
 Dear members of our faith community      June 6, 2021 
Last weekend I was terribly saddened by the horrific news of the mass grave discovered in Kamloops. It 

brought me back to the painful experience of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission hearings here at the 
convention centre in Victoria and that long process in the country almost a decade ago. We shared at that 
time the trauma being felt by families, descendants and clans of those who lived in the residential schools as 
well the need for healing which we knew would be a long process. While we do not know the cause of the 
tragic deaths of these innocent children we must share the sorrow and anger of their siblings, families, elders 
and communities. And once again we must also share the guilt of our Country, our Province and of our Church 
in implementing policies that we find today abhorrent.  

As we come together on the ancestral lands of the Tsaw’out, the Tsartlip, the Pauqu’achin and Tseycum 
nations I invite you to, please, read and meditate our Bishop Gary Gordon’s letters which follow. And even if 
you are not able to come to this weekend’s Eucharist Celebrations, join us in thought and in prayer at all 
Masses as we remember the loss of these children and as we pray for forgiveness and healing. Let us share 
the sorrow and pain of our fellow parishioners from the First Nations and pray for the humility, courage and 
strength to work for the necessary changes and true reconciliation.  Fr. Rolf, OP 

 
LETTER FROM BISHOP GARY GORDON, DATED MAY 31 
“Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

Statement regarding Residential School in Kamloops  
The news of the discovery of 215 graves found at the site of the former residential school in 

Kamloops saddens me and is shocking. With heartfelt prayers, I want to remember the souls and memory of 
these little ones. I pray grace and peace for the families, and others, who suffer this loss of loved ones, and 
for all those who experience the trauma of the residential schools.  

The deep wound that has been opened, as painful as it may be, is a path forward for healing. This is 
an essential path for me to travel on, and I pray that it will be an essential path for others of good will who 
desire Truth and Reconciliation.  

The shock of this discovery may subside, but we cannot abandon the memory and experience of loss 
for so many families impacted by the residential schools. With resolve, it is an opportunity to let justice and 
healing flow like a mighty river, lest we forget.  

In the peace of the Creator, Most Reverend Gary Gordon Bishop of Victoria” 
 

On June 3 Bishop Gary sent this additional letter of “APOLOGY AND COMMITMENT”:  
“The discovery of the remains of 215 children found at the former Kamloops Residential School 

shines a light on a painful tragedy for which words seem inadequate to express my profound sorrow. As we 
move through these long days of June, more light exposes the dark places of the residential schools era. 
The penetrating light of our Creator continues to search the hearts of all for the truth, and challenges us to a 
renewed commitment to listen and act.  

On behalf of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria, I apologize for the harm caused due to our 
complicity involved in the operations of the residential schools. I am committed to the process of healing, 
reconciliation, and education regarding this tragic history.  



The archival records related to the two Residential Schools (Christie and Kuper Island) that were 
managed by the Diocese of Victoria were forwarded to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2008-
2015) and our commitment to transparency remains firm.  

We are committed to assist First Nations communities in the work of searching for loved ones who 
went missing at the residential schools in our Diocese.  

We are committed to help facilitate mental health and counselling support for individuals and 
communities in our Diocese to help find the peace that comes from truth and justice.  

We remember with profound sorrow the children who died and the members of their families who 
continue to grieve and all those who live with the trauma of Residential Schools. We continue to seek 
pathways of healing for all those on the journey of truth and reconciliation.  

We are all interconnected and we have a responsibility to accompany one another in the circle of life. 
We humbly acknowledge the pain of the past and we accept responsibility for the role we have played in the 
history of Residential Schools. With the help of the Creator, the path forward is hopeful as we move forward 
in the light of a new tomorrow. 

Sincerely, Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of Victoria” 
 

LETTER FROM THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
The President of the CCCB made the following statement on behalf of the Bishops of Canada following the 
recent discovery of graves at the former Kamloops Indian Residential School on the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc 
First Nation.  
 

Reflection on this Sunday’s Feast of Corpus Christi, Body and Blood of Christ 
Last Sunday we celebrated that mystery which tries to answer our searching question “who is God?”, the 

mystery of the Trinity, God being one and yet three persons. I tried to describe that mystery of faith, for which 
there is no proof, no explanation, by saying that God is relationship, a communion of transcending love.  

