
Dear members of our faith community;       July 5, 2020 
 

Summer has come and with it no doubt, for us here on Vancouver Island, a dry spell which we know 
will not last very long. Municipalities wisely ask us to preserve water and, if we have to, to only water 
our gardens on certain days. For years now our Parish has decided, wisely I believe, not to water the 
lawns at St. Elizabeth and at Our Lady of the Assumption and rectory. The result is that these turn, 
and again I believe, a “beautiful brown!” 
       In light of Pope Francis’ important encyclical on the environment “Laudato Si” let us all do our 
part to preserve that precious gift of water. There are numerous other, even more important ways, to 
do so over and above not watering the lawn. I again print here, tongue in cheek the following! 
      “Did God create lawns? A conversation in heaven between God and St. Francis. 
 
God: St. Francis, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there 
in Canada?  
What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect, no-
maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with 
abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honeybees and flocks of 
songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But all I see are these green rectangles. 
St. Francis: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord: the urbanites. They started calling your flowers 
"weeds" and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass. 
God: Grass? But it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees, only 
grubs and sod worms. It's temperamental with temperatures. Do these urbanites really want all that 
grass growing there? 
St. Francis: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin 
each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 
God: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast; that must make the  
urbanites happy. 
St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it, sometimes twice a week. 
God: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 
St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags. 
God: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 
St. Francis: No, sir -- just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 
God: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.  
And when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away? 
St. Francis: Yes, sir. 
God: These urbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the 
heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 
St. Francis: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag 
out hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it. 
 



God: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do 
say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In 
the autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect 
the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot, the leaves form compost to enhance the soil. It's a natural 
circle of life. 
St. Francis: You'd better sit down, Lord. The urbanites have drawn a new circle.  
As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away. 
God: No. What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter and to keep the soil moist 
and loose? 
St. Francis: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call mulch.  
They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves. 
God: And where do they get this mulch? 
St. Francis: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 
God: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore.  
St. Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 
St. Catherine: "Dumb and Dumber," Lord. It's a real stupid movie about …. 
God: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis. 
 

You can find more stories, inspirations, resources & entertainment on Beliefnet.com 

 

Also here are a couple more inspiring videos we hope will bring a smile to your face. 

Young boy can chirp exactly like a bird: Click Here 

Eating Twinkies with God: Click Here 

 
               Shalom, fr. Rolf OP (church 250-656-7433 or cell: 250-652-1990) 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  

SUNDAY EUCHARIST AT ST. ELIZABETH’S ON THE WEEKENDS 
As a reminder, we are still unable to gather at Our Lady of the Assumption. And there 
are no weekday Masses at this time. 
Please note: we have added a fourth Sunday Mass at 3:00 pm on Saturdays. 
 

Here at the Mass times at St. Elizabeth’s 
Saturday 3:00 pm Mass 

·      Saturday 5 pm Mass (Full) 
·      Sunday 8:30 am Mass  
·      Sunday 10:30 am Mass (Full) 
 

https://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/2004/04/did-god-create-lawns.aspx#kjAXcRVsTIxQ6ShH.99
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYmbw0_MkQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9N8OXkN0Rk


Please, for the sake of your own as well as other people’s health and safety 
remember and observe all the restrictions and conditions that had previously been 
communicated. They are still in effect especially Social/Physical Distancing. 
Bathrooms are closed except in emergency. We cannot keep them sanitized. Thanks! 
      You must Sign Up in advance of coming to Mass. Please call the office to reserve 
your spot at 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca.  We are limited to no more than 50 
people and will be keeping a roster of attendees.  
Signed up as a regular and can’t attend?  
We understand that circumstances come up at the last minute that can prohibit you from 
attending a Mass that you already signed up for.  But please, if you know you won’t be 
able to attend a mass that you already signed up for, let the office know IN ADVANCE 
(by Friday noon) so that way if someone is on the waiting list, they can use your spot just 
for that weekend.  We appreciate your cooperation on this! 
 
FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized 
Debits (PAD’s) and E-Transfers. This helps us to stay afloat and to keep our staff.  
Our old mail slot is open on the North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 5 
feet up on the wall.  If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the 
Diocesan Development Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name 
and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be passed 
on to our parish. Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it.   

 A COLLECTION REQUEST – if and when you give a donation for several 
weeks, could you please consolidate it into one donation or 1 cheque and 
place it into one envelope. This will help our counters a great deal!   

The Diocese has received the first payments under the Federal “emergency wage-
subsidy” program which continues to August and for which we are very grateful. 
Please, express gratitude to our Canadian Government. The Diocese has not had to lay off 
anyone, including in the RC schools. However because of a substantial deficit the Diocese 
is not filling any vacant positions.   
Our Parish Finance Cttee will be meeting on July 10th to discuss our own financial situation.  
 
SUSPENSION OF MEETINGS, EVENTS & RENTALS CONTINUE 
Aside from sacramental ministry, all “in person” meetings/gatherings of various groups and 
organizations remain suspended, until further notice.  
  
CELEBRATE MASS ONLINE AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL IN VICTORIA 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon and other celebrants for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well 
as on Sundays at 10 AM through live stream from the Cathedral.   
Simply click on:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
mailto:developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org
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http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream


  
 
 
 
 
PRAY AS A FAMILY- DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Let us continue to pray for those who are still struggling: the lonely and depressed, the 
unemployed;  those who fear losing their job; those who are first responders; the many care 
givers in our parish; the many in the world who are worse off. Let us ask Mary, our mother 
giving us the example of faith and trust to inspire us, to encourage and strengthen us.  
  
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 
Send us their email address to spparish@shaw.ca 
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