
MISSION STATEMENT 

Let us be open  
accepting individuals  

sensitive to change  
and willing to take  

Courses untraditional,  
unknown to us.   

Let us live as  
examples of God’s love. 

VISIT ING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY  
If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would  

like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433. 

NEW TO THE PARISH?  WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.  
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins 
in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: __________________________________________     
 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________  Postal Code: ____________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?    Yes ___  No ___ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S  at  OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
 10030 Third Street, Sidney 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton 

 Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am 
Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 9:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...) 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30pm, or by appointment. 

 Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

 Phone: 250-656-7433 Rectory: 250-652-1557  

 Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
  

 Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.                   Admin. Assistant: Melanie Ehrlich   
Email:  Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org            Parish Council Chair:  Mary McGovern 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

 

Pastor’s corner – change, adaptation, adjustments 
 
Already four years ago in March 2015 we all received a copy of a letter written by our Bishop Gary Gordon to all the 
parishes re. “his insights with regards to deepening the pastoral plan for the Diocese and developing a vision for the 
future….I recognize the need for expansion and enhancement of ministry in the geographical and existential 
peripheries of our Diocese, and forming the whole people of God as missionary – disciples, looking outward beyond 
the parish to those who do “not show up”. This requires that each community grow in awareness and responsibility 
for the whole population within the parish boundaries.” 
That letter resulted in a number of changes including for our own parish, changes which people across the whole 
Diocese needed to manage and which included adaptations, adjustments, the reality of loss and the accompanying 
grieving process. That process of change, loss and adjustments continues today. We need the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to help us recognize and accept the reality of that process as well as helping us through that process. 
All of us are faced with managing change and adjustments throughout our lives as individuals, couples, families, 
social communities, etc. So we shouldn’t be surprised at having to do so in our church, in our parishes, in our 
various ministries.  
When I came to Saanich Peninsula Parish in 2004 I presided over some 40-50 baptisms, 15-20 weddings, 20-25 
funerals,  By 2018 that has changed to 19 baptisms, 5 weddings, 27 funerals. 
Despite a general population increase we are fewer in number at our Sunday celebrations. Even though we could 
easily do with only two we are still blessed with the choice of three weekend celebrations in two churches. (By the 
way, on Feb. 17 the mass at Our Lady of the Assumption was cancelled not because of the film crew parking but 
because the snow accumulation made it dangerous; it was a judgment call which I had to make.) For those who are 
new to the Parish we are ONE Parish called Saanich Peninsula Parish with two churches, St. Elizabeth and Our 
Lady of the Assumption. We have one parish administration and one Parish Council. As most of you know I am also 
serving the four First nations (the Pauqu’achin, Tsartlip, Tseycum, Tsaw’out) on the peninsula and the St. Jean-
Baptiste Francophone Parish on Richmond Road in Victoria which requires me to leave shortly after the 10:30 mass 
at St. Elizabeth’s. I would prefer to be able to mingle and have a cup of coffee and a “cookie” with you; however …! 
All this to say that we are very blessed and let us be honest a bit spoiled. 
Other parishes in the Diocese are faced with more substantial adjustments. 
Fr. William Hann came back in early February from his sabbatical and will now be pastor of both Holy Cross in 
Gordon Head and of St. Patrick’s; each parish will have two masses on the weekend. Fr. Dean Henderson is both 
chaplain at the University of Victoria as well as pastor at St. Rose of Lima in Sooke. The pastor of St. Edward’s in 
Duncan is also serving the faith community of Mill Bay and Shawnigan Lake. The parishes of Lady Smith and 
Chemainus are now one parish with one pastor and one administration while still being two churches. The pastor of 
Our Lady of Fatima Portuguese church is now also the pastor of the Spanish-speaking community. The Victoria 
area pastors take turns to be on call for the hospitals in the area; I continue to visit and be on call for Saanich 
Peninsula Hospital. Thanks to Fatima Warner as coordinator we are blessed with a dynamic team of visitors to the 
sick both at SPH, several nursing homes as well as to those who are homebound at home. Bishop Gary Gordon is 
still acting as pastor of St. Peter’s in Nanaimo and Our Lady of Victory on Gabriola Island with the help of Fathers 
Karam Alraban and Thomas Chinnappa. Fr. John Laszczyk is pastor of St. Andrew’s Cathedral as well as Vicar 
General and Judicial Vicar. As you can see the Diocese is adjusting to a new situation. There are no easy solutions 
to the shortage of priests. However, these changes are also an opportunity which can call forth new ways of building 
faith communities.  Let us continue to adapt and adjust to whatever changes may come our way; may the Spirit of 
the Gospel and of Jesus Christ challenge, guide, and encourage us as we continuer the journey “on the Way.”  
      Shalom,   
         Fr. Rolf, OP 

