
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, First Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 10:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.                  Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich   
Email:  Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org            Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

DEC. 1  2019 ,  
1

st  
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:37-44 
Psalm 122: Let us go re-
joicing to the house of 
the Lord. 

Pastor’s corner  
What will this Advent be for us? 

 

     With this Advent Sunday we begin a new liturgical year (year A in the Lectionary) and so I wish you a truly Blessed New 
Year! Advent, what does it mean to us, all those days before Christmas which we call “Advent” from the Latin “ad venire”, 
“come to”? Will this time called Advent really matter to the way I will think and live these next 4 weeks? Well, yes, that is at 
least to what we are invited! Advent time is God’s gift to us so that we might be nourished and draw strength. Very early on 
Christians looked on this darker and colder time as a gentler time, when the community would slow down in its 
work and activities and when they would remember their roots, sing songs and open the Scriptures to those stories 
of promise which gave hope despite the challenges and difficulties they were living, the unbelief and mistrust.  
     We obviously live in different times in this 21st century and yet also in similar times. We are not living in a culture that 
respects in the same way the change of the seasons. We may wonder why our forefathers and mothers saw this “Advent” 
time to be a time of remembering and reflection, of repentance and fasting, of longing and hoping for an ultimate fulfillment 
not-yet-found. But at the same time when we do stop and slow down, when we do reflect and remember, we too have to 
admit that there is something about our own world that is incomplete. We too look at today’s world and we feel and we know 
that, despite all the good done by so many wonderful people in our world, there is also something terribly out of joint, that 
injustices continue to hurt and wound an awful lot of people, that war, violence and hatred are all too often the means of 
dealing with relationships. We know that God’s creation of which humans are only stewards is being held hostage by a few 
who exploit the environment, land, water and air for the benefit of a few. And, yes, we know that in many respects we are 
part of the problem; that we are not doing enough to make sure that this beautiful earth and universe will be there for our 
grandchildren to enjoy. We also know that all too often in our modern world we make idols and heroes of people in sports, 
entertainment  and business but forget or ignore those heroes who truly give of themselves for others to better the world. 
     Each one of us and we all together as a community, as a country, we can make a long list of things that we need to cry 
out about, even when we have to admit we often avoid doing so because it is such a downer! And yet we do need to do just 
that (and the young of our world keep on reminding us!) so that we might wake up as individuals and as a world, so that we 
might change and long for those things that are possible if only we set our minds, our hearts and our actions to them.  
     Well, that is what Advent is all about. A time of being watchful and receptive, open to the realities of our world, 
the darkness as well as the light present there, and yes, both!. Yes, there are many distractions from all that and it is 
easy to get busy instead with the myriad of things we are told need to be done before Christmas but which we know deep 
down in our hearts will not satisfy us. So, let this Advent be different. Let us, like Mary, carry in silence in our womb 
our longings and the longings of our world. Let us, like Mary and Jesus, allow God to rewrite the story of our life 
and to reshape us like the potter shapes the clay. Let us, like Mary, listen for the longings and the promises that 
warm our hearts and the hearts of the world, longings and promises which ultimately come from God and which we 
know in faith will be fulfilled by God alone. Advent invites us to depend on those promises and find in them, and in 
them alone, our security. Advent invites us to allow God’s grace to make our faith more profound, to make our hope 
grow stronger, to make our love find greater intensity all around us. After all, grace empowers change and growth 
and new beginnings. Grace makes it possible for God to be reborn in us. Grace especially helps us prepare for the 
moment which we know will come upon each one of us when we as humans have an ultimate and final encounter with a 
loving and merciful God, whenever that moment will come. That is why we need to prepare in watchful waiting, in attentive 
silence, and in expectant listening to God’s presence within and around us, and persevere!  
 Take home one of the Advent booklets which give short daily meditations that can enrich your day. Make an Advent wreath 
at home and take five minutes each evening in silence and prayer. Talk with each other on how you might celebrate both 
Advent and Christmas in a different way, in a more reflective, peaceful, truly joyful way. 
 Let us also be reconciled with God and with each other as we celebrate together at St. Elizabeth’s our communal 
Sacrament of Reconciliation on Friday December 13 at 7:00 pm. Parents bring your children; children bring your 
parents; after all there is no school the next day!                                                                                               Shalom!               Fr. Rolf, OP 
 

