
Dear members of our faith community;                        Epiphany – January 3, 2021 
 

These past two weeks we have celebrated in very different and possibly difficult ways some 
important feast days: Christmas, Holy Family, Mary - Mother of God, New Year’s and now this weekend, 
Epiphany. The religious images (in paintings, prayer cards, etc.) which depict these feast days have often 
no relation to the reality of the time of Jesus and also no relation to the reality of our own time. However, 
they can connect us to the mystery and meaning of these feast days. Artists have always tried to do just 
that in various ways. You may remember William Kurelek’s nativity scenes set in our own Canadian far 
north, in fishing villages, in rural Quebec or prairie landscapes. Paintings, music and other arts have 
important roles to play in speaking of God, bringing us to see and experience the divine, to do “theology”.  

Epiphany, epiphaneia the Greek word, means “revelation, manifestation.” It is a feast day of 
recognition and it is really the continuation of the great feast of Christmas when we celebrate the birth of 
God in human form in Jesus, the Christ, the Emmanuel, God-with-us. Epiphany itself is really celebrated in 
three phases: the first event is the visit of the Magi, symbolizing Christ’s manifestation to the gentiles. The 
second is Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, when Jesus is revealed as God’s son filled with God’s Spirit. The 
third is the miracle of changing water into wine at Cana, a revelation of Christ’s power, a gift from God. 
The Gospels and the events in them are all “revelations, manifestations” of God in Jesus.  

When we look at all these events and happenings, including the event of the visit of the Magi, we 
have people reacting in two very different ways. Some recognize (“see and believe”), then pay homage, 
express their faith; others react with anger and fear. The shepherds, Anna and Simeon in the temple, the 
Magi all recognize that in this simple, obscure event of the birth of this baby in this very ordinary place, 
there is a significance that is much greater, a revelation or manifestation from & of God. Today too in the 
pandemic we have people react with fear, anger. Others, far more numerous, see God’s presence in first 
responders, in acts of kindness, in people working together, in human resilience & expressions of hope.  

Later in Jesus’ life, we see how his contemporaries, his neighbours, see him so much as part of 
their everyday life that they will ask in disbelief: “Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of 
power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? …Where then did this man get all 
this? ... And they took offence at him (Mathew 13: 54-57).” How could the ordinary be the place where 
anything special is happening? How could God be acting in our own place, in our own world and 
in our own time? Remember the exclamation of Nathanael in the Gospel of John 1:46: “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

This Epiphany, this feast day of light and recognition, calls all of us to “come and see” the 
presence of God, the Holy One, in our own everyday events, in the ordinary, in the unexpected and 
unplanned, in the solidarity and goodness of people in communion with others, in the joy and 
hope of a different future; and yes even in the constantly changing pandemic.  

The Magi followed a star which brought them to something unexpected and unplanned. This year’s 
celebration of the birth of Christ in our hearts and in our lives has been different, unexpected. That feast, 
today’s feast, all give us a chance to reflect on just who it is who has come among us and where he is to 
be found in the many disguises. It gives us once more the opportunity to reflect on the significance 
of Christ’s presence in us and among us, to reflect on what is essential in our lives as humans.  



It gives us the opportunity to reflect on what we are called to be: like Mary, to be mothers of God, 
giving birth to God in our lives, in our relationships, in our community, in our world. Yes, as 
children of God through baptism, we too are called to be God’s manifestation, God’s epiphany! 

We are all Magi, people with gifts, talents, searching hearts, hopes, and dreams: we all see 
stars. We are all invited to set out on a journey to wisdom and truth, to become, like the Magi, God-
searchers and God-finders, and then God-sharers with others who are searching.  

And so the question for us today is: am I, are we, like the Magi, willing to leave the comfort 
of our home to go looking? Are we willing to put aside our accustomed religious thoughts and see 
Him in the least likely places, there with us when we feel lost or unimportant, forgotten or ignored? 
Are we willing to see Him there in the many events and happenings that upset our equilibrium and 
cause us to ask questions that we once thought we knew the answers for, there in what calls us 
out of our usual patterns and expectations? Are we willing to be Magi and make the journey in 
search of the new life God is offering us in 2021? 

As we begin this New Year 2021 let us listen and pray as a family with this beautiful prayer, sung 

some time ago by Jackie Evancho called “To Believe” Click Here 

                       Have a Blessed 2021 full of hope, peace and joy. Shalom, Fr. Rolf, OP 
 

 CHURCH DISPLAY AT ST. ELIZABETH’S 
Check out the display in front of St. Elizabeth’s Church. It’s a bit of 
a change from past years’ beautifully illustrated images of Jesus 
and mother Mary and as our usual crèche scene inside the church. 
We felt these pictures can bring us to see beyond the image to 
reflect and pray. We are challenged in so many ways throughout 
this pandemic, both spiritually and emotionally, yet at the same 
time, with God’s grace, we see the surrounding Joy within the 
simple interactions of people, the display of Love between us in 

our actions and are reminded that we are People of Hope, knowing that God’s light burns within us all, as 
we wait for the light of the world to come in Jesus Christ.  
 
All are welcome to come inside St. Elizabeth's when the doors are unlocked for quiet reflection and 
prayer. Please maintain protocols.  
 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through 
live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  

 
2021 ENVELOPES & MISSALS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH LOBBY. You are welcome 

to pick them up during office hours Tues-Fri 9:00 am - noon. 
 
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/holy-family-notre-dame-port-alberni  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHa1e83g-ak
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/holy-family-notre-dame-port-alberni


 
OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT MONTH 

 By order of BC Public Health Authority, all Masses in all BC churches are 
suspended until at least January 8, 2021. This is true for religious services of all faith groups.  

 You are required to wear a mask when entering the church. St. Elizabeth Church in 
Sidney is open for individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with 
limitations (10 persons only) and observance of strict protocols. If you wish to receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact me to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.                                                                                            
 
OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who are continuing your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized Debits 

(PAD’s) and E-Transfers. You have been very generous in helping the Parish to stay afloat.  
If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development Office at 
developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula 
Parish” in the e-transfer message. Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca so we can track it. 
The Diocese and the Parish continue to receive payments under the “Canadian Federal Emergency 
Wage-subsidy” program (CEWS). The last one of Nov. 30 was $ 976.36 which represents about 
13.4% of our monthly payroll. Please, express our gratitude to our Canadian Government.  

 
AMAZING RESULTS IN OUR ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Our Parish has pledged $ 44,113 or 95.90% towards our goal of $46,000 in the Horizon of 

Hope Diocesan Appeal. These results are better than any previous year! The Parish portion (20%) will 
be used to help the West Coast Missions of Ucluelet and Tofino. Thank you for your participation 
and your generosity!  

 

 
The K of C is holding their Charity Appeal in support of local and provincial charities! However it has 
some new twists! All prizes are cash, with 1st Prize being $100,000! Tickets are $3 each, but with no 
paper tickets, they must be bought online by credit card. Go to: www.KofCDraw.net/C9703   
By purchasing through our Council 9703, a portion of the sales returns to us for local distribution. Last 
year's sales allowed us to share over $1600 with local charities. We thank you for your support in past 
years, and hope we can count on you again this time!  
Share this URL with friends and family in BC, or buy tickets for them! There are only 200,000 tickets 
available, and the draw is on January 30, so get yours now! If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Jim Williams (250-656-9658). BC LLC# 126541 

http://www.kofcdraw.net/C9703

