Saanich Peninsula Parish
Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney
Phone: 250-656-7433
Email: spparish@shaw.ca

Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3
Rectory: 250-652-1557
Web site: www.spparish.com

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9:00 am - noon
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.
Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett
Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa
Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S
10030 Third Street, Sidney

at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton

Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am.
Sundays at 8:30 am
WEEKDAY MASSES

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...)
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment.

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take
Courses untraditional, unknown to us. Let us live as examples of God’s love.
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DEC. 24, 2017 - 2 Sam. 7:1-5,8-12,14-16. R om. 16:25-27, Lk 1:25-27
CHRISTMAS DAY: DEC. 25, 2017 - Isaiah62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17,22-25, Matt 1:1-25
HOLY FAMLY: DEC. 31, 2017 - Gen 15:1-6,17,3b-5,15-16,21:1-7, Heb 11:8,11-13,17-19, Lk 2:22-40
MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD: JAN. 1, 2018- Num 6:22-27 / Gal: 4:4-7 / Luke 2:16-21

2017 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
- 6:00 pm Carols
- 6:30 pm St. Elizabeth’s
- 8:30 pm Our Lady of Assumption
- 10:00 pm - St. Elizabeth’s
Monday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
- 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s
Tuesday, Dec. 26 - Boxing Day
- 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s
Wed. and Thurs Dec. 27 and 28
- 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s

PARISH REPORT

COLLECTIONS:
PAD’s (monthly total):…………….$ 4,980
December 3 ………………………$ 4,124
December 10………………………$ 3,639
December 17………………………$ 4,442
Monthly Target:
Approx. $23,000

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a
nursing home/hospital and would like a visit from the
Pastor or Visitation Team, please call the parish office.

Friday Dec 29 - 11:00 am S.P. Hospital
Sat, Dec. 30 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Sun, Dec. 31 - 8:30 am Our Lady of
Assumption,
- 10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s
New Year’s Eve - 7:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s
Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 Happy New Year
- 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know
you. Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to
the bulletins in the foyer so you can get to know us.

Name: ____________________________________
Address: __________________________________

Tues to Fri. January 2-5
- 9:00am - St. Elizabeth’s

Phone: ____________________

Sat, Jan. 6 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s

Email: _____________________________________

Sun, Jan. 7 - 8:30am Our Lady Assumption
- 10:30 am St. Elizabeth’s

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes __ No __
Need donation envelopes? Yes ___ No ___

We offer condolences to the family and pray for the
repose of the souls of
Mike Egan; funeral will be Sat. Dec. 30 at 1:00 pm
Patrick Kelly; funeral will be Wed. Jan. 3 at 10:00 am
Offertory Envelopes: please check your contact info and
address. If corrections are required, let the office know:
250-656-7433.
Parish Photo Directory is here!! Cost is $15.00
It’s not too late! If you want to make any
donations...Diocesan Appeal or other...for tax benefit
purposes, please submit before December 27 in order
to facilitate the bookkeeping process.

Regular parish activities will resume in 2018 as follows:
 Friendly Hours: Thu. Jan. 4, at 11:30 am
 Prayer Group: Thu. Jan. 4 at 2 pm
 Religious Education: Sun. Jan. 14 at 9:45 am
 Faith Reflection Group: Mon. Jan. 8 at 1 pm
 Taiji Qigong: Wed. Jan. 10 at 10 am
For the latest schedule, please check the online Parish
Calendar at http://tinyurl.com/sppcal.
Sunday Advent videos:
 tiny.cc/Christ-is-Coming
 tiny.cc/The-Christ-Child-Comes
 tiny.cc/Come-Home-to-God
 tiny.cc/Child-of-the-Poor

Christmas message from our Bishop, Gary Gordon
“My dear family, once again it is Christmas, and I am here to wish you a Merry Christmas from myself and from the whole Diocese as
we enter this beautiful time of year—a time when we behold—as the shepherds did, coming to Bethlehem. They were told by the angel that the
sign they would see was a baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. This is the epitome of vulnerability and weakness, and this is
how our God has come among us, so that He could present to us the gift: the gift of the fullness of life that He wishes all of us to have.
Indeed, the Christmas gift that I pray for each of you is that you are able to receive this gift, to receive this abundance of God’s
tenderness, love, and mercy, which is shown to us in a wee infant. This vulnerability is what we are all invited to on our beautiful planet, this
wonderful place that we live: to take care.
And what is more precious than taking care of an infant? An infant who has no power, an infant who has no prestige, an infant who has
no money—and yet, it is this that draws us towards taking care.
If we could just behold the other, if we could behold the other races, the other nations, behold our planet like a tiny infant, and we could hold that
infant and receive this vulnerability, receive this weakness, becoming vulnerable ourselves, becoming weak, so that we can go out and meet all as
our neighbour.
Jesus invites us at Christmas to a great gift—not the giving of a gift; Jesus needs nothing from us—but the receiving of the gift of life, the
fullness of life so that we, too, can behold the vulnerable, the weak, the poor, and see there the face of God, Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God With
Us.
Brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Victoria, I wish you a very merry, very blessed and a very holy Christmas.
In Communion, Bishop Gary Gordon”

Pastor’s corner –Christmas 2017– Emmanuel, God-with-us
On the First Sunday of Advent Dec. 3rd we heard a call from Jesus in the Gospel of Mark to “Stay awake” and to actively watch and wait for
the unveiling of a great mystery. Our four weeks of preparation has come to the end and with the whole of creation and all people of good will we
can rejoice because once more God, the ground of all being, has found us and brings us peace. God’s unconditional love and forgiveness offered
to us at our well-attended communal reconciliation service of Dec. 14th and which made us whole again, is now bearing fruit in the birth of Christ in
our midst, in our hearts. The Light of the World, the Light of my life is renewing me and is again with me continuing the journey of life. Even if I
think I am not ready God has already taken the initiative and comes to me to renew me and to make me whole again. All I have to do is to inhale
God’s power, life and love so that I can become little by little, one day at a time, the person God has intended me to be. As Isaiah 64:8 and the
children reminded us, “we are the clay and you God are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.”
When we say “Today is born our, yes my Saviour!” we are reminded that God is born, reborn in our hearts as a gift to be shared; that we
are part of a birth, we are part of a new beginning which we hope will continue into 2018. Our world is in need of a re-birth and as God has made
us co-creators of that new beginning we are also called to unwrap the gift that we are so that the little and big world around me may become more
God’s world.
I like to share with you my favourite quotation from Meister Eckhart (1260-1328), the German Dominican mystic, who wrote this truth for
us all: “We are all meant to be mothers of God. What good is it to me if this eternal birth of the divine Son takes place unceasingly, but
does not take place within myself? And, what good is it to me if Mary is full of grace if I am not also full of grace? What good is it to me
for the Creator to give birth to his Son if I do not also give birth to Him in my time and my culture? This, then, is the fullness of time:
When the Son of Man is begotten in us.”
As a community of faith in the "Child born to us" let us wish one another the joy of Christ, the Emmanuel, God-with-us, Who
comes to us in so many disguises. During this holy season may we all experience the continued joy and peace of His coming, and may
we learn to recognize Him when He comes.
Assured that God is with us on our journey guiding and strengthening us with the gift of his Spirit, may we continue in 2018, in the words
of Micah 6:8 “to do justice, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with God.”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

