
 Dear members of our faith community            July 25, 2021  
 

For the last three months I have either included information re. residential schools in these bulletins 
or made verbal reflections on the situation at our Masses. This weekend’s Gospel story of the five barley 
loaves and two fish shared by hundreds of people (John 6:1-15) reminds us that God in Jesus wished 
humans to be in solidarity with one another. Jesus repeatedly taught that God wished to reach out to all 
peoples in all cultures and no matter what background in order to bring mercy and healing.  

As we experience with humility the anguish, pain and, yes, anger, of First Nations and others 
regarding the graves at residential schools, we are reminded once more how God wishes us to be in 
solidarity with them. Let us continue to ask forgiveness for our complicity in racial policies and decisions 
made in the past as well as for the physical and sexual abuse which occurred at times while at the same 
time not believing everything that is being said. We always need to remember the context in which all this 
occurred. The negative and disastrous effects of Western colonization have been felt over the centuries 
by many peoples all over the world. Unfortunately, we are still experiencing in today’s world new forms of 
colonization on the part of totalitarian regimes. 

Since June I left copies at St. Elizabeth, but I am now including here the excellent article written by 
Fr. Raymond J. de Souza which appeared in the National Post newspaper of June 4, 2021. 

“Historically inaccurate to suggest Catholic Church hasn't apologized for 

residential schools” by Fr. Raymond J. de Souza 

All of the dioceses that had residential schools and the religious orders involved apologized decades 

ago, and those expressions have been renewed in recent days 

There has been much commentary about a Catholic apology for residential schools, even in these pages, 

that I prefer to think is ill-informed rather than ill-motivated. 

While I speak for no one but myself, and certainly not for the Catholic bishops, much less the 

Holy See, it is understandable that many have asked me about how and where the Catholic Church 

should apologize for its role in the grave offences against human dignity that occurred in residential 

schools. 

  All three parts of that are important: “Catholic Church,” “how” and “where.” 

Notice that “if” and “when” are not part of the question. The Catholic Church, like other Christian 

communities, has been engaged in reconciliation and healing for 30 years. It made sincere apologies not 

long after the issue came to wider public attention. 

“We are sorry and deeply regret the pain, suffering and alienation that so many experienced. We 

have heard their cries of distress, feel their anguish and want to be part of the healing process,” read a 

statement issued by Canadian bishops and leaders of religious orders that participated in the schools. 

That was in 1991, and was quoted in the submission the Canadian bishops made in 1995 to the 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, more than a decade before the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission (TRC) was established. 

The various religious orders that ran the schools also issued apologies. The Missionary Oblates 

of Mary Immaculate, which ran the Kamloops Indian Residential School, included this in their detailed 

four-page apology, which was issued in 1991: 

“We apologize for the part we played in the cultural, ethnic, linguistic and religious imperialism 

that was part of the mentality with which the peoples of Europe first met the Aboriginal peoples and 



which consistently has lurked behind the way the Native peoples of Canada have been treated by civil 

governments and by the churches.” 

Why are these forthright statements, issued three decades in the past, set aside by those who 

claim that somehow the Catholic Church refuses to apologize or seek forgiveness? 

Partly it’s because of confusion about structure. There is no “Canadian Catholic Church,” of 

which there is a single national leader. There is no equivalent to, for example, the moderator of the 

United Church of Canada. There are some 70 dioceses, or territories, each led by its own bishop. 

Then there are religious orders, like the Oblates and the Jesuits — who also issued an apology to 

Indigenous peoples in 1991 — which are not territorial. All of the dioceses that had residential schools 

and the religious orders involved apologized decades ago, and those expressions have been renewed in 

recent days. 

In the years since the TRC report was issued, there have been literally hundreds of reconciliation 

meetings held by Christian institutions, Catholic and otherwise. 

Those who allege that the “Canadian Catholic Church” has never apologized are simply 

mistaken about how the Catholic Church is structured. All the relevant structures — individual dioceses, 

religious orders and the associations of bishops — have done so. Indeed, many did so in their 

submissions to the TRC. 

“I wish to apologize sincerely and profoundly to the survivors and their families, as well as to all 

those subsequently affected, for the anguish caused by the deplorable conduct of those Catholics who 

perpetrated mistreatment of any kind in these residential schools,” said Archbishop Michael Miller of 

Vancouver to the TRC in 2013. (The Kamloops residential school was within the archdiocese of 

Vancouver’s boundaries when it was established.) 

What then about the pope? In 2009, after years of sincere dialogue between Catholic bishops in 

Canada and Indigenous representatives, Pope Benedict XVI received a delegation at the Vatican. It was 

led by Phil Fontaine, then-national chief of the Assembly of First Nations. It was a historic moment of 

contrition, sorrow, reconciliation and healing. Fontaine’s address on that occasion is one of the most 

poignant and illuminating on the relationship between the Catholic Church and the Indigenous peoples 

of Canada. 

At the time, it was considered the “final piece” of a nearly 20-year process of reconciliation that 

“closed the book,” in the words of Fontaine. So all the parties were confident that a good measure of 

healing had taken place: apologies were offered, and apologies were accepted. 

The TRC, which began its work in earnest after the Benedict-Fontaine meeting, did not accept 

that process or its outcome. It did not reject what had been done, or question if it had been done, but 

judged that how and where it had been done was inadequate. 

The TRC said that Pope Francis should appear in Canada within one year to offer another 

apology. For his part, Fontaine in 2018, without “diminishing” anything in the 2009 process, aligned 

himself with the TRC’s recommendation. 

The TRC’s position is that a papal apology in Rome is not sufficient; it has to be made in 

Canada. Yet papal visits are not common events. The first to Canada was in 1984, though Pope John 

Paul II returned for an overnight visit in 1987 to meet with Indigenous peoples in Fort Simpson, 

N.W.T., as fog had prevented him from landing there a few years earlier. John Paul returned in 2002, 

but that was for World Youth Day, not so much to visit the country itself. Benedict XVI did not visit 

Canada. 

There is no doubt that if Pope Francis were to visit Canada, he would meet with Indigenous 

leaders and renew, in his own name, the apologies made over the last three decades. But he is not 

visiting Canada — just as he has not visited Germany or France or even his own country of Argentina. 

I have no doubt that if the TRC removed its demand that Pope Francis appear in Canada, another 

papal apology would be forthcoming. Why would he not repeat what Pope Benedict XVI said, the 

Oblates said, the Jesuits said, Archbishop Miller said and the Canadian bishops have said? 



Pope Francis is hardly reluctant on this subject. He has spoken on other occasions and in other 

places about the mistreatment of Indigenous peoples by Catholics. 

What then do I think about papal expressions of contrition and requests for forgiveness? I am in 

favour of them, as was Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and now Pope Francis. 

In the global celebrations for the year 2000, John Paul insisted that requests for pardon be given 

a prominent place on the agenda. I was in St. Peter’s when he led the entire Catholic Church in what he 

would call a “healing of memories,” leading repentance for times when Catholics “have often denied the 

Gospel; yielding to a mentality of power, they have violated the rights of ethnic groups and peoples, and 

shown contempt for their cultures and religious traditions.” 

I count that experience as a great moment of grace. And it has been so whenever it has been 

repeated.        Fr. Raymond J. de Souza 

 
Statement in Response to Penelakut Island Graves 

On 13 July 2021, Bishop Gary issued a statement in response to the disclosure of more than 160 
unmarked graves on the site of the former Kuper Island Indian Residential School, also known as Kuper 
Island Indian Industrial School: 

“The Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria grieves for the victims of the Kuper Island Residential 
School, and apologizes for its role in the operation of residential schools. Our hearts go out in sadness 
for the little ones who were torn from their families and never returned home. This is a very hard time for 
the survivors and the families. I say again the words of my June 3, 2021 Statement of Apology and 
Commitment: On behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria, I apologize for the harm caused due 
to our complicity involved in the operations of the residential schools. I am committed to the process of 
healing, reconciliation, and education regarding this tragic history. We now listen with humility and 
respect, as the direction to go and the steps to be taken in response to these disclosures must lie in the 
hands of the communities and Indigenous people most affected. We commit to being accountable and 
contributing to these next-step solutions.” 

