
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
at ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton:    
             Sundays at 8:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Pastor’s corner – August 29, 2021 
We are so blessed! We have the privilege to gather together to celebrate, support 

and nourish each other in our faith. We can do so despite the rising numbers of Covid 
cases and hospitalizations which has forced us to cancel the social gathering and picnic 
which we had planned for Sept. 12. Let us pray in thanksgiving for all those who are 
affected by the present situation and especially for all those first responders who continue 
to make it possible for us to feel safe and for us to have the basic benefits of daily life: 
health care, public transit, food sources, clean water, garbage pickup; etc., etc. 

In order for all of us to continue to feel safe in church you are being asked to 
wear a mask when you enter the church. Please, read the letter from our Bishop 
Gary. If you have not been fully vaccinated we kindly ask you to stay home as you 
are connected to us in prayer. Please, do not come to church until you have been 
vaccinated. Like so many other things in life we do so for the benefit of others and 
the common good even if you personally would prefer to do otherwise. On behalf of 
our faith community I thank you for taking this seriously in consideration. 

Of course, it is not just the Sept. 12 picnic which is cancelled. It is more than likely 
that many of our usual activities will continue to be curtailed this coming fall: gatherings 
such as Friendly Hours, pancake breakfasts, large meetings, etc. We are waiting for the 
public health announcements in September to see if this changes.  

All this underlines the importance for all of us to get fully vaccinated as well as the 
need for rich countries like Canada to ensure the vaccination of all peoples in poorer 
countries. During the election campaign let us press all parties to agree that Canada 
should share generously with poor countries any vaccines or provide necessary funding.  
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Let us remember that this is for their health as well as for our own benefit: we are in 
this together not just here in BC and Canada but in the world. Our solidarity in a common 
humanity as children of our God demands it from us Christians as well as all those who 
believe that we are all responsible for the common good. The Covid-19 pandemic, the 
environment crisis of global warming with fires and drought are all reminding us that we 
are global citizens as well as citizens of our own nations.  

For the past year and a half Pope Francis as well as many not-for-profit human 
rights groups as well as the World Health Organization have decried the “vaccine 
nationalism” whereby countries and companies hoard for themselves the vaccines and 
the science and knowledge behind their production. Vaccines which are for the good of 
the health of people should not be used as an economic tool; rather the knowledge and 
science about vaccines should be shared. This continues the calls for universal access to 
Covid-19 vaccines and the lifting of patent restrictions. 

The Encyclical “Laudato Si” stressed the common good to protect the environment. 
Covid-19 has shown, in the words of Pope Francis, “the necessity to unite scientific 
capabilities in a transparent and impartial way to find vaccines and treatments. ... We 
need a spirit of communion that allows us to generate a different economic model that is 
inclusive, just, and sustainable. Every social injustice, every marginalization that leads to 
poverty or misery impacts the environment as well. Nature and persons are united.” 

Lately Pope Francis also underlined our moral responsibility to get vaccinated and 
to make sure that others get vaccinated. He, as well as leaders of many faith groups, 
have stressed the need for everyone to take the vaccine: “It is an ethical choice because 
you are gambling with your health, with your life, but you are also gambling with the lives 
of others.” It is sad to hear of pastors and others who base themselves on faith while 
urging people not to get vaccinated. Others will claim that we are “free”, that I am “free” to 
do what I want. Yes, we are free human beings but, as social beings in relationship with 
others, our freedom, our will and “wants” are always conditioned by our responsibility 
towards others, by how our actions affect others. 

Our human nature brings us often to resist change. People refused to wear seat 
belts when they first came out on the basis of their freedom. We smoked cigarettes and 
drank and drove because after all we should be able to do what we like. Today hardly 
anybody refuses to wear seat belts when driving in public or flying in a plane because we 
have discovered and learned that it saves lives. We know that cigarette smoke is not 
good for our own health as well as the health of our loved ones and others; and we could 
go on. We have matured as human beings and we know that our freedom needs to be 
curtailed for our own good and the good of others. Freedom is obedience to truth, truth 
which constantly needs be searched for and to be discovered. 
        Shalom, fr Rolf, OP 
 
We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Jerry Loughead who died on Aug.22; funeral will be on Sept. 10 at St. Eliz. at 10:00 am 
Raymond Renaud who died on Sept. 3, 2020; funeral service Sept. 3, St. Eliz. 1:00 pm 
Robert Christopher Jordan who died on Sept.18, 2020; internment was Aug. 9, 2021 
Simo Olavi Laitinen (90) who died on Oct. 17, 2020; internment was Aug. 14, 2021 
Thomas Arthur Britton (58) who died on April 4, 2020; funeral was Aug. 17, 2021 
Rita Fox who died on February 17, 2021; internment was Aug. 20, 2021 



Gerardus van der Linden (83) who died on Aug. 9, 2021; funeral was on August 24 
Michael Miller (77), brother of Susan McConnell, who died on July 31, 2021 
Sr. Chrys Brennan, sister of Joan Murphy, who died on Aug. 3, 2021 in St.John’s Nfld. 
Wendy Moody, sister of Gary Koett, who died on Aug. 13, 2021 
Roger Duchene who died in Ontario on Aug. 12, 2021 
 

