
 Dear members of our faith community; 
As a Christian community we are already celebrating the fifth Sunday of Easter as well as Mother’s Day 
and as well as the eighth Sunday since March 15 when we are not able to come together in church. De-
spite this latter sad fact we have so many reasons to be joyful and grateful. We can be thankful and pray 
for all those life-giving and caring mothers who accompany and sustain us in our personal and 
communal life. Happy Mother’s Day !  
In this month of Mary we are also thankful for and pray to our mother Mary, Mother of the Church. On May 
1 the Bishops throughout Canada celebrated the Consecration of Canada and of each Diocese to 
Mary, Mother of the Church, in this time of the pandemic Covid-19. As the introduction to this special 
celebration says: “We invoke her solicitude upon our country (and all the countries in the world) and ask 
that she intercede with her Son Jesus to hear the prayers of her children who seek protection from the 
ravages of the coronavirus, healing for those who are ill, wisdom and courage for those who assist the 
sick and the distressed, and eternal rest for those who have died.” 
I personally want to express my gratitude to all of you who shared with me your wishes and prayers on the 
occasion of my 80th birthday on April 28. Thank you also for the cards, gifts and goodies, for the meals 
shared; for the virtual sharing. I am truly blessed to be a member of a wonderful, caring and joyful 
faith community that inspires and sustains me in my vocation as a human being, as a Dominican 
and as a priest. On the day I was united also with the communities in St. Jean-Baptiste, with my Domini-
can communities in Vancouver and in Eastern Canada as well as those in Indonesia, Mindanao and Timor 
Leste. Please, remember the poor in these and other countries in the developing world who are al-
ready and will be even more severely affected by the economic consequences in the years to 
come. The Dominican Sisters in Timor Leste and Pasobolong are for the time being using the money we 
have been sending them for the basic needs of the poor for water and food.  
During this Easter season we have readings from the Book of Acts, which is Luke’s second Gospel, relat-
ing how the Acts of the Spirit of the Risen Lord accompanied the first Christian communities in Jerusalem, 
in Galilee, in Antioch, in Damascus, in Asia Minor, in the Hellenistic world, right to Rome, etc. At first 
glance these faith communities seemed idyllic in their unity and in their faith. And we too can recognize 
and be grateful that we are a diverse community united by our faith and by our concern and caring for 
each other and for the poor both here as well as elsewhere in the world. It is wonderful to see how the 
various ministries in our parish are continuing to serve people by assuring telephone and e-mail relation-
ships with the sick, elderly and lonely. We are all important to each other and connected to each other in 
so many various ways. 
This Sunday May 10’s reading of Acts 6:1-7 remind us that we need to do reality checks from time to 
time. The passage shows  that in the early Christian community some people were starting to fall be-
tween the cracks. In the distribution of food some widows were being neglected along ethnic/racial lines. 
The whole community did something about it (“the twelve called together the whole community…”) by 
choosing “deacons”, all men. I am sure though that they were not alone. They had women helping them, 
not just in the distribution but in the preparation, etc.  
There is evidence that there were women who were designated in the same way in the early church. After 
a few setbacks Pope Francis is again calling for the possibility of ordaining women as deacons; something 
that doesn’t seem to please everybody! What change will?  
Reality checks in our own time show us that we are not always ideal Christians; that there are controver-
sies, small and large; that there are divisions; that we forget that people fall between the cracks. As I said 
last week regarding the Resurrection we must show concrete signs that Christ is truly alive in our 
midst by continuing the works that Jesus did:  
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 not showing favoritism in our reaching out to feed the hungry and neglected; by being a healing and reconciling 
presence; by doing everything we can to bring about true justice and peace in our relationships, in our eco-
nomic, political and social systems and institutions.  
In this weekend’s Gospel passage from John 14:1-12 Jesus says he is the “way”, that Jesus’ way of loving 
is to be our way of loving. Jesus says that he is the “truth”, that what he is saying about God being full of 
mercy and compassion is the way to for us to believe in God. And whenever there are people who preach 
about an avenging and exacting God who demands legalistic observances and punishes us with pandemics 
and other disasters, then we need to see that so is not the Christian God.  Rather Jesus’ way is the “truth and 
the life”; we need to make it our way. As we journey towards the feast of Pentecost let us yearn and pray for 
the gift of the Spirit that she may unite us with Jesus the Risen Lord and empower us to live the life he lived. 
Jesus invited all people to feel at home with him no matter what their background; he promised the criminal 
crucified beside him that he would find a home with Jesus. He promised rest for the weary and comfort for the 
comfortless. As the Gospel passage reminds us: “Do not let your hearts be troubled …in my father’s house 
there are many dwelling places.” As the Church has always confirmed: there are many ways to God . As we 
continue to rely on social distancing because of the pandemic, let us make sure that the life we lead as Chris-
tians will break down all barriers and will bring us ever closer together. The Gospel passage from John re-
minds us and the gift of the Spirit of Pentecost assures and empowers each and every one of us: “the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do (John 14:12).”  
 
