
VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY 
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nurs-
ing home/hospital  and  would like a visit from the Pastor 
or Visitation Team, please call the parish office.  

COLLECTIONS: 
Dec. 1 ......................................................... $ 3,578 

Dec. 9 ......................................................... $ 2,772 

Dec. 15........................................................ $ 3,565 

Dec. 22………………………………………..$ 2,546 

Pre-Authorized Debits  (Dec.) ..................... $ 5,180 

Monthly Target ..........................................  $ 25,000 
 
Offertory Envelopes: please check your contact info and 
address.  For corrections phone the office  250-656-7433.   

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know 
you.  Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the 
bulletins in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: ____________________________________     
 

 

Address: __________________________________ 
 

Phone: ____________________  
 

Email: _____________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes __ No __ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 
 

 
 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 

Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.                       Admin. Assistant: Melanie Ehrlich 

                           Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

DECEMBER 25, 2019 
Christmas Eve & Day  

Isaiah 9:2-7 & Isaiah 52:7-10  
Titus 2:11-14 & Hebrews 1:1-6  

Luke 2:1-16 & John 1:1-18 
Psalm 96:  “Today is born our Saviour,  

Christ the Lord” 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  6:00 pm at St. Elizabeth’s 

(please note new time)  
  8:30 pm Our Lady of Assumption 

 10:30 pm - St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
    10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s  

 
Thursday Dec. 26 - 9:00 am –St. Elizabeth’s 

 
Friday Dec. 27 - 11:00 am Funeral for Tony 

Carvalhal at St. Elizabeth’s 
(note, no mass at Saan. Pen. Hospital) 

 
Sat. Dec. 28 - 5:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s  
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:30 am Our Lady of 

Assumption, 
  10:30 am - St. Elizabeth’s 

  
Tuesday Dec. 31 

 New Year’s Eve - 7:00 pm St. Elizabeth’s  
Wed., Jan. 1, 2020 New Year’s Day 

 10:30am - St. Elizabeth’s 
  

Thursday Jan. 2 - 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s 
 

Friday Jan. 3 - 9:00 am - St. Elizabeth’s 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


Pastor’s corner –Christmas 2019– Emmanuel, God-with-us  
 

 At the beginning of Advent Dec. 1
st
 we heard a call from Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew to “keep awake” and to 

actively watch and wait for the unveiling of a great mystery. Our four weeks of preparation has come to the end and with 
the whole of creation and all people of good will we can rejoice because once more God, the ground of all being, has 
found us and brings us peace. God’s unconditional love and forgiveness offered to us at our well-attended communal 
reconciliation service of Dec. 13

th
 and which made us whole again, is now bearing fruit in the birth of Christ in our midst, 

in our hearts. The Light of the World, the Light of my life is renewing me and is again with me continuing the journey of 
life. Even if I think I am not ready God has already taken the initiative and comes to me to renew me and to make me 
whole again. All I have to do is to inhale God’s power, life and love so that I can become little by little, one day at a time, 
the person God has intended me to be. As Isaiah 64:8 reminded us, “we are the clay and you God are our potter; we are 
all the work of your hand.”  

When we say “Today is born our, yes my Saviour!”  we are reminded that God is born, reborn in our hearts as a 
gift to be shared; that we are part of a birth, we are part of a new beginning which we hope will continue into 2020. Our 
world is surely in need of a re-birth and as God has made us co-creators of that new beginning we are also called to 
unwrap the gift that we are so that the little and big world around me may become more God’s world. Let us try and be a 
gift of peace, of reconciliation, of compassion and love to each other in our families and in our world.  

I like to share with you my favourite quotation from Meister Eckhart (1260-1328), the German Dominican 
mystic, who wrote this truth for us all: “We are all meant to be mothers of God. What good is it to me if this eternal 
birth of the divine Son takes place unceasingly, but does not take place within myself? And, what good is it to 
me if Mary is full of grace if I am not also full of grace? What good is it to me for the Creator to give birth to his 
Son if I do not also give birth to Him in my time and my culture? This, then, is the fullness of time: When the Son 
of Man is begotten in us.” 

As a community of faith in the "Child born to us" let us wish one another the joy of Christ, the 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, Who comes to us in so many disguises. During this holy season may we all experience 
the continued joy and peace of His coming, and may we learn to recognize Him when He comes. 

Assured that God is with us on our journey guiding and strengthening us with the gift of his Spirit, may we 
continue in 2020, in the words of Micah 6:8 “to do justice, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with God.” 

 
 Parish Council, Finance Committee, Melanie Ehrlich, Pamela Yanos & Catherine Aranda 

 

We welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 Simon Thomas Gabriel, child of  

 Darwin & Criselda  

 Austin Peter Ted Taylor, child of  

 Paul & Jessica 
 

We offer condolences to the families and pray for 
the repose of the souls of: 

 Roman Hawryluk  

 Josephine Markulin Dimofski  

 Tony Carvalhal whose funeral will be at St. Eliz. 
on Friday December 27 at 11:00 am  

 In a stable...By Bishop Gary Gordon 
 

“John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” So perhaps this Christmas the question is, “Where shall we find this Love, this only 
begotten Son?”           The answer comes from the place Jesus was born: in a stable! 
The birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh, is God’s great “Yes” to all the people and places of the earth that are in deep 
darkness, where only moments of light shine, and where only cracks in the walls of dark prison cells allow glimmers of 
hope to peek through.  
Yes, the darkened stable of human anguish can be found in places like the 9-10 Club soup kitchen at St. Andrew’s 
Cathedral; the winter shelter in the basement of St. Peter’s Church in Nanaimo: St. Paul’s Hospital Overdose Prevention 
Site: in broken-hearted, grief-stricken refugee camps: in the self-inflected burial of God’s garden under mounds of 
consumer trash; and in the explosions and shrapnel of wars waged in God’s Eden. But the dark stable of Christ’s birth 
is where the light shines brightest, and that is where the people of God will want to be (Evangelii Gaudium #23). 
This year, as we sing the glorious hymns of Advent and Christmas in elegant churches and at beautifully set tables, may 
we imagine the stable where God came among us, and began to show us the way from pain to hope, from darkness to 
light. As Christians, may we endeavor to follow the true light coming into the world (John 1:9). My prayer and hope for the 
Church in the Diocese of Victoria is that we will bear gifts of hope, love, compassion, and light to the Prince of Peace 
where He is gloriously present—in a stable. And I pray that all will ponder the lessons of the place where the searching 
kings of this earth and lowly shepherds of the land met and found a mutual welcome and healing grace—in a stable. 
May every Christmas blessing come to you and your family. As we remember and celebrate the birth of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, lus us say “yes” with Mary and Joseph to the stable. May our whole being proclaim the greatness of the 
Lord, and we may live rejoicing at the nearness of our God. Yes, to peace and goodwill to all! 
“In the tender compassion of our LORD, The dawn from on high shall break upon us, To shine on those who 
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, And to guide our feet into the way of peace”. ~ Luke 1: 78-79  

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
For the Diocese Appeal, we have reached 78% of our 
parish goal of $46,000. It’s not too late! If you wish to 
contribute and receive a tax receipt for 2019, please 
submit to the parish office your contribution for the 

Diocesan Appeal by no later than December 29, 2019. 
The same applies to your donation for the Parish.  

 
THANKS TO ALL:  

Who helped us to pray with music and song; who helped 
with the Christmas decorations and flowers; who 

showered Fr. Rolf with prayers, wishes and gifts...Fr. Rolf 
 