FEB. 24, 2019  
7

th
 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

1 Samuel 26: 2,7-9, 
12-13,22-25 
1 Cor. 15:45-49 
Luke 6:27-38 
Psalm  103: The Lord is  
merciful and gracious. 

MAR. 3, 2019                                       
8

th
 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

Sirach 27: 4-7 
1 Cor. 15:54-58 
Luke 6: 39-45 
Psalm 92: Lord, it is  
good to give thanks  
to You. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


IN  OUR PARISH  
 

COLLECTIONS  

Feb. 3 ....................................................$ 3,354 

Feb. 10 ..................................................$ 2,597 

Feb. 17 ..................................................$ 1,798 

Pre-Authorized Debits  (Feb.) ..............$ 5,055 

Monthly Target ...................................  $ 25,000 

ASH WEDNESDAY: MARCH 6  
Let today be the day you give up who you’ve 
been for who you can become.  
Let us together begin our Lenten Journey with this 
universal day of fasting and abstinence from 
meat. We come together to receive the ashes, 
symbol of our willingness to change. Mass at St. 
Elizabeth’s on Wed. Mar 6 at 9 am and 7:00 
pm. Lent is the yearly celebration of the Church’s 
communal conversion in Jesus Christ. It prepares 
us for Easter as we recall our Baptism and do 
penance in preparation for the greatest feast of 
the year. It is a call to look at our own personal 
sins as well as our participation in the social 
consequences of sin which we see in the world.  
You are invited to write on a piece of paper a 
personal challenge which you hope to work on 
during Lent, and to place it on the cross at St. 
Elizabeth’s. On Good Friday these will be taken 
off the cross and used to create the new fire, light. 

 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Each Sunday at 9:45 am there are a number of 
young people preparing themselves, together with 
their parents, to receive the sacrament of 
Baptism, others the sacrament of First Eucharist 
(First Communion). Let us keep these youths and 
their families in our prayers as they prepare for 
and celebrate these faith milestones in their lives. 
 
KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE: MAR. 9  
Sat. Mar. 9, 1-4 pm. This is a deeply moving, 
participatory history lesson – developed in 
collaboration with indigenous Elders and 
educators – that fosters truth, understanding, 
respect, and reconciliation among indigenous and 
non-indigenous peoples. Limited to 60 participants 
Please sign up in the foyer of the church.  
Info.: kairosblanketexercise.org 

“LIVING WITH CHRIST “  MASS  BOOKLETS 
Please let the office know by Friday March 1, if 
you wish to be on our Subscription List. The one 
year subscription will be $33.08/year (incl. tax). 

SHARE THE JOURNEY WALK: MAR. 10 
As we begin our Lenten journey, we invite 
parishioners to walk together in solidarity for the 
refugees and immigrants who are being Forced 
To Flee. This will be our “Share the Journey” 
Walk beginning at 9:30am on Sunday March 10

th
 

at St. Elizabeth’s.  We will walk approx. 2km 
within Sidney limits to bring us back to the Church 
to begin 10:30am Mass. We encourage you to 
bring placards and posters that express the 
refugees plight. Our Youths will lead the way. 

VIA CHORALIS—CHORAL MUSIC 
Eat, Drink and Be Musical! An afternoon of good 
food, good wine and good music at St. Elizabeth’s 
on Sunday Feb 24 at 2:30 pm.  
 
CELEBRATION OF NATURE , MUSIC & POETRY 
Visiting acclaimed pianist, Becky Billock, will 
perform at St. Elizabeth’s Tues March 12 at 7 pm.  
 
SIDNEY CLASSICAL ORCHESTRA PRESENTS  
Young Soloists perform at St. Elizabeth’s on 
Sunday March 3 at 2:30 pm.   
 
LENTEN MISSION: MARCH 16&17 and following 
Lady of the Rosary, 798 Goldstream 
Ave..Speaker: Fr. Andrew Szablewski: a priest, 
psychologist, theologian, formator at Grand 
Séminaire De Montréal. Theme: will Christ 
transform my body or will technology? When: 
March 16/17 Sat. 5 pm or Sun. 8:30 am and 10:30 
am. Tuesday March 19th 6:30 pm Mass, talk to 
follow and Thursday March 21st 6:30 pm Mass, 
talk to follow and Friday March 22nd 6:30 pm The 
Way of the Cross with question and answer 
session. Weekend March 23/24 Sat. 5:00 pm or 
Sun. 8:30 am and 10:30 am. All are welcome.   