We welcome into our faith community in baptism: 
Sophiah Bajao Schneider, daughter of Michael and Airene 
Zeviana Tacluyan, daughter of Raphael and Gretyl 
Alejo Lorenzo Villafuerte, son of Rejean and Maria Carmina 
Lemuel Ralph Avila Rosales, son of Rafael and Jenilyn 
 

LETTER FROM OUR BISHOP GARY GORDON - AUG. 25, 2021: 
 

“The B.C. government has announced that effective August 25th, face coverings must 
be worn in all indoor public spaces throughout BC to help slow the transmission of 
COVID-19. Worship services are exempt from the provincial mask mandate; 
however, we strongly recommend that face coverings be worn by all people born in 
2009 or earlier during worship services. For all other uses of church buildings 
(parish social events, meetings of church groups, hall bookings, etc), face 
coverings must be worn.  

A face covering is defined as a medical or non-medical mask that covers the nose and 
mouth. Face shields are not a substitute for a mask, as there is an opening below the 
mouth. As described on the government’s website 
(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions), there are a number of 
conditions under which a person is not required to wear a face covering. These 
exceptions must be respected, and compassion, good judgement, and pastoral sensitivity 
are encouraged.  

An updated set of General and Liturgical Directives are attached and have been 
posted online in accordance with the new mask mandate 
(https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/responsetocovid19-0). We remind all parishes of the 
key Directives that remain in place, including:  

• Parishioners in the Diocese of Victoria remain dispensed from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass at a church. Anyone who is sick or not feeling well must 
stay home.  
• Parishioners are to be reminded not to shake hands or hug each other during the  

Kiss of Peace, unless they are sitting together as a family unit. Continuing the sign of 
peace with a gesture, such as bowing, is recommended.  
• All people distributing Communion must either stand behind a clear Plexiglas screen 

or wear a face covering.  
• Communion in this Diocese will continue to be distributed on the hand only.  
 
As Pope Francis said in his video message on August 17th, “Getting vaccinated is a 

simple yet profound way to care for one another, especially the most vulnerable. I pray to 
God that each one of us can make his or her own small gesture of love… small gestures 
for a better future”.  
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All Catholics who are able to do so are encouraged to follow the example of Pope 
Francis, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Bishop Gary and receive the Covid-19 vaccine; 
widespread vaccination is our path to restriction-free liturgical gatherings, activities, and 
visits.  

Please keep in prayer the many places in our world that do not have the kind of health 
care system that we do, nor an equitable access to vaccines. Thank you for your prayers 
and efforts as we work together during these challenging times.” 

          Bishop Gary Gordon 
 
 

BC MINISTRY of  HEALTH: 
“As COVID-19 vaccinations are administered throughout the province, we can gather in-
person again to share hope, healing, restoration and recovery. As pillars of strength, 
religious organizations and faith-based worship services play a critical role in 
connecting the community by supporting beneficial and safe social interactions. … 
But give others space. Not everyone will feel comfortable being close to others, 
including sitting, standing shoulder-to-shoulder or shaking hands. While there are no 
size limits on worship services (indoor or outdoor), faith leaders should encourage 
everyone to spread out in the available space before, during, and after services.” 
 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca . Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” 
feature and therefore we do not require a security question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your 
weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - SUSPENDED 
Given the recent directives from BC Health and the Bishop, coffee fellowship after the 10:30 am Mass is suspended 
until further notice. Thank you to the teams of volunteers who have provided it for the past 2 months. 

 
British Columbia Bishops’ Campaign in Support of Healing and Reconciliation 
The Catholic bishops of British Columbia recognize the need for a province-wide initiative to raise 
funds to support healing and reconciliation among Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. This 
appeal will launch formally in September 2021, at which time further details will be provided. 
The goal of the Campaign is to support residential school survivors and Indigenous communities in 
our province as part of our ongoing response to the recommendations of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. This includes projects that promote healing and reconciliation. As part 
of this process, each bishop will consult with Indigenous leadership, survivors, elders, and other community 
members. The bishops of British Columbia sincerely hope that this Campaign will help to restore trust and further 
the ongoing journey to truth and reconciliation. In our Diocese of Victoria, donations may be made on-line at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/donate-healing-reconciliation  
Or you can drop off at our parish or in the Sunday collection either cash in an envelope or cheque payable 
to the “Diocese of Victoria”; in the memo put “Healing & Reconciliation”.  
 
BIRTHRIGHT’S ANNUAL STROLLERTHON – SEPT. 11 
The Lally family from our parish are walking and would love to have your support!  Please see the Strollerthon 
poster and pledge forms in the lobby of the church. Clearly labelled pledges (please mark ‘Strollerthon’ on the 
outside of the envelope and include your name and contact details inside) may be left in the office or dropped in the 
collection plate.   
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