 
The disclosure of the unmarked graves was announced by the Penelakut Tribe on July 8, 2021. 

The graves are on Penelakut Island, in the area on which the Kuper Island Indian Residential School 
once stood. The school was opened by the Canadian government in 1889, who subcontracted the 
operation of the school to various Roman Catholic organizations: the Diocese of Victoria from 1891 – 
1907; the missionaries of the Company of Mary from 1907 – 1957, and the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
from 1957 – 1969. The government took over administration of the school in 1969 and closed it in 1975. 
In the decade preceding the Truth and Reconciliation inquiry, Glen Doughty, a former Oblate brother 
who worked at the school, pled guilty to sexually abusing students in the ‘60s and ‘70s. 

The geographic area of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria encompasses Vancouver Island 
and the surrounding islands. The Diocese was involved in the operation of two residential schools, the 
Kuper Island Indian Residential School and Christie Island Residential School on Meares Island, 
northeast of Tofino. The Diocese’s archival records related to both these schools were forwarded to the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission during its process (2008 – 2015), and remain available through 
the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. 

Bishop Gary’s Statement of Apology and Commitment can be found online 
at https://www.rcdvictoria.org/special-announcements/statement-of-apology-and-commitment.  

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/special-announcements/statement-of-apology-and-commitment


In it, Bishop Gary commits the Diocese to assist First Nations communities in the work of 
searching for loved ones who went missing at the residential schools in the Diocese; to help facilitate 
mental health and counselling support for individuals and communities in the Diocese; and to continue 
to seek pathways of healing for all those on the journey of truth and reconciliation. 

A national Indian Residential School Crisis Line has been set up by the Indian Residential School 
Survivors Society (IRSSS) to provide support for former students and those affected. People can 
access emotional and crisis referral services by calling the 24-hour line at 1-866-925-4419. 

 
REVISED MASS SCHEDULE 
We have now returned to our pre-Covid Mass schedule with no restrictions in numbers and no 
registration necessary:  

Three Sunday Masses:  

 Saturday 5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth 

 Sunday 8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption 

 Sunday 10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth followed by coffee fellowship 

 Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
Weekday masses are as follows: 
Tuesday to Thursday at 9:00 am at St. Elizabeth; Friday at 10:00 am at a home in Brentwood.  
We hope that we will be able to celebrate Mass at the Hospital and at the Legion Manor in 
September; we need to wait for the approval from the respective institutions. 
If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 
The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  

 
NEW MEMO FROM BISHOP GARY GORDON  

“Dear Pastors, Administrators, Deacons, and People of God, The move to Step 3 on July 1of BC’s 
Restart is a joyous occasion for the people of this province. Thanks to the efforts and sacrifices we have all 
made, and to the continued uptake of the vaccine, we have now reached a point where we can gather and 
worship in much the same way we did before the pandemic: with full capacity in our churches; with music 
and singing; with hymnals and bulletins; with altar servers and extraordinary ministers of Communion; and 
with gatherings, meetings and events before and after Mass.  

However, Covid is not over yet. Through these many months, we have learned that many of the 
practices we detailed in previous Directives are effective tools to prevent the spread of communicable 
diseases, including physical distancing, good hand hygiene, mask wearing, enhanced cleaning and 
sanitizing, and improved air quality and ventilation. Although many restrictions are no longer required, each 
pastor or parish administrator will determine the best practices in their parish to keep our churches safe 
places to gather for our elders, people with vulnerabilities, and all members of our community. As we enjoy 
these happier days, we continue to pray for the many people and places which are still suffering the 
devastating effects of this pandemic. With God’s help, may they soon find peace and healing so that our 
global joy may be complete.  In Communion,  

 Most Reverend Gary Gordon Bishop of Victoria” 



Among the general and liturgical directives are the following: 
1. Parishioners remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass at a church.   

