
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney Mailing address: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433     Rectory: 250-652-1557 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca  Web site: www.spparish.com   
 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
  

Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P.   Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org             Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 

NEW TO THE PARISH? WELCOME! 
Please fill out the information below so we can get to know 
you.  Pick up one of the blue information pamphlets next to the 
bulletins in the foyer so you can get to know us. 

Name: ____________________________________     
 

 

Address: __________________________________ 
 

Phone: ____________________  
 

Email: _____________________________________ 

Need Pre-Authorized Debit package?   Yes __ No __ 

Need donation envelopes?    Yes ___  No ___ 

FR. ROLF’S 50thANNIV. WOW, WHAT A PARTY!!! 
THANK YOU MELANIE AND TEAM !!  
The months of preparation bore fruit and we all had a 
great time; a real feast. So many people to thank :  Mary 
McGovern, Marie Rosko, Leonarda Manalo, Cynthia 
Tandy and James Bryce of the Parish Council; Freddie 
Brand; Vera & Barry Gear who spent hours to organize 
the table settings; the flowers on the tables arranged by 
Gerarda TenHave and her daughter; other arrangements 
by Bev Koffel from Deep Cove Chalet (they hope to re-
open by the end of July !). And then Bev’s wonderful 
flower arrangements at the entrance. The K of C setting 
up the tables and chairs, directing traffic and parking, 
bringing the church area back to normal after; the ladies 
of the Catholic Women’s League who gently directed us 
around the tables with food and who spend several 
hours clearing after; the musicians and the children who 
entertained and sang inspiring songs; the hours of pre-
paring the powerpoint  and video by Fatima Warner; and 
all of you the parishioners who brought the food, your 
joy and especially your presence. There was so much 
food left over to be enjoyed during the weekend. Yes, 
thank you all! Let us also thank the MC’s Bob Fowler 
and Jim Williams; Bruce Underwood and Virginia for the 
words and song of welcome and blessing as we cele-
brated on the sacred ancestral lands of the Salish Peo-
ple. We are a truly blessed community; let us be thankful 
for being able to come together and to share our faith. 
 
ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS:   
Sunday Aug. 11 at 2:00 pm at St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church off Mt. Newton X Road. All God’s creatures 
great and small are welcome. 

COLLECTIONS 

July 7 ............................................................ $ 2,924 
July 14 .......................................................... $ 2,817 
July 21………………………………………… $ 2,380 
Pre-Authorized Debits (monthly)  ................. $ 5,160 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST at ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney:  

  Saturdays at 5 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
and at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton: 

  Sundays at 8:30 am  

WEEKDAY MASSES DURING THE SUMMER  

DAILY AT ST. ELIZABETH’S : Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, First Friday 9:00 am 

Third Friday: 9:00 am at the Legion Manor, 7601 East Saanich Road, Saanichton  

Last Friday: 11:00 am in the Chapel at Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

Remaining Fridays: 10:00 am in a private home 

RECONCILIATION  at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 

 

We offer condolences to the family of Mary Bennett 
who passed away on July 20, 2019 and whose funeral 

was held on July 27 
 
LITURGY LAY TRAINING: SEPT. 14   
The Liturgy Lay Leadership Training for parishioners, who 
will lead Sunday and weekly Word & Communion liturgies 
in the absence of a priest, will take place on Saturday Sept 
14

th
 at St. Joseph’s from 8:30—3:30 pm. Please, reserve 

already day and time; you will receive an e-mail soon so 
that you can register for this important ministry training.     
   
PENINSULA WINE FEST: AUG. 10 
Peninsula Wine Fest,  Aug. 10, 1-4 pm at St. Stephen’s 
Church. This fundraiser supports programs offered by SP 
Hospital, Mt. Newton Centre & ORCCA Dental Clinic. For 
more info and to purchase a ticket visit: www.ParishCS.ca 
(click on TICKETS)  Admission at the door $5O; admission 
without wine tasting $20. . 
 
EMAIL SCAM WARNING:  Parishioners in the Diocese 
have received fraudulent emails seemingly coming from 
priests requesting money. THEY ARE A SCAM !  

 

JULY 28, 201 9 
17th  SUNDAY OF                    
ORDINARY TIME  
Genesis 18:20-32 
Colossians 2:12-14 
Luke 11: 1-13 

AUG 4, 2019   
18

th  
SUNDAY OF                    

ORDINARY TIME  
Eccl 1:2,  2: 21-23 
Colossians 3: 1-11 
Luke 12: 13-21 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.spparish.com


ARMATUS: LEARN TO PROTECT - REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN! 
Further to the recent letter from Bishop Gary Gordon as well as information shared by Fr. Rolf at recent masses, the registration for “Armatus: 
Learn to Protect” initiative is in full swing!  ALL Volunteers within our parish will be registered to complete the training modules.  Together, with 
the Diocese, we are committed to ensure safety within our church and to those we are in contact with.  
  
