Pastoral letter from Bishop Gary Gordon
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Pope Francis has designated Sunday, February 11, 2018, as the 26th World Day of the Sick, drawing our attention to Jesus’
words on the Cross to both Mary and John: “Woman, behold your son ... Behold your mother. And from that hour the disciple
took her into his home” (John 19:26-27).
With these words, Pope Francis notes the maternal role of Mary for the life of the Church: she is a mother to us all, tenderly
caring for both spiritual and physical needs. Mary’s physical care for us, and of course the healing ministry of Jesus, can
never be underplayed: they are signs of the reign of God’s Kingdom announced by Jesus.
In the context of the motto for this year’s World Day of the Sick we also see that in that moment of death we do not witness
hopelessness, but rather real hope and glory! On the Cross, Jesus does not abandon the Church and her suffering members, but rather cares deeply for us, wanting to ensure that in our suffering, we can encounter Christ, know Christ, and find
real hope in the Cross. This hope is communicated through us to the world, to all who are sick and suffering.
Pope Francis acknowledges how the deep response of the Church to the sick and suffering has been a faithful sign
of hope and care for those in need. This is exemplified by the Church herself who is a ‘field hospital’ – to use Pope
Francis’ image – which cares for the sick and suffering on all levels, whether spiritual or physical, in order to address them with the tender care and mercy of Jesus.
This strong tradition is not foreign to our Diocese. Through the tireless self-sacrifice of our parishioners—those who work in
our Catholic and other healthcare institutions; those who visit the sick and homebound; and those who work hard to ensure
no person is alone in their suffering—all these efforts serve to bring the healing ministry of Christ to those in need. I hope
and pray that our efforts in these areas will bear fruit and will continue to grow.
Pope Francis also notes the ways in which the Church has been bestowed with healing power in his address for the 2018
World Day of the Sick. The power of Christ to heal, to accompany, and to strengthen, cannot be underestimated. It
may not always come about in ways we imagine, but the simple act of accompaniment can do wonders for those
who are finding it difficult to bear their suffering alone.
With that in mind, I wish to encourage you to sign up for our Diocesan Pastoral Care Outreach Training workshops within the
Diocese. In these sessions, you will learn what it means to bring a healing ministry to others; how to work through the difficulties of suffering and pain when offering pastoral care; and more. You will be equipped with the tools necessary to tenderly
touch the lives of those who are so much in need of the healing ministry of Christ.
My dear family: the pain, suffering, and sickness in our Diocese is widespread, and it is our privilege and responsibility to
address these issues together. When one member of the body suffers, we all suffer; Christ calls us to respond in grace,
hope, and tenderness. When we accompany others in their time of need, we bring them hope, and give them hope
and strength to see and believe that they are beloved of God. Indeed, this is one of the greatest signs of hope that we as
a Church can bring to people’s lives: to let them know they are not alone. It is my great hope that you will sign up for these
Pastoral Care training sessions, and let that hope shine brightly in the world, through you, beloved of God.
In Communion, Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of Victoria

For continuity, we recommend that participants attend all four sessions.
Please bring a bag lunch to each session; coffee and tea will be provided.
Session 1 The Healing Ministry of Christ February 24, 2018 9 am – 3 pm
St. Patrick’s (Oak Bay) (250) 592-7391 stpat190@telus.net
Session 2 Listening & Communication and Mental Health March 10, 2018 9 am – 3 pm
St. Patrick’s (Oak Bay) (250) 592-7391 stpat190@telus.net
Session 3 The Grieving Process and Ministering to Families April 14, 2018 9 am – 3 pm
St. Joseph the Worker (250) 479-7413 sjtwoffice@shaw.ca
Session 4 Who Am I as a Pastoral Care Visitor? May 26, 2018 9 am – 3 pm
St. Joseph the Worker (250) 479-7413 sjtwoffice@shaw.ca
Program Info.: Moira King, Chair, Diocesan Health Care Cttee.: moiraking@shaw.ca
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Phone: 250-656-7433
Email: spparish@shaw.ca

Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3
Rectory: 250-652-1557
Web site: www.spparish.com

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9:00 am - 12:00 noon
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.
Associate Pastor: Fr. Thomas Chinnappa

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S
10030 Third Street, Sidney

Admin. Assistants: Melanie Ehrlich & Gary Koett
Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton

Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am.
Sundays at 8:30 am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital
Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...)

