Pastor’s Corner – God continues to shine in and through us in 2018

These past weeks we have celebrated very important feast days: Christmas, Holy Family, Mary - Mother of God,
Epiphany. The religious images (in paintings, prayer cards, etc.) which depict these feast days have, unfortunately, often no relation to the reality of the time of Jesus and also no relation to the reality of our own time. Two years
ago we showed a few of William Kurelek’s nativity scenes and printed them in the bulletins (and now in our
photo directory) because they reminded us in another way of the reality of this our world in which we journey.
Epiphany, epiphaneia the Greek word, means “revelation, manifestation.” It is a feast day of recognition and it
is really the continuation of the great feast of Christmas when we celebrate the birth of God in human form in Jesus, the Christ, the Emmanuel, God-with-us. And the epiphany itself is really celebrated in three phases: the first
event is the visit of the Magi, symbolizing Christ’s manifestation to foreigners, to all peoples. The second is Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan, when Jesus is revealed as God’s son. The third is the miracle of changing water into wine
at Cana, a revelation of Christ’s power, gift from God. And yes, God continues to shine in our own world in 2018.
Of course, the Gospels and the events in them are all “revelations, manifestations” of God in Jesus.
When we look at all these events and happenings, including the event of the visit of the Magi, we have people
reacting in two very different ways. One the one hand, some recognize (“see and believe”) and then pay homage,
express their faith; on the other hand, we have others whose reaction can be summarized by anger and fear. The
shepherds, Anna and Simeon in the temple, the Magi all recognize that in this simple, obscure event of the birth
of this baby in this very ordinary place, there is a significance that is much greater, a revelation or manifestation
from and of God. Later in Jesus’ life, we see how his contemporaries, his neighbours, see him so much as part of
their everyday life that they will ask in disbelief: “Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power?
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary?…Where then did this man get all this? ... And they
took offence at him (Mathew 13: 54-57).” How could the ordinary be the place where anything special is
happening? How could God be acting in our own place, in our own world and in our own time? Remember the exclamation of Nathanael in the Gospel of John 1:46: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip
said to him, “Come and see.” Well, Philip is also inviting all of us, all humanity, to “come and see!”
Epiphany, this feast day of light and recognition, is really a universal feast to be celebrated throughout
the year 2018 because it calls all of us to see the presence of God, the Holy One, in our everyday events,
in the ordinary, in the unexpected and the unplanned.
The Magi followed a star which brought them to something unexpected and unplanned. We celebrated at Christmas the birth of Christ in our hearts and in our lives. That feast continued into 2018, gives us a chance to reflect
on just who it is who has come among us and where He is to be found. It gives us once more the opportunity
to reflect on the significance of Christ’s presence in us and among us; and to what we are called, to be
like Mary, to be mothers of God, giving birth to God in our lives, in our relationships, in our community,
in our world. Yes, as children of God through our baptism, we are all called to be God’s manifestation,
God’s epiphany in this broken world of ours which is in such need of light and hope!
We are all Magi, people with gifts, talents, hopes, dreams: we all see stars. We are all invited to set out on
a journey to wisdom and truth, to become, like the Magi, God-searchers and God-finders.
And so the question for us today is: am I, are we, like the Magi, willing to leave the comfort of our home
to go looking? Are we willing to put aside our accustomed religious thoughts and see Him in the least
likely places, there with us when we feel lost or unimportant, forgotten or ignored? Are we willing to see
Him there in the events that upset our equilibrium and cause us to ask questions that we once thought
we knew the answers for, there in what calls us out of our usual patterns and expectations? Are we willing to be Magi and make the journey in search of the new life God is offering us?
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1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19,
1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20, John
1:35-42
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VIS ITI NG E UCHARIS TI C MINI STRY

If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would
like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433.

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open
accepting individuals
sensitive to change
and willing to take
Courses untraditional,
unknown to us.
Let us live as
examples of God’s love.

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins
in the foyer so you can get to know us.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Postal Code: ____________
Email: ___________________________________________
Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes ___ No ___
Need donation envelopes? Yes ___ No ___

IN O UR PARISH
COLLECTIONS
December 31...................................... $ 2,645
January 1 ........................................... $ 1,599
January 7…………………………… …$ 7,963
Pre-Authorized Debits ........................ $ 4,980
Monthly Target………………………… $23,000
We offer condolences to the family and pray for
the repose of the soul of Mike Egan;
funeral at St. Elizabeth’s: Sat., Feb. 10 at 11 am

SAANICH PENINSULA PARISH RETREAT!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! MARCH 9-11
This interactive Retreat at St. Elizabeth’s will be
focused on “Living Gospel through Forgiveness. “
Dates: Friday March 9th evening; Sat. March 10th
morning & afternoon; Sunday March 11th ending
with the Eucharist. Patti-Anne: “The retreat is
consistent with a Lenten deepening of prayer,
meditation, and engagement on scripture with
focused information about forgiveness, based
also on information from social and evidence
based sciences.”
This retreat will be led by Fr. Peter Doherty from
Calgary along with our own parishioner PattiAnne Kay. They have given this interactive retreat
to many different parishes and recently published
a book through Novalis entitled “Forgiveness”.
View the book synopsis on the following link:
tinyurl.com/spp-retreat-book.
No registration required; a good will offering
collection will be taken at the end of the retreat.
RELIC OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER: JAN. 27
At St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2018
Program for the Day:
Public Veneration:1 - 4:30 pm & 6 - 10 pm
Confessions:1:30 pm - 4 pm & 6 - 9:00 pm
Mass: 5:00 pm
Closing Prayer: 10:00 pm
At approximately 7:00 pm there will be a program
consisting of talks and testimonies, along with
praise and worship music.
THANK YOU FOR THE CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Sincere thanks to all who helped to beautify Our Lady of
Assumption & St. Elizabeth’s. We continue to enjoy the
beauty of the flowers, Creches & Filipino decorations
throughout the Christmas Season.

