
April 5, 2020 
 
Dear members of our faith community; 

This weekend is already the third weekend when we are unable to come together 
physically to celebrate the Eucharist, a sad occurrence but at the same time a wonderful 
occasion once more to be together to celebrate our faith in a unique and life-giving way. 
Yes, we are united in praying together, in being nourished by the Word of God, in a Spiritual 
Communion with the suffering and risen Lord who enters our heart and remains with us as 
we enter the most Holy Week of our Liturgical year ending with Easter. I hope that you are 
able to connect with the many spiritual activities on the internet as well as to connect with 
one another by telephone or in other electronic ways. It is wonderful how technology is truly 
a God-given gift to us in these difficult times. 

As Christians we are called to be Easter people, people who despite signs of 
suffering and death around us are called to be people of hope. Some of you may personally 
be suffering because of financial hardship even of a job loss, or because of the loss of a 
loved one, or because personal relationships are challenged when isolation and loneliness 
keeps us apart. And yet, when we know that so many in our wider world are far worse off, 
we also know ourselves to be blessed, that we have many reasons to be thankful. 

In this Holy Week we are reminded that we believe in a God who in Jesus 
identified with all the familiar and now also unfamiliar signs of death and dying, and that God 
lives them with us. We are challenged to accept that our God is faithful to this way of being 
with us. And it is because of this fidelity that Christ conquers all forms of death and 
dying. That is the triumph of the Cross, symbol of suffering but also of victory, which 
we will celebrate this coming “Good Friday”; good because by the Cross Jesus freed 
us from all bonds and chains and he shared God’s life with us both now in this life 
and beyond. 

 As we are united together in celebrating the Eucharist (you are all with me in 
my heart and prayer when I celebrate Mass alone at the moment) we celebrate this 
Paschal mystery. But we also celebrate it in our everyday lives; we celebrate it every 
time we emerge from a tomb and are freed, called to new life. Sometimes that tomb is 
what we have created ourselves, the tomb of sin, to tomb of greed/ selfishness, etc. Our 
faith in Jesus tells us that already here and now my faith in God can loosen the bonds that 
bind me to all forms of death the way Lazarus was bound by linens and freed because of 
Jesus’ call to him (last week’s gospel of John 11: 1-45). Our faith tells us that our death 
experiences, no matter how painful, need not be death experiences. Each life experience 
that helps us to see what binds us and how we can be freed is one that is life giving, 
an experience that gives us hope. We need to keep this hope in our hearts; it is a gift 
from God given to each one of us in our baptism, in our faith, given to us in this 
Lenten season. 



I think it is also given to us in this time of the Covid19 pandemic. What we are living 
at the moment in our world is truly a Kairos moment; a moment which is an opportunity for 
us individually but also collectively to be reconnected to what is the most important, the truly 
essential in our lives. It is a time of reflection so that we may enjoy more profoundly the 
goodness and blessings we experience around us.  

 
The many beautiful images of children and adults thanking first responders; of 

singers, musicians, artists expressing beauty, joy, thanksgiving; the images of hard-working 
care-givers of all kinds; all these remind us of our fundamental humanity and of our 
connectedness. And so we might want to reflect also on what lies before us: How will our 
personal relationships be after this pandemic is over? Not only our inter-personal but also 
our economic and political relationships, our relationships with the rest of the world and 
especially with the most vulnerable and disadvantaged? 

This coming feast of Holy Thursday reminds us of the institution of the Eucharist 
when Christ at the Last Supper (John 13:1-15) gave Himself as nourishment to us and when 
He reminded us especially that we are all called to be nourishment for each other, to be 
of service to each other. That’s why Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and calls us to 
wash one another’s feet: “for I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done for you (John 13:15).” 

As we enter Holy Week let us pray in a special way for all those in our faith 
community who are ill or all those who have family members or friends who are ill elsewhere 
in the world.  

As a Dominican I want to share with you that two Dominican brothers have died of 
Covid 19, one in Italy and one in England. Another 22 Dominican brothers and 8 cloistered 
nuns are hospitalized with the virus in several countries in Europe, in the USA, and in the 
Philippines.  

Let us also pray for Pope Francis in Rome who daily shares wisdom and hope with 
people of all faiths; you can follow him on www.tv.2000it/live as well as on Salt and Light. 

  
Where to watch Masses Live Streamed: 
I invite you to join our Bishop Gary as the celebration of this Passion/Palm Sunday 

(April 5) is livestreamed from the Cathedral in Victoria at 10:00 am (this year the Passion 
Gospel is Matthew 26:14-27:66). Next week the Bishop will be preaching a Holy Week 
Mission with reflection and mass on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7pm.  
The celebration of the Holy Week Triduum will be livestreamed on Holy Thursday at 7:00 
pm; Good Friday at 3:00 pm; Easter Vigil at 7:00 pm; Easter Sunday at 10:00 am. In order 
to connect, click directly here at Diocese of Victoria's Live Stream.  You may also like to 
check out other events and Live streaming on the Diocesan website under “News and 
Events” 

  

http://www.tv.2000it/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRinXZ2d6GBMpnDM7boV1CA


A message from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB): 
As we practice self-isolation to minimize the spread of COVID-19 in our 

community, religious leaders and organizations across Canada have prepared a message 
entitled "Hope, Gratitude and Solidarity: A Message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in 
Canada in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic". The message has been endorsed by the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), and the 25 member Churches of the 
Canadian Council of Churches, together with the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, the 
Canadian Rabbinic Caucus, the Canadian Council of Imams, the Hindu Federation of 
Canada, the World Sikh Organization of Canada, and many other faith representatives and 
religious organizations, some of whom are gathered through the Canadian Interfaith 
Conversation. 

You can view this message on the Diocesan 
website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesan-blog/messagereligiousleaderscovid19 

  
Donations: 

Lastly, we wish to thank those who have continued their donations through PAD’s (Pre-
Authorized Debit) as well as those who have sent their donations by mail. E-Transfers are 
also possible by sending the e-transfer donation directly to the Diocese Development Office 
at: developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org.  Remember to include your Full name and the Parish 
Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so that it can be passed on to 
our parish.  It is advisable to email our Parish office at spparish@shaw.ca after the 
transaction is completed in order that we can also track it as well. 

As things are fluid in how we’re managing things here, we have decided to reopen 
our old mail slot at the church in order to receive envelopes that parishioners may wish to 
drop off. Many of you know where this old mail slot is, but for those of you who don’t, you 
will find it on the North Side of the St. Elizabeth church’s building about 5 feet up on the wall 
and connected to the old parish office.  We have a sign above it that says “Mail Drop 
Off” It’s on the “Exit” side of the Parking Lot.  

But, please do NOT come to the Front Door of the Church to drop off envelopes.   
 

May God bless you; may God’s face shine upon you and may God grant you peace. 
Fr. Rolf, OP (250-656-7433 or 652-1990):  rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org  
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