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment.

FEBRUARY 4, 2018
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Job 7:1-4, 6-7, 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Mark 1:29-39
FEBRUARY 11, 2018
th
6 Sunday in Ordinary Time
Leviticus 13:1-2, 45-46, 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Mark 1:40-45
VIS ITI NG E UCHARIS TI C MINI STRY

If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would
like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433.

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open
accepting individuals
sensitive to change
and willing to take
Courses untraditional,
unknown to us.
Let us live as
examples of God’s love.

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins
in the foyer so you can get to know us.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Postal Code: ____________
Email: ___________________________________________
Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes ___ No ___
Need donation envelopes? Yes ___ No ___

IN O UR PARISH

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH

COLLECTIONS
January Total ..................................... $16,947
Pre-Authorized Debits ........................ $ 4,980
Monthly Target………………………… $23,000

MONDAY, FEB. 5 & 12
Faith Reflection

We offer condolences to the family and pray
for the repose of the soul of Roemmel
Williams whose funeral will be on Feb. 5.

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK: FEB. 9
Friday. Feb. 9 at 11 am (PLEASE
NOTE TIME) a special mass will
be celebrated with the anointing
of the sick and their caregivers.
We encourage everyone who
knows someone who is sick or ailing to please bring him/her to this
mass for a blessing. Let us come together, families, caregivers, friends and ministers to the sick
for this special celebration. Coffee & tea to follow.
PASTORAL CARE OUTREACH
Bishop Gary’s 2018 Pastoral Letter for the World
Day of the Sick encourages parishioners “to sign
up for our Diocesan Pastoral Care Outreach
Training workshops within the Diocese. See
back page, for dates, & locations.
ASH WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 14
Let today be the day you give up who you’ve
been for who you can become.
Let us together begin our Lenten Journey with this
universal day of fasting and abstinence from
meat. We come together to receive the ashes,
symbol of our willingness to change. Mass at St.
Elizabeth’s on Wed. Feb. 14 at 9 am and 7 pm.
Lent is the yearly celebration of the Church’s
communal conversion in Jesus Christ. It prepares
us for Easter as we recall our Baptism and do
penance in preparation for the greatest feast of
the year. It is a call to look at our own personal
sins as well as our participation in the social
consequences of sin which we see in the world.
You are invited to write a personal challenge
which you hope to work on during Lent, and
to place it on the cross at St. Elizabeth’s.

1:00 pm
9:00 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
6:30 pm

TUESDAY, FEB. 6 & 13
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon
CWL Executive Mtg. (Feb. 6)
CWL General Mtg. (Feb. 13)
SVDP Conference Mtg. (Feb. 6)
K of C Executive Mtg. (Feb. 6)

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7 & 14
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14
9:00 am
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s with
distribution of ashes
10:00 am
Taiji Qigong
7:00 pm
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s with
distribution of ashes. (Feb. 14)
9:00 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
6:00 pm

THURSDAY, FEB. 8 & 15
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Friendly Hours Soup Luncheon
Prayer Group
Taiji Qigong

FRIDAY, FEB. 9 & 16
9:00 am
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (Feb. 16)
9:00 am
Mass at the Legion Manor (Feb. 16)
11:00 am World Day of the Sick Mass at
St. Elizabeth’s (Feb. 9)
SATURDAY, FEB. 10 & 17
11:00 am Funeral for Mike Egan (Feb. 10)
2:00 pm
El Shaddai (Feb. 10)
4:00 pm
Confession
5:00 pm
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
SUNDAY, FEB. 11 & 18
8:30 am
Mass at Our Lady of Assumption
9:45 am
Children’s Faith Formation
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am Samahan Fellowship Mtg.(Feb.18)
For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal

K OF C PASTA NIGHT: FEB. 23
The Knights invite you to their Annual Pasta Night
on Fri. Feb. 23. Cocktails at 6:30, dinner at 7 pm.
Come out, enjoy a good meal good company.