2. Before attending Mass, each person must carry out their own personal health check by reviewing 
the entry requirements (see # 2 in the directives).  Any person who does not pass the health check 
must not attend Mass. 

3. Face coverings are recommended for all people 12 and older who are not yet fully vaccinated (ie. 
two weeks have passed since their second vaccine dose).  Some people will choose to continue to 
wear a face covering even after being fully vaccinated, and this choice must be respected. 

4. Communion will continue to be distributed on the hand only. No communion by cup at this time. 

5. Parishioners should continue to not to shake hands or hug each other, unless sitting together as a 
family unit.  Continuing the sign of peace with a gesture, such as bowing, is recommended. 

6. Holy Water fonts will continue to remain empty. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU: 
To Steve Otway with his equipment and to Francois Vinay and several Knights of Columbus for power-
washing areas around Our Lady of the Assumption Church, the rectory & at St. Elizabeth’s. Great job!!  
 
DONATIONS:   If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try    
and consolidate your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting 
your contributions into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help!  
 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP – COORDINATOR NEEDED 
This important person(s) would be responsible for coordinating with the various Ministries on serving coffee, 
tea, juice and cookies (!) after the Sunday 10:30 Mass.  Many thanks to Diane and Tony Guglielmi who 
have volunteered their time in this role. Anyone interested can reach out to Diane at 250 652-4450. 
 
INDIGENOUS CANADA – learn more 
There are numerous ways to learn more about Indigenous worldview, history and culture.   
Indigenous Canada is a FREE12-lesson Online Course from the Faculty of Native Studies, University of 
Alberta, that explores Indigenous histories and contemporary issues in Canada. This course explores key 
issues facing Indigenous peoples today from a historical and critical perspective highlighting national and 
local Indigenous-settler relations. Topics for the 12 lessons include the fur trade and other exchange 
relationships, land claims and environmental impacts, legal systems and rights, political conflicts and 
alliances, Indigenous political activism, and contemporary Indigenous life, art and its expressions. Register 
or info.: https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html 

https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Restart%20General%20and%20Liturgical%20Directives%20-%20Jul%202%202021.pdf
mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html


 
BURSARIES AND AWARDS – EXTENDED UNTIL AUG. 13 
The Diocese of Victoria offers bursaries and awards to outstanding students. The deadline for applications 
is August 13th.  More information and application forms are available at the following links: 

The Jawl Bundon LLP Bursary ($2500): for a grade 12 Catholic student who has been accepted to a post-

secondary institution.  Preference given to Indigenous students, and to students outside of Greater Victoria.  

The Blessed Marie Anne Blondin Bursary ($1000): for a lay woman who is enrolled in a program or 

course for ministry in the Church: religious ed., social justice, liturgy, social action, care of the sick, etc. 
The Char Deslippe Memorial Award ($500): for a teacher working in Island Catholic Schools or a parish 

catechist serving in children, youth or adult ministry. 
Our Parish is also providing bursaries; send us your request at spparish@shaw.ca  
 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Catholic Independent Schools of the Diocese of Victoria (Island Catholic Schools) is accepting 
applications for the following positions: 

 After School Care Workers at St. Joseph’s School in Victoria (Monday to Friday; 3 hours per day) 

 Early Childhood Educators at St. John Paull II School, Mini Miracles Family Centre, in Port Alberni 

 Part-time Librarian at St. Joseph’s School in Victoria (4 days per week) 

 Part-time Educational Assistant at St. Joseph’s School in Victoria 

 Part-time Teachers at St. Patrick’s School and St. Andrew’s Regional High School in Victoria 

 On-call Teachers, Educational Assistants, Early Childhood Educators and Out of School Care Workers 
for all schools (Port Alberni, Duncan, Victoria) 

Application forms and details are posted at:  http://cisdv.bc.ca/employment-opportunities.php 
 

 
 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/jawl-bundon-bursary
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/blondin-bursary
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/char-deslippe-award
mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://cisdv.bc.ca/employment-opportunities.php

