Pastor’s corner - January, 2020
How do we start this New Year 2020? Let us begin with gratitude for a Creator God who was willing to become a creature, one of
us, and who promised to be a truly abiding presence in our world and in our lives so that we might never be alone. And not only
that; his Spirit is within and among us to encourage and enable us to work together while we participate in creating God’s world.
We are thankful for all our blessings which we enjoy and which we know are God’s gifts to us. But like all gifts they need to be
opened and shared and the beginning of a new year is a good time to plan how we will share them and bring hope to this world of
ours which seems to be so confused and in need of reconciliation and peace.
Yes, we could lament the many serious problems in our world, but we could also trust in our God and decide to do whatever we
can to be part of the solution to those problems. After all, as Christians and people of hope, we have been given a divine power to
look beyond and beneath the problems and see the possibilities for a better future for every human being, especially for those
most in need in our own community but also elsewhere. We are called to build bridges, not walls that divide people. We are called
to share our hope and hopes based not on optimism but rather on the profound conviction and solid spiritual foundation that
despite all our problems God will always have our best interests at heart and God’s outcome will always be the best outcome.
The feast of the Epiphany (“manifestation”) reminds us once more that God is present in our everyday events, in the ordinary, in
the unexpected and unplanned, even in the painful. We are all invited to set out on a journey to wisdom and truth, to become like
the Magi, God-searchers and God-finders. And on that journey we are accompanied by people of other Christian Churches with
whom we need to find grounds for unity especially in the coming week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan. 19-26).
The feast day of the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptizer in the river Jordan reminds us of our own baptism which we have in
common with all Christians. The gift of grace in baptism creates a unity among all believers in the family of God reminding us that
we are all sinners in need of conversion and that we should not compete with one another but rather cooperate in brining about
Gods’ reign. That baptism has given to all Christians the shared and common mission to be messengers of the Good News, of
God’s love of all God’s children. On that journey we are also accompanied by people of other faiths and by people who wish to
work for a more humane and just humanity. That is, after all, what we pray for when we pray to our common God Father/Mother
that God’s reign may become a reality, “thy Kingdom come, thy will be done” in this our world.
All of us Christians and people of other faiths and no faith, we are all called to a deeper and more profound conversion, to a more
profound adherence to the values of the Gospel and the Word of God. We can all help each other on that journey because the
encounter with those who are different from us can make us all grow in our humanity.
Let us look at coming together in the weeks to come to share with others on our common heritage and or common goal. The
prayer group on Thursday afternoons maybe the occasion. Or several persons just coming together around coffee/tea and calling
on the Spirit to guide you in whatever issue brings you together: the environment, housing affordability, faith formation and the
internet, human trafficking and the displacements of people all over the world, the defense of basic human rights and of individuals
etc. And whenever you do get together, always be thankful for the gift of life, for the gift of faith, for the gift of community.
Recently some of us have been looking again at the possibility of sponsoring a displaced family in need of a safer place and time
to raise their children. Parish Council endorsed the idea and you will hear more about that in the weeks to come.
Council also wishes to explore what we as a community might do with our property at St. Elizabeth so that we might address the
housing needs of a segment of our community which cannot afford to live in Sidney. The political and economic climate at various
levels of our governments is more open to finding practical solutions even if it means changes in our neighbourhoods. Our Bishop
is also open to making better use of our lands. Several people have already expressed an interest in participating.
If you wish to become involved in either of these two projects let us know, Mary McGovern as chair, Melanie in the office, or me.
You may have the energy, an interest or an expertise that can be valuable in exploring what might be possible here in Sidney.
Back in 1986 I was able to bring together and chair a group of people with various professional, government and business
backgrounds who incorporated as “Options Bytown”. With land from the City of Ottawa and with Provincial and Federal funding we
were able to open in Feb.1989 a 5 story building in the Byward Market area (380 Cumberland) with 95 units providing housing to
individuals who previously were in shelters or on the street. Today “Options Bytown” has three buildings in Ottawa.
We had to overcome skepticism, bureaucracy, and outright hostility, but in the end people agreed that it was the right thing to do at
the right time. I am writing this to say that, where there is a will, there is a way; it is possible …. with God’s grace!.
By being open to the “signs of the times” and sharing our hopes and dreams with others and getting involved in solutions we help
light the world with hope. We can all be effective partners in working to make our communities to be supportive of human life and
to help accomplish God’s dream for all.
Shalom, fr Rolf, OP
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SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S
10030 Third Street, Sidney

Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich
Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton

Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am.
Sundays at 8:30 am
WEEKDAY MASSES
Daily at St. Elizabeth’s: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, First Friday: 9:00 am

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton
Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital
Remaining Fridays: 10:00 am in a private home (for location see “This Week in Our Parish” ...)

