Pastor’s Corner: God speaks to us in our wilderness
While we live in a culture and a world which seems to have ceased to look for God our Advent season invites us to
continue to actively search for God in our lives or in the words of Jesus to “stay awake”, to be open and still, to actively wait in prayer and in action for the rebirth of Christ in our hearts, in our world. Isaiah (40:1-11) calls on us “in the
wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
Well, we have some road construction work to do in our lives because that wilderness is first of all
ourselves! I invite each one of us in a moment of silence to connect with our own personal wilderness. After
all, we all live at times in human situations of loneliness, of barrenness and emptiness, of emotional and spiritual chaos. We all go through desert experiences: the death or absence of a loved one; a sudden unexplained or
maybe a long-lasting illness; an accident; the loss of a job; separation or divorce; an uncertain future; or maybe simply
the maturing as a teenager or as someone entering that supposedly “golden” age. And since the approval by our country’s Supreme Court of “Assisted Suicide” (now called MAID or “Medical Assistance in Dying”), we are now faced with
decisions regarding how to die, our own or how to cope with decisions made by loved ones or friends. Well, God spoke
to the Hebrew people in the wilderness, in their exile far away from home when everything seemed to be lost. He did
so through messengers such as Isaiah, John the Baptist. In the same way God speaks to us in our own wilderness, in our deserts, in our moments of desolation. And again God uses messengers to reach out to us wherever we are. These can be parents, children, friends, strangers, events in our lives as well as the Word of God spoken, broken open for us each Sunday or at other life-giving moments. God also certainly speaks to us in the events of
our time, whether these are joyful or full of ambiguity or of sadness or full of outright evil ! However, we need to be
open and to listen and to discern. It is amazing how God finds some surprising ways to reach out to us. I suspect that God uses Twitter and Facebook ! I am sure God is into all those fancy ways of communicating ! After
all, isn’t God the ultimate source of all these wonderful creations which we as humans are capable of ?
I know for sure that God comes to us especially in the wilderness of our lives. The Protestant theologian
Howard Rice was asked: “How is it that you have become so wise?” He fell silent, eyes filled with tears. Then, grabbing the sides of his wheelchair, Rice choked out these words: “MS mm ss, multiple sclerosis! I was pastor in Chicago,
doing great. Things were going well. But you know what I was doing? I was living on talents. I was preaching on talent.
I was ministering on talent. I was administrating, doing pastoral care and all the things that I had learned … all on my
talent, with God’s blessing of course! But when I got MS, I could not handle it because I couldn’t walk anymore. I had
to give up a lot; suddenly I stopped living on my talent and started to live in trust and it changed my life. I thank God
(as he grabbed his wheelchair), I thank God for my multiple sclerosis. God didn’t bring it to me, but he sure used
it to help me mature in my faith, to find him and to trust him !”
We all have our own stories, our own moments of truth or we will have sooner or later, you can be sure! In this
Advent season God invites us to recognize him, not somewhere outside, but rather within the wilderness of
our lives. It is there that we are challenged to respond and to act or re-act concretely. Christmas time brings us to
reflect on many things. Isn’t it amazing how God finds surprising ways to come back into our lives again and again? If
only we could recognize them, learn from them, discover in them the presence of God who calls us forward, who challenges us to find a deeper meaning in whatever happens to us. Yes, God is like the shepherd in Isaiah 40:1-11who
cares and comforts us, who is faithful to his promises, all the while entering into our pains to transform them into new
life. Let us in all humility allow God to do just that! A new road is being cut through the desert and it is Jesus who will
help us deal with hills and valleys too difficult for us to overcome alone.
On Gaudete (“Rejoice!”) Sunday let us rejoice because God is near, because we are willing to come before
God the way we are with all our faults and blemishes in order to be liberated from sadness, to be freed of all that encumbers our lives. So come to St. Elizabeth this Thurs. Dec. 14 at 7:00 pm when we will all approach our God
with humility and ask for forgiveness during our communal celebration of reconciliation (confession).
Micah 6:8: “What God wants of you. Only this, to do what is right, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with
your God.”
Shalom
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Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...)

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment.

DECEMBER 10, 2017
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11, 2 Peter 3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8

DECEMBER 17, 2017
3 SUNDAY OF ADVENT
rd

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11, 1
Thessalonians 5:16-24

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY

If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would
like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433.

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open
accepting individuals
sensitive to change
and willing to take
Courses untraditional,
unknown to us.
Let us live as
examples of God’s love.

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins
in the foyer so you can get to know us.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Postal Code: ____________
Email: ___________________________________________
Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes ___ No ___
Need donation envelopes? Yes ___ No ___

IN OUR PARISH

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH

COLLECTION
Dec 3 .................................................... $ 4,124
Pre-Authorized Debits .......................... $ 4,980
Monthly Target ..................................... $23,000

RECONCILIATION SERVICE: DEC. 14
All are invited to our Advent Reconciliation
Service on Thurs. Dec. 14 at 7:00 pm. This is
an occasion for Advent reflection and preparation.

1:00 pm

TUESDAY, DEC. 12 & 19
9:00 am
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - for the
intentions of Cari Chernichen (Dec. 12)
11:30 am Friendly Hours Christmas Party
(Dec. 12)
6:00 pm
K of C Christmas Party (Dec.19)

OTHER RECONCILIATION SERVICES:
 Holy Cross Church: Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7 pm
 Our Lady of Fatima: Friday, Dec. 15, 6 pm
 St. Joseph the Worker: Thurs. Dec. 21, 7 pm

FLOWERS & DECORATION FOR CHRISTMAS
As we begin to think about Christmas, we’d like to
share with you that our preference for flower
contributions be made by way of a donation of
money so that fresh flowers can be ordered. We
kindly request any parishioners who can
assist us after the Dec 17th 10:30 mass to help
set up Christmas decorations. The Samahan
Fellowship will serve a lunch for those who
volunteer to help with the decorations.