DEC. 8,  2019 ,  
2

nd 
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-9 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Psalm 72: In his day may 
righteousness flourish and 
peace abound forever. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN OUR PARISH 
 

COLLECTION 
November 3........................................................ $ 5,129 
November 10 ..................................................... $ 3, 030 
November 17………………………………..$ 4,122 
November 24 ..................................................... $ 1,863 
Pre-Authorized Debits (Nov.) .......................... $ 5,180 
Monthly Target ................................................. .$ 25,000 

 
We offer condolences to the families and pray for the 

repose of the souls of:  
- Liam Mitchell, son of Joan & Jim Mitchell 

- Jean Rozynski, whose funeral will be on 
Wednesday Dec. 11th at1:00 pm at St. Elizabeth’s  

CALLING ALL YOUTH TO SING AT CHRISTMAS! 
We invite children and youth who would like to 
sing at the Christmas Eve mass on Dec 24 at 6:00 
pm to come out and practice after the 10:30 am 
masses on Dec 1 and Dec 15. 
 
2020 COLLECTION ENVELOPES  AVAILABLE 
2020 Collection Envelopes are now available to 
pick up at the back of the church!  Please review 
your label to ensure that all the information is 
correct.  If corrections are needed please notify 
the office asap. Thank you! 
 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
You may still make a donation to the Diocesan 
Appeal; let us try and reach our goal ! An income 
tax receipt will be sent if your donation is received 
by the Diocese by Dec. 31. THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE. 
  
RECONCILIATION IN OTHER PARISHES: 
  Thursday Dec. 5 at 7:00 pm at Holy Cross 

  Tuesday Dec. 10 at 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart 

   Dec.12 at Our Lady of the Rosary, Langford 
 

CWL EVENTS 
 Bake Sale & Birthright Fudge Sale: Sat. Nov. 

30 & Sun. Dec. 1, pies, baked goods, treats, 

 Christmas Party: Tues. Dec. 3 at 2 pm 
 
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
Knights of Columbus are selling tickets for the 
Charity Appeal Draw and “KEEP CHRIST IN 
CHRISTMAS” car magnets at all masses. 
 
LET’S DECORATE OUR ADVENT TREE 
This year we start with a plain green tree and 
need your help to make it beautiful. For every $10 
we ‘ADD’ a decoration. Help make Christmas 
beautiful for youth in our community.  Thank you. 
Luciana and Roy 250-652-0340 

SUNDAY MISSALS 
New Missals are available in the foyer: $5.  
 
APPROVED 2020 PARISH BUDGET 
Please, look over our 2020 Parish budget which 
Parish Council, on the advice of the Finance 
Committee, approved on Nov. 20. A big thank you 
to the members of both for your diligent work. 
 
TAIJI  QIGONG: RESUMES JAN. 8, 2020 
Taiji Qigong is cancelled for the remainder of the 
year. It will resume on January 8, 2020. 
 
CAMP HOMEWOOD  
It is Camp Homewood Time!!  All Youth (Gr 7-12) 
are invited to attend “Great Things” from Jan 
31- Feb 2, 2020. This is a ‘can’t miss’ weekend of 
faith, fun and friendship.  Bring a friend! 
Meaningful talks, games, praise and worship AND 
lots of fun: archery, sailing, riding, more!  Register 
before Jan.15

th 
at the cost of $160.00.  

Transportation can be arranged (a great 
Christmas gift for children and grandchildren !).   
 
ADVENT CAROLS, READINGS: DEC. 6 
The Music Ministry of St. Andrew's Cathedral is 
once again presenting Advent Carols, Readings 
and Prayers on Fri., Dec. 6, 

 
7:30 - 8:30 pm in the 

Cathedral. You will be greeted by the prophet 
Isaiah who will invite you to explore themes of 
hope, justice, peace & reconciliation in our world; 
met by John the Baptist who will challenge you to 
greet Christ our Redeemer with hearts renewed; 
and joined with Mary, the Mother of God in waiting 
for the Christ child... Emmanuel, God with us. We 
look forward to sharing the Advent season with 
you. A free will offering will be taken at the door 
for the 9-10 Club which serves breakfast to those 
in need.   
 
UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS FOOD FAIR 
December 14 from 11 am to 2 pm. Sale of Baba's 
best hand made perogies, cabbage rolls, borscht, 
Christmas baking, sauerkraut, and Ukrainian 
sausage rings.  
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Hall, 1110 
Caledonia Ave, Victoria. Free parking, wheelchair 
accessible. 250-3384-2255, stnicholasparish.org 
 
TRAVELLING? 
For those travelling and away at Christmas, we 
wish you a safe journey and a Christmas 
Celebration in joy and peace. 

 
CHRISTMAS AT ANAWIM HOUSE 
As the Christmas season approaches and you are 
making plans to celebrate we would like to ask 
that you put those seeking love and support at 
Anawim house on your list. Anawim is a place 
where people can find hope and direction. It is 
more than just a drop in facility. It is a place that 
helps people embrace their lives. This is what 
makes Anawim different from other programs. 
Your donations are most welcome at this time of 
year. If you are wondering what to give...new 
men’s socks & underwear are always welcome. 
Place your donations in the Anawim Box in the 
foyer.  Fresh cut Christmas trees are available at 
973 Caledonia Street starting Nov. 28th.   
Shop early as the trees sell very quickly! 

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH  

MONDAY DEC. 2 & 9  
Office closed 

1:00 pm      Faith Reflection  
 
 

TUESDAY DEC. 3 & 10  
9:00 am         Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am       Friendly Hours Luncheon  
2:00 pm        CWL Christmas Party (Dec. 3) 
7:30 pm         K of C Executive Mtg. (Dec. 3) 
 

WEDNESDAY DEC. 4 & 11  
9:00 am        NO Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
1:00 pm        Funeral Mass for Jean Rozynski (Dec. 11) 
6:00 pm        Parish Council Mtg. (Dec. 11) 
 

THURSDAY DEC. 5 & 12 
9:00 am      Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
9:30 am     Eucharistic Adoration 
11:30 am    Friendly Hours Luncheon 
2:00 pm      Prayer Group  
 

FRIDAY DEC. 6 & 13  
9:00 am   Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (Dec. 6) 
10:00 am Mass at a home in Brentwood (Dec. 13) 
7:00 pm   Reconciliation Service (Dec. 13)  
 

SATURDAY DEC. 7 & 14 
5:00 pm       Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SUNDAY DEC. 8 & 15  
8:30 am      Mass at Our Lady of  the Assumption  
10:30 am    Mass at St. Elizabeth’s   
11:30 am    Coffee Fellowship 
11:30 am    Samahan Fellowship (Dec 15) 
 

For the latest schedule see  tinyurl.com/sppcal 

MARK YOUR CALLENDARS: DEC. 13 
 

Let us all come together to find mercy and peace 
at our Advent Reconciliation Service on Fri., 
Dec. 13, 7 pm. An opportunity to reflect on the 
beauty of Advent with prayer, music, reflection 
and reconciliation. Families with children & youth 
are especially encouraged to make time to 
participate so that our  young people will 
experience this important aspect of their 
preparation for Christmas and to grow in 
knowledge of the traditions of their faith. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE  
Friday Dec.13 - 7:00 pm  

Reconciliation Service at St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Sat. Dec. 21 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s  
Sun. Dec. 22 - 8:30 am OLA, 

10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  6:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s 

  8:30 pm Our Lady of 
Assumption 

 10:30 pm - St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
    10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s 

 
Thursday Dec. 26 - 9:00 am at  

St. Elizabeth’s  
 

Friday Dec. 27 - 11:00 am at  
Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

 
Sat. Dec. 28 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s  
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:30 am Our Lady of 

Assumption, 
  10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s  

Tuesday Dec. 31 
 New Year’s Eve - 7:00 pm St. 

Elizabeth’s 

http://stnicholasparish.org
http://tinyurl.com/sppcal