SEDER MEAL: MAR. 29 
Mar. 29, 6 - 8 pm at St. Elizabeth’s. We invite 
parishioners to join the youths and their families of 
the sacramental prep program to share in this 
traditional Jewish meal commemorating their 
freedom from slavery in Egypt.  If you and your 
family are interested please sign up in the 
lobby.  Limited number participants.    
2019 PASTORAL CARE TRAINING SESSIONS  
Workshops are open to anyone who wants to 
understand the practical aspects of pastoral care; 
hospital and homebound parish visitors who have 
to take this training;  parishioners caring for their 
own family members. In St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Saturday, March 2 – Session 1: (postponed from 
Feb 9) The Healing Ministry of Christ 
Saturday, March 23 – Session 2: Listening & 
Communications and Mental Health 
All sessions are 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. No charge. 
Bring a bag lunch. Coffee/Tea will be available. 
Contact the parish office to register: (250) 592-
7391 or stpat190@telus.net  
If you are planning to attend, please contact 
Fatima Warner, Visiting Ministry Coordinator at 
250-656-8863 or email at bfwarner@shaw.ca  We 
are hoping to arrange car pools.  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: MAR. 30-31  
At St Joseph’s School, Victoria. LOVED THE 
WEDDING.   INVITE ME TO THE MARRIAGE.   
LOVE, GOD. A Non-Residential Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter where married couples can 
get away from jobs, kids, chores, phones, and 
focus only on each other. If you’d like greater 
depth, growth, and romance in your relationship, 
you’ll like the difference this weekend can make. 
Reg:rcdvictoria.org Sharon & Glen 778 386 2908. 
 
 
BISHOP’S GALA 2019 
It’s (almost) Party Time – Save the Date! 
We're looking forward to welcoming you on May 
4, 2019, at the  annual Bishop’s Gala.  Prepare to 
mix and mingle at Our Lady of Fatima parish hall 
in Victoria: catch up with friends, browse the silent 
auction, and prepare to bid on some exciting new 
live auction items—all in support of West Coast 
Missions. Mark your calendars now: tickets will be 
available on line beginning March 15.  

OFFICE  ASSISTANT NEEDED 
The Cathedral parish is seeking a full-time 
customer-service oriented Office Assistant to 
assist with the clerical duties of a busy parish 
office and to provide Parish Ministry 
support.    Please send your resume and cover 
letter to Rita Fichtner, Office Manager, at the 
parish office no later than March 31

st
. A full job 

description is available on the Cathedral  website 
or email request: saintandrewsoffice@gmail.com. 
 
A THANK YOU  MESSAGE  
From Chris Harker who spoke at St. Elizabeth’s 
last week regarding helping Fr. Dan Noud in 
Tanzania: “Please extend my most sincere thanks 
to your congregation at St. Elizabeth’s.  Their 
great generosity exceeded my most optimistic 
expectation on Sunday.  I collected a total of 
$1322.05 which translated to $980 USD which will 
become 2,286,000 Tanzanian shillings. A 
graduate teacher’s salary there is around 700,000 
a month. My deepest thanks; you’ve all 
contributed to making a huge difference to Father 
Dan who, in former times, helped so many 
himself.” 
 
PLEASE PICK UP YOUR 2018 TAX RECEIPTS  

NEXT 2  WEEKS IN OUR PARISH  
 

MONDAY, FEB. 25 & MAR.4 
1:00 pm Faith Reflection 
 
 

TUESDAY, FEB. 26 & MAR. 5 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am  Friendly Hours Luncheon 
2:00 pm SVDP Conference Mtg. (Mar. 5) 
7:30 pm K of C Executive Mt. (Mar. 5)  
 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 27 &  
ASH WEDNESDAY, MAR. 6 

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s with      
  distribution of ashes (March 6) 
9:30 am Eucharistic Adoration (Feb. 27) 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong  
2:00 pm CWL Executive Mtg. (Mar. 6) 
7:00 pm Mass with distribution  
  of ashes  (March 6) 
 

THURSDAY, FEB. 28 & MAR. 7 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am Friendly Hours Luncheon 
2:00 pm Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Taiji Qigong  
 

FRIDAY, MAR. 1 & 8 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s (Mar. 1) 
10:00am Mass at the home of the Fretwells (Mar. 8) 
 

SATURDAY, MAR. 2 & 9 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 

SUNDAY, MAR. 3 & 10 
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption 
9:45 am Sacramental Preparation 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship  
 

For the latest schedule see  tinyurl.com/sppcal 

mailto:stpat190@telus.net
http://www.rcdvictoria.org
http://tinyurl.com/sppcal