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF THE LORD
JAN. 12, 2020
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Matthew 3:13-17
Psalm 29: The Lord will
bless his people with
peace.

2nd SUNDAYOF ORDINARY TIME
JAN. 19, 2020
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6,
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34
Psalm40: Here I
am Lord, I come
to do Your will.

VISITING EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY

If you know of someone who is house-bound or in a nursing home/hospital and would
like a visit from the Pastor or the Visitation Team, please call the office at 250-656-7433.

MISSION STATEMENT
Let us be open
accepting individuals
sensitive to change
and willing to take
Courses untraditional,
unknown to us.
Let us live as
examples of God’s love.

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME!
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know you.
Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the bulletins
in the foyer so you can get to know us.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Postal Code: ____________
Email: ___________________________________________
Need Pre-Authorized Debit package? Yes ___ No ___
Need donation envelopes? Yes ___ No ___

IN OUR PARISH

NEXT 2 WEEKS IN OUR PARISH

COLLECTION

Pre-Authorized Debits (Jan..) .......................... $ 5,155
January 1 ...…………………………………$ 1,736
January 5…………………………………....$ 8,022
January12………………………….…………$2,409
Monthly Target ................................................. .$ 25,000
Initial Offering.................................................... . $ 620

We offer condolences to the families and pray
for the repose of the souls of:
 Dr. Finlay Fairfield who died on Jan. 14
and whose funeral will be at 11:00 am on
Saturday Jan. 25 at St. Elizabeth; reception
to follow at Resthaven
 George McGeachie who died on Jan. 17
and whose funeral will be at Sands and
Hatley Gardens in the week of Jan. 20.

2020 COLLECTION ENVELOPES AVAILABLE

2020 Collection Envelopes PLEASE PICK UP at
the back of the church! Please review your label
to ensure that all the information is correct. If
corrections are needed please notify the office
asap at 250-656-7433. Please, do not use the
envelopes of previous years. Thank you!

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING (MAID)

On Mon, 13 Jan 2020, the Government of
Canada, through the Department of Justice,
launched a two-week general public consultation
on the expansion of eligibility for assisted suicide
– euthanasia (“Medical Assistance in Dying”,
commonly referred to as MAID) following the
September 2019 Superior Court of Québec ruling
that found it unconstitutional to limit access to
MAID only to people nearing the end of life.
Canadians are being invited to share their views
online by completing a survey, by the close of the
consultation period on Mon. 27 Jan. 2020, at
11:59pm(PST). You can do so by going to our
Diocesan website at:https://www.rcdvictoria.org/
diocesan-blog/federalconsultationmedicalassistanceindying
A copy of the Bishop’s letter concerning this very
important subject can be found in the lobby, which
may assist you in formulating comments or/and
concerns that
you are encouraged to
communicate to our Government of Canada.

1:00 pm

MONDAY JAN. 13 & 20
Office closed
Faith Reflection

9:00 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm

TUESDAY JAN. 14 & 21
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Friendly Hours Luncheon
CWL General Meeting (Jan. 14)
SVDP Conference (Jan. 21)
K of C General Mtg. (Jan. 21)

WEDNESDAY JAN. 15 & 22
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
9:30 am Eucharistic Adoration
10:00 am Taiji Qigong
THURSDAY JAN. 16 & 23
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
11:30 am Friendly Hours
2:00 pm Prayer Group
FRIDAY JAN. 17 & 24
9:00 am Mass at the home of Magdalene and
Kevin Campbell (Jan. 24)
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

SATURDAY JAN. 18 & 25
Confessions
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
SUNDAY JAN. 19 & 26
Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption
Mass at St. Elizabeth’s
Coffee Fellowship
Samahan Fellowship (Jan. 19)
K of C Pancake Breakfast (Jan. 26)

For the latest schedule see tinyurl.com/sppcal

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: SUN. JAN. 26
K of C Pancake Breakfast. $6 / person,
12 & under free. Good food and
fellowship. Bring your appetite!

