
 Dear members of our faith community      June 13, 2021 
 
God is at work! In this Sunday’s Gospel of Mark 4:26-34 Jesus tells his disciples to use their imagination 
when they think of the “kingdom of God”. Just as there are no limits to our imaginings, so there are no limits to 
where and how the kingdom of God, God’s reign, comes about. Using the parable of the seed sown into the 
ground Jesus reminds us of the many, innumerable and always surprising ways that God acts in our lives. Let 
us remember that when we reflect on what is happening in our world today when we are faced with a still 
longer pandemic, or with the tragedy of residential schools but also the complex issues surrounding them.  

On the occasion this year of the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Dominic, Pope Francis has written 
a long letter to the Order of Preachers or Dominicans. I would like to share a portion with you: 

“In the Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate I expressed my conviction that “each saint is a 
mission, planned by the Father to reflect and embody, at a specific moment in history, a certain aspect of the 
Gospel” (No. 19). Dominic responded to the urgent need of his time not only for a renewed and vibrant 
preaching of the Gospel, but, equally important, for a convincing witness to its summons to holiness in the 
living communion of the Church. In the spirit of all true reform, he sought a return to the poverty and simplicity 
of the earliest Christian community, gathered around the apostles and faithful to their teaching (cf. Acts 2:42). 
At the same time, his zeal for the salvation of souls led him to form a corps of committed preachers whose 
love of the sacred page and integrity of life could enlighten minds and warm hearts with the life giving truth of 
the divine word.  

In our own age, characterized by epochal changes and new challenges to the Church's evangelizing 
mission, Dominic can thus serve as an inspiration to all the baptized, who are called, as missionary disciples, 
to reach every “periphery” of our world with the light of the Gospel and the merciful love of Christ. In speaking 
of the perennial timeliness of St. Dominic's vision and charism, Pope Benedict XVI reminded us that "in the 
heart of the Church, a missionary fire must always burn". Dominic's great call was to preach the Gospel of 
God's merciful love in all its saving truth and redemptive power. As a student in Palencia, he came to 
appreciate the inseparability of faith and charity, truth and love, integrity and compassion. …His witness to the 
mercy of Christ and his desire to bring its healing balm to those experiencing material and spiritual poverty 
was to inspire the foundation of your Order and shape the life and apostolate of countless Dominicans in 
varied times and places.  

The unity of truth and charity found perhaps its finest expression in the Dominican school of 
Salamanca, and particularly in the work of Friar Francisco de Vitoria, who proposed a framework of 
international law grounded in universal human rights. This in turn provided the philosophical and theological 
foundation for the heroic efforts of Friars Antonio Montesinos and Bartolome de Las Casas in the Americas, 
and Domingo de Salazar in Asia to defend the dignity and rights of the native peoples.  

The Gospel message of our inalienable human dignity as children of God and members of the one 
human family challenges the Church in our own day to strengthen the bonds of social friendship, to overcome 
unjust economic and political structures, and to work for the integral development of every individual and 
people. Faithful to the Lord's will, and prompted by the Holy Spirit, Christ's followers are called to cooperate in 
every effort “to give birth to a new world, where all of us are brothers and sisters, where there is room for all 
those whom our societies discard, where justice and peace are resplendent” (Fratelli Tutti, 278). May the 
Order of Preachers, now as then, be in the forefront of a renewed proclamation of the Gospel, one that can 



speak to the hearts of the men and women of our time and awaken in them a thirst for the coming of Christ's 
kingdom of holiness, justice and peace! … 

Together with St. Francis of Assisi, Dominic understood that the proclamation of the Gospel, verbis et 
exemplo, entailed the building up of the entire ecclesial community in fraternal unity and missionary 
discipleship. The Dominican charism of preaching overflowed early into the establishment of the varied 
branches of the larger Dominican family, embracing all the states of life in the Church. In succeeding 
centuries, it found eloquent expression in the writings of St Catherine of Siena, the paintings of Blessed Fra 
Angelico and the charitable works of St. Rose of Lima, Blessed John Macias and St. Margaret of Castello. 