NEXT WEEK IN OUR PARISH
1:00 pm

MONDAY, JAN. 15
Faith Reflection

9:00 am
11:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

TUESDAY, JAN. 16
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon
K of C Rosary
K of C General Meeting

9:00 am
10:00 am
9:00 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
6:00 pm

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Taiji Qigong
THURSDAY, JAN. 18
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon
Prayer Group
Taiji Qigong

9:00 am

FRIDAY, JAN. 19
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s followed by
Eucharistic Adoration
Mass at the Legion Manor

4:00 pm
5:00 pm

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
Confession
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s

8:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
11:30 am

SUNDAY, JAN. 21
Mass at Our Lady of Assumption
Children’s Faith Formation
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Coffee Fellowship

9:00 am

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: SUN. JAN. 28
The K of C invite you to their first Pancake
Breakfast of 2018. $6 / person, 12 &
under free. Lots of good food and
fellowship. Bring your appetite!

HANTI SIDRA GIFT CARDS
Thank you so much to everyone who made
donations in this program to support the work of
Hanti Sidra One Global Family in Eritrea and
South Sudan. The cards can be used as gifts, not
only at Christmas but for any special event, or at
any time. In 2017, we raised more than $7,000
through the card program, one of our best years
ever. Stephanie and Dennis Schroeder

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST: JAN. 20
Sat. Jan. 20, 8 am at the Horseshoe Club, 620
Kenneth St. Victoria. All ladies are invited to attend the
Women’s Breakfast. Guest speaker: Bishop Gary
Gordon. Register at: http://bit.do/Womens-Breakfast
DIOCESAN FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH
All are welcome! Consider coming out to our
Diocesan Foundations of the Faith Formation
Program to deepen and renew your faith. Part I
of this free. Program begins Wed. evening Jan.
17 and runs for 8 consecutive Wednesdays from
7-9 p.m. at the Pastoral Center 4044 Nelthorpe.
Part II will be offered March 19 & 20–day
sessions.
Registration
through
Eventbrite
(www.eventbrite.com) or contact Glen Palahicky
via email: gpalahicky@rcdvictoria.org

YOUR ALPHA INVITATION!
Curious about faith or know of a neighbour, friend
or lapsed Catholic who is or wants to learn about
the big questions of life? Invite them to Alpha!
Alpha is a place where faith is explored in an
open and non-judgmental atmosphere. All are
welcome to join each week – beginning Monday,
Jan. 22nd at 6 pm at St. Andrew’s Cathedral
Church basement. Each night consists of a meal,
a talk, and small group discussion. Wherever you
are at with faith – whether doubting, skeptical, or
questioning – you are welcome to join us. Please
contact standrewscathedral@gmail.com for more
information & sign up or phone the parish office.
DIOCESAN JOB POSTING
Diocese of Victoria Job Posting: Assistant to the
Judicial Vicar, Marriage Tribunal – See the bulletin
board and diocesan website for a full
description. Please note only those shortlisted for
an interview will be contacted. Deadline for
applications is February 8, 2018.
SIDNEY CLASSICAL CONCERT: JAN. 14
Sun. Jan. 14, 2:30 pm at St. Elizabeth’s: Sidney
Classical Orchestra presents:“ The Elegant Oboe”
TAIZE PRAYER
Evening Prayer in the Style of Taize at St. Mary’s,
Saanichton on 2nd Sunday of the month:
Jan.14, Feb. 11, March 11, April 8, May 13 and
June 10 at 7:00 p.m. Join us and bring a friend.

ADJUSTMENTS IN THE PARISH OFFICE

Melanie Ehrlich is now the office coordinator;
please, address any enquiries to her. Please,
remember that the office is only open Tuesdays
to Friday inclusive 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.
Both Melanie and Gary Koett will work in the
afternoon on the many office tasks which require
concentration especially because of the new
Diocesan-wide ParishSoft computer system.
Please, respect the office hours; thank you.
Receipts for income tax purposes: For various
reasons the receipts will be slightly delayed but
should be available begin February.
Offertory Envelopes: For the next few Sundays
please write your name, address & telephone
number on your envelopes.
Confirm your
contact info and address that is printed on the top
of your envelope box. If corrections are required
please let the office know.
A reminder, please do not fold your bills…they can
fit. And please do not tape the envelope shut…
our counters would really appreciate it  Thank you

PASABOLONG LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER
"A FEAST FOR THE PHILIPPINES:" Join us for a
lunch, dessert, and entertainment, catered by the
Victoria Filipino-Canadian Seniors Assoc.,
Sun, Feb. 4 after 10:30 mass at St. Elizabeth's
Tickets: adults $20; kids under 12 $10. Proceeds
to benefit the Pasobolong - Holy Rosary Family
Centre in Zamboanga City, in education/formation
of youths and care for a local leper colony.
DEVELOPMENT & PEACE ACTION CAMPAIGN
This year, let’s pay tribute to women who build
peace! Across the world brave women are
coming together to struggle, to resist and to build
a more peaceful world.
Development and Peace – Caritas Canada
introduces us to a Columbian, Afghan and a
Syrian woman who work at building peace in their
communities: see the pamphlet “Women at the
heart of peace” or go on-line at devp.org/
campaign/resources. Please sign the Action
Card! Together, let’s call on the Canadian
government to give women the resources they
need to be at the heart of peace.