Today we celebrate how we too form a communion of love, a love which is not perfect, but nevertheless a 
relationship of faith and love which is nurtured by the gift of Christ’s own body. Since November of last year 
we have not been able to come together and even now our communion with each other is limited because of 
Covid-19. Yes, we have related to one another by prayer and thought, by e-mail and telephone and other 
means but we humans need that physical presence which assures us that we are not alone, that we are in 
need to nourish each other with faith and love. 

Hopefully the pandemic has slowed us down enough so that we do not have to grab and eat food on the 
run wherever we find ourselves at work, in school, at home. We need to enjoy each other’s presence, to share 
each other’s experience and hopes for the day as well as to share the food needed for our bodies. Meals can 
be important occasions during which more than food is shared; when family, friendship, nation and clan bonds 
are strengthened; when we pass on legacies, when visions and hopes for the future are discussed; when 
friendships are sealed, future protection and presence are promised. That is why it is so sad that First Nations 
children in the past were deprived by our policies of those important meals together with their families & elders 

 This Sunday’s Gospel of Mark 14:12-26 tells us of the last Passover meal which Jesus shared with his 
disciples and during which he gave of himself as nourishment into the future. But that is not all! He told them 
and us that every time we come together in His name as disciples we too can celebrate and do the same in 
His name and thus receive Him as nourishment for the journey. What an extraordinary parting gift!  

https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Images/CCCB/CCCB%20Statement%20on%20discovery%20at%20residential%20school%20in%20Kamloops%20-%2031%20May%202021%20-%20EN.pdf


Three centuries later St. Augustine in a homily (#242 or 272 ?) talks of how people in his time came 
forward and he then asks his listeners to reflect on what they are doing and saying:“The people are in 
procession, coming forward with open hands; they make a kind of throne with their hands and extend them. 
The minister presents a piece of bread and proclaims in faith “the Body of Christ”. The communicant responds 
in faith: “Amen.” Augustine comments: “It is your sacrament which you receive. You answer “Amen” to 
what you yourself are and in answering are enrolled. You answer “Amen” to the words “The Body of 
Christ.” Be then a member of the Body to verify your “Amen.” 

Augustine is saying kind of: Just think of it! Isn’t it awesome? It’s one thing to recognize the real presence 
of Jesus in the bread and wine of communion. But it is another thing to recognize your own presence in that 
same bread and wine, to believe and affirm that you are a member of Christ; that we are the Body of 
Christ; that we wish to become that Body; that we wish to continue to build that Body of Christ in our world. 
Augustine is inviting us to make those connections: yes, to celebrate the mystery of Christ’s presence here 
and now in a piece of bread, in myself, in each other, in this community of faith that comes in procession, in 
this historic Church of which we are a part, in this world. And if it takes faith in believing that Christ is 
present in a piece of bread and that I commune with Christ in receiving it, it may take even more faith to 
recognize that through that same communion we are called to commune with one another, that we are 
called to become “The Body of Christ.” But that is what Augustine and this feast day invite us to rediscover. 
We believe in Jesus; we believe in each other. We affirm Jesus; we affirm each other. We feed on 
Jesus, on his presence, on his Word; we feed on each other, we nourish each other in our faith by our 
presence. And all of this despite our failings, our weaknesses and sins!! 

When we affirm and celebrate the “Body of Christi”. We are engaged in an act of faith and in an 
act of hope. We know that being the Body of Christ is something that takes time and effort. It is still a 
work in progress! Not just for me personally, not just for our own community of faith, but for the whole 
church. It is truly the work of the Spirit given to us individually at our baptism, gifted and present again and 
again at our Eucharistic celebrations. 
We pray at the Eucharist: “Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become 
for us the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus the Christ.” And then later we say “Grant that we who are 
nourished by his Body and Blood may be filled with his Holy Spirit and become one body, healed of all 
division, one spirit in Christ.” 