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

Every year between January 18 – 25, Christians
around the world are invited to celebrate a Week
of Prayer for the unity of all Christians and to
participate
in
jointly-organized
ecumenical
services. This year, you are invited to the closing
service that will be held at Trinity Catholic
Church in Nanaimo on Sunday, January 26 at
2 pm. A reception will follow. Please visit our
Diocesan website for more information.

LETTER TO A SUFFERING CHURCH: FEB. 3

A group discussion on Bishop Baron’s book,
Letter to a Suffering Church: A Bishop speaks on
the sexual abuse crisis will be held on Mon. Feb.
3 at 7 pm in Seghers’ Hall at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral. It is recommended that participants will
have read the book. Five facilitators will be
leading the discussions: Tim McGee, John &
Dana Mellis, Jim O’Reilly, Deacon Philip Yuson
and Annette Turgeon. Everyone Welcome.

MASS FOR THE SICK: FRI. FEB. 7

Friday. Feb. 8 at 11 am (PLEASE NOTE TIME) a
special mass will be celebrated at St. Elizabethg’s
with the anointing of the sick and their
caregivers. We encourage everyone who knows
someone who is sick or ailing to please bring him/
her to this mass for the anointig Let us come
together, families, caregivers, friends and
ministers to the sick for this special celebration.
Refreshments after Mass.

CAMP HOMEWOOD
ANAWIM HOUSE THANK YOU

On behalf of everyone at Anawim we would like to
thank you for your very generous acts of
kindness, love and charity. You brought great joy
and a feeling of being loved to those that attend
the Christmas “open house” at Anawim. Those
that come to Anawim are looking for love and
acceptance and a sense of belonging to a family.
With your help we were able to provide this to
God's precious poor.
Fred Carriere, Marilyn Turner & everyone at
Anawim House

All Youth (Gr 7-12) are invited to attend “Great
Things” from Jan 31- Feb 2, 2020. A ‘can’t miss’
weekend of faith, fun and friendship. Meaningful
talks, games, praise and worship AND lots of fun:
archery, sailing, riding, more! Register before
Jan.15th at the cost of $160.00.
Transportation can be arranged.
For more information contact Camp Coordinators:
Bonni Roset broset@telus.net 250-203-1518 or
250-923-4299—St. Patrick’, Campbell River or
Terri Ann Wynans wynans@shaw.ca 250-7317134—Notre Dame, Port Alberni.

2020 DIOCESAN CONFERENCE
“Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled”
– accompanying others in the times in
which we live

Saturday, February 8th ~ 8:30am - 3:00 pm
St. Edward’s Parish ~ 2085 Maple Bay Road,
Duncan
David Wells is an author and speaker who will
inspire and delight! He will address how we, the
people of God, can best accompany the people in
our lives to fulfill our mission as God’s
disciples. This conference is suitable for all
regardless where you are on your journey of
faith. Please bring a bagged lunch. Childcare is
available. 8:30 Registration, 8:45 Opening Mass
with Bishop Gary Gordon. Register on Eventbrite
https://2020rcdconference.eventbrite.com
or call Glen or Gwen at 250 479 1331 or email
gjahelka@rcdvictoria.org or
gpalahicky@rcdvictoria.org

EARTH LITERACIES PROGRAMS
 I and Thou: an encounter with nature, Margaret
Walters, Jan 7- 29
 ,Aging in the Anthropocene, Jan Inglis, Feb. 4 - 25
Info/Register http://earthliteracies.org/register/
Email: programs@earthliteracies.org
Telephone: 250-220-4601 or 250-888-7501

DIOCESAN APPEAL “IMAGINE”

The final tally at the end of 2019 shows that we
fell short of our goal of $ 46,000. We thank the
146 people who participated in pledging
$39,197 or 85.21 % of the goal. Let us also
thank Jamie Bryce and his team who tried to
motivate all of us to become interested in the
needs of the important Diocesan services
which benefit all parishes.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF JAN. 8

Council decided to support a new attempt to
sponsor a family who is in need in a chaotic
and violent part of the world. A subcommittee has
been formed; a special fund was established and
a special art show fundraiser is being planned.
In continuing a discussion begun in the late fall
council also decided to set up a working group
to explore possible long term use of the
church property in Sidney which would include
affordable housing of people in need.
More info will follow on both items.