In our own time it continues to inspire the work of artists, scholars, teachers, communicators. In this 
anniversary year, we cannot fail to remember those members of the Dominican family whose martyrdom was 
itself a powerful form of preaching. Or the countless men and women who, imitating the simplicity and 
compassion of St. Martin de Porres, have brought the joy of the Gospel to the peripheries of societies and our 
world. Here I think in particular of the quiet witness given by the many thousands of Dominican tertiaries and 
members of the Dominican Youth Movement, who reflect the important and indeed indispensable role of the 
laity in the work of evangelization….”            Francis, May 24, 2021. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADUATES! 
Please let us know if you are graduating from high school this year. Send us your name and contact info.  
 
BC PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS: Please, remain patient. 
Dr. Henry announced a gradual reopening in four steps which, at this time, allows for up to 50 
people for indoor religious services.  This includes pre-registration for all masses. Please 
remember, people who are vulnerable with underlying health issues should continue to stay home! 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass does not apply during the pandemic which still continues.  

Mass Registration & Guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursday at noon if you wish to attend an 
available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the office, 
we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 Washrooms will remain closed, except for emergencies. 

 Please, follow the social/physical distancing and other regulations including before 
and after mass; they are for the protection and safety of others in the community as 
well as for your own. And remember, other people feel safer when you observe them. 

 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
 
Summary: 
There are 4 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

 Saturday 3:30 pm Mass (This is a children’s family mass) 

  Saturday 5:00 pm Mass  

  Sunday 9:00 am Mass(FULL) 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass (FULL) 

  Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
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In view of the restrictions and taking into consideration the number of people coming, there will 
be no Sunday masses at Our Lady of the Assumption until all the pandemic restrictions are lifted 
and attendance is back to pre-pandemic. Please contact Fr. Rolf if you wish to discuss this.  As a 
reminder there are also no weekday masses at St. Elizabeth’s at this time. 
 
Aside from sacramental and other “essential” ministries, all “in person” meetings/gatherings of 
various groups and organizations remain suspended. 

 
 You are required to wear a mask when entering the St. Elizabeth Church in Sidney which is open for 
individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with limitations (10 
persons only) and observance of strict protocols. Outside funerals are allowed with 50 attending. 

 If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  
 

Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live 
stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog  
 

 
UCLUELET / TOFINO UPDATE 
Last fall I wrote about our parish’s initiative to support 2 churches - the Holy Family Parish in Ucluelet and 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Tofino. This partnership or “twinning” of our churches came to light as a 
result of declining donations to “Catholic Missions Canada”, an organization who in the past, our Diocese 
received grants from for our “missions” in outlying areas on Vancouver Island. Sister Janet Bayron, RVM 
and Sister Lilia Semeniego, RVM who administer the 2 churches sent us a letter in April along with some 
pictures outlining some of the much needed repairs and upgrades that are needed.   

Holy Family Church, Ucluelet: 
a)    Paving of the driveway to the parking lot; 
b)    Beautification of Holy Family Garden;  
c)    Repair the stairs going down to the Hall; 
d)    Put up a signage of the Church; 
e)    Finish the ceiling at the passage; to renovate the garage; 
f)     Rectory Kitchen: needs exhaust fan and cupboards 

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Tofino: 
a)    Needs a new kitchen refrigerator; 
b)    Additional hanging cabinet in the sacristy; 
c)    Steel cabinet for confidential files; 
d)    Share expenses for a new fence 
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DONATIONS:   If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try    
and consolidate your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting your 
contributions into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help!  

 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
K of C STATE BURSARY 2021 for all Grads and Post Secondary Students 
The Knights of Columbus are offering multiple student Bursaries of $1000 to those in a registered  Post-
Secondary institute in BC for the fall. An application needs to be requested by you, completed and sent to 
Kof C before June 30.  Email Roy Battilana:  battilana@telus.net for a copy of the PDF package. 
For other bursaries and awards: 

View the Diocesan website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org under Programs.  Deadline July 15.  
Our Parish will also provide bursaries; send us your request at spparish@shaw.ca  
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY VIA ZOOM: 
The CWL invites you to join their weekly Rosary on Wednesdays at 9:30am; hosted via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574603894?pwd=SXFlWUtScm82Vm93L09FaTdTZFQ3dz0
9 Meeting ID: 845 7460 3894 Passcode: CWL;  
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