
Dear members of our faith community;      July 19, 2020 
 
As we continue to enjoy beautiful summer weather and the blessings of living here on 
Vancouver Island we come with thanksgiving to celebrate our faith and to ask for continued 
strength especially for those who are directly affected by Covid-19. We probably all had 
hoped that by this time we would be back to “normal.” Instead the new “normal” is that we 
need to learn to live with the Covid-19 pandemic and with the uncertainties which go with it. 
This also means that we need to learn to be flexible and make the adjustments which are 
necessary. Please, continue to follow the directives which we have received both from the 
B.C. Public Health and from our Bishop Gary: stay home if you are vulnerable or/and 
sick; only attend one Mass a week for which you must sign up beforehand; maintain 
social/physical distancing in church and outside ; and now the recommendation to 
wear a mask when inside, even if it is not a requirement.  
As posted you know that three out of four weekend Masses have the maximum allowable 
people (50) signed up even if not all 50 are there at times. 
In order to accommodate more people to physically attend Sunday Mass I will be adding a 
Mass on Fridays at 10:00 am beginning on Friday August 7th. This will be the Sunday 
Mass for those who are able and willing to attend.  
I know that this requires an adjustment in thinking on your part but let me assure you that 
the Church allows this and that it has been a reality for centuries in mission territories. Many 
of you have the flexibility to come at other times than on the weekend. A heartfelt thank you 
to all those who will decide to come on Friday mornings so that other people who have no 
other choice can sign up for the weekend masses. Please, let Melanie in the office know. 
 
As we count our blessings I wish to pass on heartfelt thanks from the Dominican Sisters and 
especially from the young people we are helping in Dili, Timor Leste (one of the poorest 
countries in the world), where Covid-19 has been contained, and from Pasobolong in 
Mindanao, Philippines. I received pictures which show young people being given very 
practical training in making sweet potato jam and tamarind candy, training in haircutting, 
face scrub, manicure, pedicure, reflexology, making organic face scrub and hair spa. Click 
Here To See Pictures .We need to remember that 60 % of the population in Timor Leste is 
under 25 and that the unemployment rate of young people, normally about 13 % is now 
about 25 %.  
 
The Conference of Canadian Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has published an important 
message to us on caring for the elderly entitled “They still bring forth fruit in old age. A 
lesson in caring in the midst of Covid-19.” Click Here: They Still Bring Forth Fruit In 
Old Age 
 
 

https://spparish.com/files/docs/Life_Skills_Formation_Program___1.pdf
https://spparish.com/files/docs/Life_Skills_Formation_Program___1.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Message-on-caring-amidst-the-COVID-19-pandemic-EN-1-July-2020.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Message-on-caring-amidst-the-COVID-19-pandemic-EN-1-July-2020.pdf


 
Mass Attendance – from the Parish Office: 
 
In our efforts to follow the Diocesan directives from the Bishop which was sent out to all 
parishioners by Fr. Rolf on May 22nd, we are doing our best to maintain “stable and 
identifiable communities for worship”. This is very important for contact tracing purposes 
and is required by the BC Public Health Authority in the event of an outbreak at our parish. 
 
How have we done this ? 
With your help, we have established attendance rosters for each Mass time and have been 
doing this since May 31st. Most everyone on these rosters is coming regularly at the same 
time every week.  
We have already filled, to the allowed capacity of 50, the Saturday 5 pm Mass, the 
Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses. There are openings at the Saturday 3:00 pm 
Mass. Please, remember that Fr. Rolf also serves St. Jean-Baptiste Parish on 
Sundays at 1:00 pm.  
In order to accommodate more people Fr. Rolf is adding another Mass on Friday 
morning at 10:00 am beginning on Friday August 7th . Please, remember that during 
this pandemic time such a weekday Mass is considered to be your Sunday Mass.  
Can you, please, let the office know if you are able and willing to come for your 
Sunday Mass on Friday at 10:00 am. We already have a small number of parishioners 
who are willing to do just that. 
 
What is the challenge at the moment? 
As the weeks go by and more people wish to attend Mass, we are finding it more and more 
challenging to accommodate requests, especially from those who are only wanting to attend 
at a specific Mass time. We understand that not everyone is flexible with changing to 
another time, but I’m sure that many of you are able and willing to help others. What would 
be appreciated is if some of you would be willing to move to the Friday 10:00 am Mass time 
or to the Saturday 3:00 pm Mass time. This would free up space for others needing to 
attend at the weekend mass times that are currently full. 
Some guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursdays at noon if you wish to attend 
an available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 Do not substitute your spot for someone else to attend. We need you to keep 
your spot for contact tracing 

 No church hopping. If you are a member of Saanich Peninsula Parish, you should 
be staying here. The other churches in the Diocese are doing their part, like us to 
keep availability to their members 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca


 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the 
office on why, we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
Summary: 
There are now 5 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

  Friday 10:00 am Mass starting August 7th   

  Saturday 3:00 pm Mass 

  Saturday 5 pm Mass (Full) 

  Sunday 8:30 am Mass (Full) 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass (Full)  
As a reminder, we are still unable to gather at Our Lady of the Assumption. 
 
OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized 
Debits (PAD’s) and E-Transfers. This helps us to stay afloat and to keep our staff. 
Our old mail slot is open on the North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 5 
feet up on the wall.  
If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name and Parish Name 
“Saanich Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our parish. 
Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca once completed so we can track it. 
 
A COLLECTION REQUEST – if and when you give a donation for several weeks, could you 
please consolidate it into one donation or 1 cheque and place it into one envelope. This will 
help our counters a great deal! 
 
The Diocese has received payments under the Federal “emergency wage-subsidy” 
program which will now continue to December and for which we are very grateful. 
Please, express gratitude to our Canadian Government.  
The Diocese has not had to lay off anyone, including in the RC schools. However because 
of a substantial deficit the Diocese is not filling any vacant positions. 
 
Aside from sacramental ministry, all large “in person” meetings/gatherings of various 
groups and organizations remain suspended, until further notice. 
 
CELEBRATE MASS ONLINE AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL IN VICTORIA 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon and other celebrants for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as 
well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: 
www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream   
 
 

http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream

