
In his homily last week on the Gospel of John 21:1-14 Pope Francis touched on something which I think 
is very important as we continue to live in isolation, physically away from one another even if we also try 
and be together in mourning, in prayer, in thought, virtually in various ways. When I celebrate mass/the 
Eucharist alone you are all present in my prayer. In the same way you are present at the celebrations 
which you may follow virtually of our Bishop Gary or of Pope Francis. But this supposedly “new normal” 
pains all of us and should bring us to long for the eventual return of concrete physical and communal fel-
lowship. No doubt, the aftermath of the Covid 19 pandemic may bring about many changes in our way of 
seeing our surrounding environment, in our traveling and meeting habits, in our communication, etc.  But 
we have to make sure that our way of worshiping will always contain the essential and necessary con-
crete aspects of true relationship, of physical communion with the Body of Christ and with one another.  
 The passage in the Gospel of John relates how, after the Resurrection of Jesus, his disciples went 
back to their daily routine of being fishermen, of providing for their families. It was the natural thing to do. 
But they had not forgotten Jesus. Jesus was in their memory, present in their hearts as they continued 
the journey in life. It is while they were fishing that Jesus appears to them and that his disciples recog-
nize his presence. Pope Francis says : “They knew it was the Lord, the encounter with the Lord was nat-
ural, the Apostles’ familiarity with the Lord had grown.” As the story unfolds we see Jesus having break-
fast with them on the shore, breaking bread with them, being with them, forming community with them. 
Jesus would have asked them about their families, about their parents and children, about their common 
friends.  
 Pope Francis compares that situation of the disciples in the Gospel with ours today: “We Christians too, 
in our life’s journey are in this state of walking, of progressing in familiarity with the Lord,… a daily famili-
arity with the Lord. …This familiarity of Christians with the Lord is always of community. Yes, it’s 
intimate, it’s personal but in community. A familiarity without community, a familiarity without 
Bread, a familiarity without the Church, without the people, without the Sacraments is dangerous. 
It could become — let’s say –a gnostic familiarity, a familiarity only for myself, detached from the 
people of God. The Apostles’ familiarity with the Lord was always that of community, it was always at 
table, sign of community; it was always with the Sacrament, with the Bread.”  
Pope Francis continues: “I say this because someone made me reflect on the danger that this moment 
that we are living, this pandemic that has made all of us communicate, including religiously, through the 
media, through the means of communication, we are all communicating, but not together, we are spiritu-
ally together. We are together, but not together…This isn’t the Church: this is the Church of a diffi-
cult situation, which the Lord permits, but the ideal of the Church is always with the people and 
with the Sacraments — always.” 
Pope Francis relates how a bishop had criticized him for celebrating in an empty St. Peter’s, that there 
should be at least a few dozen. The same for us priests when we are told why not have a few people 
present when you celebrate the Eucharist. Of course, the reason is that unknowingly and unwillingly we 
can be transmitters of the virus to those near us who may be vulnerable. The other reason is that we 
should not privilege a few select parishioners while not allowing others who would like to be present.  
Pope Francis then relates that he understood the bishop saying to him: “Be careful not to virtualize 
the Church, to virtualize the Sacraments, to virtualize the People of God. The Church, the Sacra-
ments, the People of God are concrete. It’s true that at this moment we must have this familiarity with 
the Lord in this way, but we must come out of the tunnel, not stay there. And this is the familiarity of the 
Apostles: not gnostic, not virtualized, not egotistical for each one of them, but a concrete familiarity in the 
people — familiarity with the Lord in daily life, familiarity with the Lord in the Sacraments, in the midst of 
the People of God.”  
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MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
As we continue to journey and pray together during these 
challenging times, please join Bishop Gary Gordon as he celebrates 
Mass through a live stream from the Cathedral.   To access the live 
stream link from the Diocese of Victoria website, simply click 
on the following link:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-
stream. Sundays at 10 am: Monday to Friday at 7 PM.  
 
MERLIN’S MUSINGS 
What do you get if you cross a gold dog with a telephone? A golden 
receiver! Our favourite golden retriever, Merlin, would like to be a 
“golden receiver” for all of your questions about God, faith, dogs, 
and life.  Bishop Gary and Merlin will answer your questions on 
Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the live streamed Mass. Tune in via 
the live streaming link here. Send in your questions in advance to 
merlin@rcdvictoria.org Young people of all ages are invited to 
participate! 

DONATIONS 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations. 
We have reopened our old mail slot on the North Side of St. 
Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 5 feet up on the wall. 
Please do NOT come to the Front Door of the Church to 
drop off envelopes. For anybody wishing to send via E-
Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocese Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Please include 
your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” 
in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our 
parish. Also let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it too.  
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 
If you know of others who would like their email address 
added to our distribution list please call the office at  
250-656-7433 or email  spparish@shaw.ca   

I think we need to keep in mind that message in the months to come. There is a real danger that we isolate 
ourselves in our own little world, that we become satisfied with having virtual relationships with each other and 
with God. Our reliance in this modern world on the computer, on virtual communication, has already changed our 
relationships, moved us away from the reality of the concrete and bringing many people to spin themselves into 
cocoons. We need to resist this temptation and remember that we are not alone, that we are social human 
beings who need each other and who need to reach out to others; that we live in families, in human communities 
both small and big, in a wider world community. While the present pandemic has forced us into barriers and 
separations, they must not become permanent. We need to continue to overcome divisions in our world 
and strive for the common good of the whole. 
Pope Francis’ message then is also an incentive for all of us to remain connected. We need to continue to pray 
for each other as we are isolated; may we do so also together with other family members if we are not alone. 
The time after Easter is always a time when the Gospels relate how the disciples of Jesus withdrawing in fear 
were mourning together the loss of their friend and master, but also withdrawing in order to pray, to pray so that 
their hearts and minds would be receptive to the gift of the Spirit which would encourage and strengthen them. 
This is also true for us today, a Kairos moment.  
The times of silence that we can enjoy in these times should be important moments to listen to the God 
present in the silence, to get in touch with ourselves, with the Spirit present in us as well as to listen to 
the wisdom of people and to expand the circle of ideas leading to the pursuit of the good. These times 
are truly an opportunity for all of us to discover and establish new concrete ways to be connected to one 
another and to the most vulnerable people around us in our own communities, but also to the millions of 
poor and vulnerable people in our wider world.  
This week, as we face the terrible tragedy in Nova Scotia, we need to grieve and mourn together with the many 
families affected even if it will be difficult to do so in concrete physical ways. Let us pray together in solidarity with 
them. Let us pray for continued strength and courage for all those affected by the present crisis, and especially 
for the selfless first responders who keep us safe.  
Here is a prayer which Pope Francis offers us as we receive spiritual communion:       
I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus, and I offer You the repentance of my contrite heart, which 
abases itself in its nothingness in Your holy Presence. I adore You in the Sacrament of your Love, the 
ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive You in the poor abode that my heart offers You.  
While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental Communion, I want to possess You in spirit.  
Come to me, O Jesus, that I may come to You. May your love inflame my whole being in life and in death. 
I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You. AMEN.        Fr Rolf, OP    (church: 250-656-7433 or cell: 250-652-1990) 
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