MARIANAGAR

THANKS

YOU!

Thanks to all those who donated to make the
luncheon for Marianagar such a success. We
collected $3500 and when all the pies have been
sold, we will probably be able to send $4,000 to
Marianagar. Blessings, Linda & John MacGowan

ST. ELIZABETH’S CHURCH DRIVEWAY.

We recently had a driveway drainage problem at
St. Elizabeth’s, due to tree roots causing damage
to the drain pipes. Preliminary repairs have been
made at a cost of $4667.00. The driveway is now
clear, however additional work will still be required
at a later date.
CWL BAKE SALE RAISED $580: THANK YOU!

2018 OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

Please pick up your 2018 Envelopes located at
the back of the church.

MAKE ADVENT TIME

During your Advent preparation please take time
to look at our Advent book display on the trolley at
the rear of the church.

MONDAY, DEC. 11 & 18
Faith Reflection (Dec. 11)

9:00 am

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13 & 20
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s

THURSDAY, DEC. 14 & 21
9:00 am
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s - for the
intentions of Michael & Tracey Chernichen (Dec. 14)
2:00 pm
Prayer Group
7:00 pm
Advent Reconciliation Service
9:00 am
9:00 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
8:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

FRIDAY, DEC. 15 & 22
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by
Eucharistic Adoration
Mass at the Legion Manor (Dec. 15)
SATURDAY, DEC.16 & 23
Confession
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
SUNDAY, DEC. 17
Mass at Our Lady of Assumption
Children’s Faith Formation
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s-for the
intention of Jan Skrzypczak RIP
Christmas decorating at St. Elizabeth’s
Samahan Coffee Fellowship

SUNDAY, DEC. 24 - see Christmas Schedule

PARISH OFFICE

One of the reasons for changing the location of
the office was to make it more accessible. With
this in mind, we welcome anyone that needs
assistance, but also kindly request that you
respect the time constraints of the people working
in the office and limit your visit.

FESTIVITY OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE DEC. 12

Tues., Dec. 12 at St. Patrick's, Mass 7 pm, followed by
potluck. Celebration in Spanish & English.

ANAWIM HOUSE

Anawim House invites us to help bring hope to
others through financial donations and Christmas
gifts of toiletries for the poor: Place these in the
Anawim box in the foyer. Anawim is selling
Christmas trees at 973 Caledonia Ave.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR: DEC. 16

The St. Joseph the Worker CWL is holding their
Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday, Dec. 16 9 am 3 pm. Admission is $1.00 /$2.00 per family.
THANK YOU FROM QUEEN OF PEACE
The Dominican contemplative nuns of Squamish
are “deeply grateful for your generous donation to
assist us in our ministry of prayer and
contemplation….Our Advent Candles remind us
that Christ is our light and life. We see an “advent”
of that in your letter.” Sr. Marie Tersidis, OP,
Prioress.

ADVENT VIDEO ACCESS
Sunday Advent videos:
 Christ is Coming, Let us Draw Near:
tiny.cc/Christ-is-Coming
 Alleluia, the Christ Child Comes:
tiny.cc/The-Christ-Child-Comes
 Come Home to God:
tiny.cc/Come-Home-to-God

END OF THE YEAR!.....

 It’s not too late! If you want to make any
donations...Diocesan Appeal or other...for
tax benefit purpose, please submit before
December 27 in order to facilitate the
bookkeeping process.
 Our Diocesan Appeal has raised $40,110
with 147 households donating to the
Appeal...there is still time to participate!
 Offertory Envelopes: please check your
contact info and address. If corrections are
required, let the office know: 250-656-7433.
 A reminder, please do not fold any of your
bills…they can fit. And please do not tape
the envelope shut…our volunteer counters
would really appreciate it  ; THANK YOU.
 Please do not use the 2017 envelopes in the
2018 year.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
MASS TIMES
Thurs, Dec. 14 - Reconciliation Service
-7:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Sunday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
- 6:00 pm carol singing
- 6:30 pm St. Elizabeth’s
- 8:30 pm Our Lady of Assumption
- 10:00 pm - St. Elizabeth’s
Monday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
- 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s
Tuesday, Dec. 26 - Boxing Day
- 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s
Wednesday and Thursday Dec. 27 and 28
- 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s
Friday Dec 29 - 11:00 am S.P. Hospital
Sat. Dec. 30 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Sun. Dec. 31 - 8:30 am Our Lady of
Assumption,
-10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s
New Year’s Eve - 7:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 New Year’s Day
- 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s
Tuesday to Friday, January 2 to 5
- 9:00am - St. Elizabeth’s
Sat. Jan. 6 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Sun. Jan. 7 - 8:30am Our Lady Assumption
- 10:30 am St. Elizabeth’s

CONGRATULATIONS
 Josh Berryman, Francis Gariguez, Joseph
Shudian, Jasleen Tung, Karen & Mary Vagay recipients of our Parish/ K of C Bursaries
 Rebecca Battilana for winning one of 30
K of C Charity Appeal Bursaries.

MINISTRIES RESUME
 Faith Reflection resumes Jan. 8
 Friendly Hours resumes Jan. 4
Adam and Eve, the first people
to not read the Apple terms and conditions.
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