
display on the trolley at the rear of the 
church.  We are also accepting donations of 
books with a Lenten or Easter theme – if you wish 
to donate a book please leave it in the “Return 
Book” box on the library shelves and enclose your 
name and telephone number. Thank you in 
advance. The Library team. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OUTREACH 
Bishop Gary encourages parishioners to sign up 
for our Diocesan Pastoral Care Outreach 
Training workshops. For continuity, it is 
recommend that participants attend all 4 
sessions. Bring a bag lunch. 
Session 1 The Healing Ministry of Christ 
February 24, 2018 9 am – 3 pm 
St. Patrick’s (Oak Bay) (250) 592-7391  
Session 2 Listening & Communication and Mental 
Health March 10, 2018 9 am – 3 pm 
St. Patrick’s (Oak Bay) (250) 592-7391 
stpat190@telus.net 
Session 3 The Grieving Process and Ministering to 
Families April 14, 2018 9 am – 3 pm 
St. Joseph the Worker (250) 479-7413 
sjtwoffice@shaw.ca 
Session 4 Who Am I as a Pastoral Care Visitor? 
May 26, 2018 9 am – 3 pm  
St. Joseph the Worker (250) 479-7413  
Program Info.: Moira King, Chair, Diocesan 
Health Care Cttee.: mjoiraking@shaw.ca 
 

SIDNEY CLASSICAL ORCHESTRA: MAR. 4 
“Young Soloists” will be featured in concert taking 
place on Sun. Mar 4 at 2:30 pm at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 
 

THANK YOU… 
 WHAT A FEAST: A big thank you to Aida, 

Santos, Flo, William  and the extended 
Follero family and Filippino community who 
last Sunday with sumptuous food and colorful 
dancing entertained us with “A Feast for the 
Philippines”.  $2,012.50 was raised to support 
students of the Pasobolong  Family Centre in 
Zamboanga City, Mindanao, Philippines. 

 Thank you! to all those who contributed to the 
Sidney Lions Food Bank via the Advent Tree 
program.  Our finally tally was $1,387.  An 
amazing way to help out our local community. 

 

CHRISM MASS: MARCH 22 
On Thursday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm, at the 
Cathedral,  Bishop Gary Gordon will be the 
principal celebrant at a Mass that is celebrated 
annually. At this liturgy, we gather around the 
bishop for the blessing and consecration of the 
oils that will be used in all our parishes in the 
coming year.  May our presence at the Chrism 
Mass be a sign of our support and gratitude for 
their ministry—and a reminder that baptism calls 
all of us to lives of service. All are invited to 
attend.  A reception will follow. 
 

FAMILY CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT  
Caregivers often find themselves exhausted, 
stressed, alone & discouraged. You are invited to 
find support and comfort in a group setting to help 
lighten your load and explore solutions.  
Give yourself a once-a-month break by attending 
a session given by the Family Caregivers of 
B.C. at 2159 Mt. Newton X Rd., the Saanichton 
Bible Fellowship, every second Wednesday of 
the month at 1 pm (next session: March 14).  
 

K OF C BURSARY 
Register for a $500 bursary from the BC / Yukon 
K of C: a 6 week process with a final completed 
application by the end of June. Only for students 
entering their 2nd or later year of post secondary 
education in an approved institute.  For more info 
call Roy Battilana 250-652-0340. 
 

 

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH 
 

 MONDAY, FEB. 19 & 26 
1:00 pm Faith Reflection  
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
 

TUESDAY, FEB. 20 & 27 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon 
7:00 pm K of C Rosary (Feb. 20) 
7:30 pm K of C General Meeting (Feb. 20) 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21 & 28 
  NO 9:00 am Mass on Feb. 21 
  Taiji Qigong: cancelled on Feb. 21 
11:00 am Funeral Mass for Eleanor Vickets - Feb. 21 
 

THURSDAY, FEB. 22 & MARCH 1 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon  
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong 
 

FRIDAY, FEB. 23 & MARCH 2 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by  
                    Eucharistic Adoration 
11:00 am Mass at Saan Penins. Hosp. (Feb. 23) 
6:30 pm K of C Pasta Night (Feb. 23) 
   

SATURDAY, FEB. 24 & MARCH  3  
4:00 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY,  FEB. 25 & M ARCH 4  
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Assumption 
9:45 am Children’s Faith Formation  
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR 2017 INCOME 
TAX RECEIPTS - at back of the Church. 

tinyurl.com/spp-retreat-book