Yes, when I say “Amen” (notice, we do not say “Thank you, father”!) I am living an act of profound faith 
and of deep hope. To recognize the presence of Christ in a piece of bread, in myself, in each other, in this 
historic and at times sinful church requires deep faith and hope, requires an “Amen” which I need to repeat 
over and over, which I need to make reality again and again because we are all sinners. 
Faith in the real presence of Christ stretches beyond Eucharistic bread and wine. 
To celebrate the Eucharist implies communion with and fidelity to the real presence of Christ in all of 
its dimensions: in word, sacrament, community, history, all of life, present and future.      Fr. Rolf, OP 

 

 
BC PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS: Please, remain patient. 
Dr. Henry announced a plan on Tuesday May 25 for a gradual reopening in four steps and further 
revised her order on May 27 which would allow for up to 50 people for indoor religious services.  
This includes pre-registration for a mass service. Please remember, people who are vulnerable with 



underlying health issues should continue to stay home! The obligation to attend Sunday Mass does 
not apply during the pandemic which still continues.  

Mass Registration & Guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursday at noon if you wish to attend an 
available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the office, 
we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 Washrooms will remain closed, except for emergencies. 

 Please, follow the social/physical distancing and other regulations including before 
and after mass. Please do not mingle in the parking lot, foyer and church. These 
regulations are for the protection and safety of other people in the community as well 
as for your own. And remember, other people feel safer when you observe them. 

 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
 
Summary: 
There are now 4 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

 Saturday 3:30 pm Mass (This is a children’s family mass) 

  Saturday 5:00 pm Mass  

  Sunday 9:00 am Mass 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass  

  Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
In view of the restrictions and taking into consideration the number of people coming, there 
will be no Sunday masses at Our Lady of the Assumption until all the pandemic restrictions 
are lifted and attendance is back to pre-pandemic. Please contact Fr. Rolf if you wish to 
discuss.  As a reminder there are also no weekday masses at St. Elizabeth’s at this time. 
 
Aside from sacramental and other “essential” ministries, all “in person” 
meetings/gatherings of various groups and organizations remain suspended. 
 

 You are required to wear a mask when entering the St. Elizabeth Church in Sidney which is open for 
individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with limitations (10 
persons only) and observance of strict protocols. Outside funerals are allowed with 50 attending. 

 If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  
 

Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live 
stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog  
 

 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog


UCLUELET / TOFINO UPDATE 
Last fall I wrote about our parish’s initiative to support 2 churches - the Holy Family Parish in Ucluelet and 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Tofino. This partnership or “twinning” of our churches came to light as a 
result of declining donations to “Catholic Missions Canada”, an organization who in the past, our Diocese 
received grants from for our “missions” in outlying areas on Vancouver Island. Sister Janet Bayron, RVM 
and Sister Lilia Semeniego, RVM who administer the 2 churches sent us a letter in April along with some 
pictures outlining some of the much needed repairs and upgrades that are needed.   

Holy Family Church, Ucluelet: 
a)    Paving of the driveway to the parking lot; 
b)    Beautification of Holy Family Garden;  
c)    Repair the stairs going down to the Hall; 
d)    Put up a signage of the Church; 
e)    Finish the ceiling at the passage; to renovate the garage; 
f)     Rectory Kitchen: needs exhaust fan and cupboards 

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Tofino: 
a)    Needs a new kitchen refrigerator; 
b)    Additional hanging cabinet in the sacristy; 
c)    Steel cabinet for confidential files; 
d)    Share expenses for a new fence 

 

   

   

 



DONATIONS:   If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try    
and consolidate your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting your 
contributions into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help!  

 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADUATES! 
Please let us know if you are graduating from high school this year. Send us your name and contact info.  
 
K of C STATE BURSARY 2021  
Hello All Grads and Post Secondary Students, once more the Knights of Columbus are offering multiple 
student Bursaries of $1000 to those in a registered  Post-Secondary institute in BC for the fall.   
An application package needs to be requested by you, completed and sent to Kof C before June 30.  There 
are some basic steps to doing this as outlined in the package.   
Email Roy Battilana at:  battilana@telus.net for the link and a copy of the PDF package. 
 
 
OTHER BURSARIES AND AWARDS THROUGH THE DIOCESE  

View the Diocesan website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org under Programs.  Deadline for submissions July 15.  
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY VIA ZOOM: 
The CWL invites you to join their weekly Rosary on Wednesdays at 9:30am; hosted via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574603894?pwd=SXFlWUtScm82Vm93L09FaTdTZFQ3dz0
9 Meeting ID: 845 7460 3894 Passcode: CWL;  
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