THANK YOU, PARISHIONERS OF SAANICH PENINSULA PARISH 
“Please send this message of thanks to everyone who made Friday July 12 such a memorable night at St. Elizabeth's. 
I am a parishioner of Holy Cross, and was so honoured to have been included in the celebration of the 50th anniversary of Fr. Rolf's ordination. 
The entire event was amazing: the traffic control, the beautifully set tables with floral arrangements, the orderly procession towards the 
delicious buffet, the moving tributes to Fr. Rolf, all the performances (the children were absolutely adorable; the adults were fabulous too!), the 
slide show on Fr. Rolf's life, the printed programs . . . I can't even imagine how much work went into the organization of this event. Just feeding 
that many people (I heard there were 358 of us present?) bordered on the miraculous, but the precision with which different parts of the 
celebration unfolded was just as admirable. I don't know how the organizers could have timed every part so accurately in advance, so that the 
evening ended precisely at 9, as planned. I'm sure every parishioner from Holy Cross and St.-Jean Baptiste who were fortunate enough to 
attend the event share my sentiments. Congratulations to St. Elizabeth for pulling off this wonderful celebration, and thank you so much for 
inviting us to join you.”  Sincerely, Yvonne Hsieh, Holy Cross Parish 
“Dear Melanie, Wow! What a party you had for our dear friend, Father Rolf. We, my husband Clive, daughter Colleen and me were so happy 
to be invited to your party. We had tickets number 1, 2 & 3 to ensure that we were included. That was a monumental task you undertook and 
everything went so smoothly. I know, only too well, the work involved to make an event like that look easy. And it’s not easy !!! The timing of the 
program, the speakers, the entertainment, the beautifully decorated tables, and the delicious food ensured a big family party atmosphere. And 
the children were so special. Our thanks for honouring our friend, Father Rolf, in that special way—he surely deserved it. And thank you for 
inviting us—Holy Cross members.  Sincerely, Carmel Loader, Holy Cross Parish  
 

 Pastor’s corner July 28, 2019 
 

Last Friday July 12th I was deeply touched by the honor I received from all of you when we celebrated my ordination to the priesthood 50 years 
ago, June 7 1969. Thank you so much for all the prayers, well wishes, words of thanks and monetary gifts you shared with me. It was an 
evening I and members of my family and friends will never forget. Heartfelt thanks to you all who contributed in so many ways to a wonderful 
sharing of food, music and song, laughter, fellowship, stories and spiritual nourishment. 
I have always seen my priesthood as a sharing in the Sacrament of Life. We are companions on a journey, a journey which is led and shared 
with us by a loving, compassionate God who in Jesus gave us an example of how to live and die. I am so thankful that I was blessed very early 
on by examples of self-giving in my mother who did everything in order for us to survive the Japanese concentration camp in Sumatra, 
Indonesia; by the memory of my father who died in the camp; by a step-father who was willing to marry my mother and three young brats and 
who gave of himself so that we might find a new life and home in Canada in 1955; by an aunt and uncle who cared for me between 1946 and 
1955 in Nijmegen, Holland; yes, an uncle who as an elder in the Dutch Reformed Church gave the example of reaching out to and helping the 
poor who came to the door. I was blessed by living and studying with the Dominicans in the exciting and hopeful times of renewal in the Church 
with Vatican II. I am so thankful for the Dominicans who helped me to see that we all share in the priesthood of Christ even if there is a 
theological difference and that we are all called to wash each other’s feet and to be servants of all, to journey with all those who search for 
truth, justice and who are willing to work to make truth and justice a reality, here in our world and in our time: Dominicans such as Yves Congar, 
Marie-Dominique Chenu, the worker-priest movement in France, Jean-Marie Roger Tillard. I was blessed with and am thankful for Michel Cote 
and those Dominican brothers who saw that we needed to get out of the monastery in 1969 in order, as worker-priests, to live with and journey 
with the poor of Ottawa. I am so thankful for having lived with so many wonderful inspiring but struggling people: the single moms who despite 
overwhelming odds looked after their children and who I admired for their strengths and resilience; the street kids who challenged my patience 
and made me see beyond the laws, regulations and expectations of society; those fellow politicians and citizens who truly wished and worked 
for a more caring, just society, for the common good. And then there were the young people with who I shared for a number of years: a home 
(from 1979 to 1985), dreams, pains and struggles, all kinds of challenges: Pierre, Rene, Francois and Jennifer, Paul, Roberto, Sam, Jean-Guy, 
Duc, Francis, Serge and two Doberman dogs, and, of course, Mario who after five years at 18 adopted me as his father. All these young people 
and now their spouses and children, helped me to grow as a human being and to become in a small and imperfect way the father in the Fr. 
Rolf. I am so thankful for that privilege and for the joy, hope, challenges and, yes, peace I received from that gift, God’s gift, and from which I 
continue to receive so much. I am thankful for the wisdom of my superiors who allowed me and encouraged me to live in a small  Dominican 
community, to do the street work with the children and families, for forming a home with the young people, and for blessing also my eleven 
years as an elected municipal and regional representative of the people in the area where I lived. And all this as a priest, as a Dominican. Yes, 
I was not celebrating mass and the sacraments on a daily basis but I was being nourished in so many ways by the lives and the stories of so 
many companions on the journey and I hope that in a small, and often imperfect way, I was being Christ’s presence by reminding myself and 
others of the values of the Gospel and the presence of the Sacred Story of God’s presence in our lives and in our imperfect world where we are 
called to be co-creators of a more just and sharing world. Those years were learning years, a deepening and strengthening of my faith and of 
my love for God and the Church despite her imperfections and of our rich and varied Dominican heritage.  
I continued in the same way even if it was in a completely different culture and world while I was as a missionary in Indonesia from 1989 to 
1993 trying to establish a new Dominican foundation. For the last 25 years since 1994 in the Diocese of Victoria I have lived my priesthood in a 
more traditional way in parish work but here too I am seeing the priesthood as primarily a sharing of the journey of life with wonderful people 
with who I am companions on the journey and from who I am receiving so much and from whose lives and stories I am learning so much. 
Thank you for being there for me as we continue together on the journey being called forward by God’s Spirit who leads us on giving us 
strength and hope: “to have been gifted with each other and we are called by the Word of the Lord: to act with justice, to love tenderly, 
and to walk humbly with our God (from the song “Companions on the Journey”).”                    Shalom!      Fr. Rolf, OP             