PARISH RETREAT! MARCH 9-11
This interactive Retreat at St. Elizabeth’s is a
Lenten Journey with Fr. Peter Doherty OMI and
Patti-Anne Kay of our parish: “Living the Gospel
through Forgiveness, empowering you to bring
the blessings of forgiveness in your life. This is a
time for prayer, reflection and exploring how we
can truly forgive others even in difficult situations.
Based in Scripture and real-life stories, we
explore hands-on practical forgiveness in a way
that deepens your faith life and understanding the
freedom that forgiveness brings. We offer tools
and strategies that help whether you, or a family
member is held captive in anger or bitterness in
their struggle to forgive. We hope others will be
inspired to become “Healers with Scars.” The
retreat begins on Friday evening, continues on
Saturday with morning & afternoon sessions and
concludes on Sunday morning. Father Doherty
and Patti-Anne Kay have recently published a
book through Novalis entitled “Forgiveness”.
View the book synopsis on the following link:
tinyurl.com/spp-retreat-book.
No registration required; a good will offering
collection will be taken at the end of the retreat
SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN CAN COME WITH
THEIR PARENTS TO THE RETREAT TOO!!
To accommodate parents who plan on attending
the retreat, Jim and
Carla Fretwell have
kindly
volunteered
their time and talent
to
organize
fun
activities and games
to
occupy
the
children! So bring them along! It will be a faith
based weekend that both the parents and children
can enjoy and reflect upon!
FAMILY CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT
Caregivers often find themselves exhausted,
stressed, alone & discouraged. You are invited to
find support and comfort in a group setting to help
lighten your load and explore solutions.
Give yourself a once-a-month break by attending
a session given by the Family Caregivers of
B.C. at 2159 Mt. Newton X Rd., the Saanichton
Bible Fellowship, every second Wednesday of
the month at 1 pm (this month: February 14).

ADJUSTMENTS IN THE PARISH OFFICE

Melanie Ehrlich is now the office coordinator;
please, address any enquiries to her. Please,
remember that the office is only open Tuesdays
to Friday inclusive 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.
Both Melanie and Gary Koett will work in the
afternoon on the many office tasks which require
concentration especially because of the new
Diocesan-wide ParishSoft computer system.
Please, respect the office hours; thank you.
Receipts for income tax purposes: For various
reasons the receipts will be slightly delayed but
should be available soon.

BURSARY OPPORTUNITY
The Catholic Health Association of BC will be
awarding 2 bursaries of $250 each to two 2018
graduating students who are members of a BC
parish. Students must submit a 500 word essay
that demonstrates an understanding of the
significance of Spirituality in Health Care.
Deadline March 9. See poster in the foyer.
Canada Summer Jobs program issue
Last week copies were available of the Bishops’
statement of Jan. 11 re. the new requirement of
attesting that “both the job and the organization’s
core mandate must respect individual human
rights in Canada,….including reproductive rights
(this includes the right to access safe and legal
abortions).” On Jan. 25 the CCCB together with
several faith leaders held a press conference in
Toronto and called on the Prime Minister and the
Canadian Government to amend these new
“Canada Summer Jobs” guidelines and
application
process
to
enable
religious
organizations to remain true to their identity and
beliefs. Some 80 leaders of various faith
groups signed the statement.
You can find a copy of the text and the lists of
signatories in the foyer of the church.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
During Lent, Stations of the Cross will be held at
St. Elizabeth’s on Mondays, 7 pm starting Feb.19.