 Now that the BC Government has announced the gradual reopening of various places in specific stages 
you may think that churches will reopen very soon. Well, that is not the case. Already a week ago our Bishop 
established a committee to explore how the gradual reopening in stages will happen for our churches. 
The closing of churches in March was easier than the reopening. It is not just a question of opening the doors. 
We need to find a procedure whereby we can meet the provincial requirements of social distancing, of maxi-
mum numbers of people, of regular sanitizing and constant cleaning of spaces, chairs, benches, doors, wash-
rooms, etc. This will also require that we set up groups of volunteers to do some of these. The reopening of 
churches in the Diocese will only happen when there is a common procedure for the whole Diocese, 
not just for specific individual churches. It will be the Bishop who will make that announcement.  
All of this is for your protection and especially for the protection of those who are vulnerable in our 
community. For those of you who feel uneasy you may remember that back in March the Bishop made it very 
clear that the obligation of attending Sunday mass does not apply during the pandemic which continues. 
Let us remember that God with love and mercy reaches out to us in many ways and that God wishes that we 
respond freely in various and many ways. It is up to us to nourish such a free and loving relationship with God. 
  
Thank you to those who shared with me about live-streaming our own parish masses. Many expressed 
a desire for this; others had reservations. To be honest I am not really that keen about the idea.  The Eucharist 
is a sharing; we as Church all participate; we are not onlookers. I wrote about this before but I think that while 
social media, computers, etc. are good, we are already spending too much time in front of computer and other 
screens, too much time in virtual communication. I especially think that we need to take every opportunity to 
treasure silence, meditation, listening, reading, praying,  live communication over the phone or at a distance, 
and when possible being outside, slowing down, participating in the community, etc. On a lighter side, I invite 
you to listen to opera singer Daniel Emmet’s funny, yet beautiful rendition of  Nessun Dorma … alla corona 
“No Corona!” Click Here. Here is another thoughtful video: The Four Candles - Click here  

I have encouraged us to find different ways of praying and nourishing ourselves spiritually, of 
being and feeling connected, of participating in the life of the larger community, and also to be con-
nected to Pope Francis and to our shepherd Bishop Gary by joining him and Merlin !  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL52AuF4QzY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kedn9AYjICo


I would like to share with you what Sally McMillan wrote which reflects my own thought: 
“ I did see your note about live streaming in the bulletin, and thought it might be an idea to think about what we 
really want to ‘stream’ and how best to be companions on this journey through isolation.  I personally question 
the need for parish-specific Sunday masses. Today’s technology provides us with many ways to nourish parish 
community…. 
 I have watched the video of the Medjugorje choir singing Hosanna, which was linked to last Friday’s bulletin, at 
least 20 times, and will watch it again and again. It boggles my mind and fills my heart. Those kids are making 
music together in dozens of languages and from dozens of different countries. They can see and hear each 
other and feel one another's joy. They can feel their togetherness, and they draw us in. The presence of the 
Spirit is palpable.  This feels like sacrament to me.  
Though it allows us to be ‘present’ at the Eucharistic celebration, watching a priest celebrate the Eucharist in an 
empty church on a screen just seems tragic to me.  Perhaps this is appropriate in this time of crisis and isolation, 
but it just doesn’t feel like sacrament to me – mea culpa.  It doesn’t convey the presence of the community and it 
accentuates the distance between the priest and the people. 
The term ‘streaming’ conveys a one-way, one-sided communication.  Modern web-based media are designed 
for participation.  Perhaps we should think more in terms of a ‘virtual forum’, where people can participate 
actively and can see and feel one another’s presence.  For example, we could host a weekly ‘coffee fellowship’ 
where we could hear news from our parish, see and talk to one another, pray the prayers of the faithful, sing 
together or wave a sign of peace. We’d have to bring our own coffee, of course.  That is how families and friends 
are getting together these days. We have the technology. This is just one example… .” 

Shalom,    fr. Rolf, OP (church 250-656-7433 or cell: 250-652-1990) 

We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of 
the souls of: 
 Helena Grypma who died on April 6 
 Nell Chernichen who died on April 26 
 Fr. Mike  Hawkins, S.J. who died April 30 
The families of Helena and Nell have decided that the funerals will 
only take place after the Covid19 pandemic has ended. Once the 
parish is apprised of the details, you will be notified.   
MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon as he celebrates Mass through a live 
stream from the Cathedral.  Simply click on the following 
link:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream. Sundays 
at 10 am: Monday to Friday at 7 PM 
 
MERLIN’S MUSINGS 
Merlin, the Bishop’s dog would like to be a “golden receiver” for all of 
your questions about God, faith, and life.  They will answer your 
questions on Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the live streamed 
Mass. Click link here. Send in your questions in advance to 
merlin@rcdvictoria.org You are invited to participate! 
 
PRAY AS A FAMILY- DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Let us all pray for those who are struggling during this pandemic: the 
lonely and depressed, the unemployed and those who fear of losing 
their job; those who are first responders ; the many in the world who 
are worse off. In this month of Mary giving us the example,  let us 
ask her to inspire us., to encourage and strengthen us . 

DONATIONS 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations; 
this really helps us financially. Once we know what the 
overall financial situation is in the Diocese your finance cttee. 
will give a report. We have reopened our old mail slot on the 
North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 5 feet 
up on the wall. Please do NOT come to the Front Door of 
the Church to drop off envelopes. For anybody wishing to 
send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocese 
Development Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. 
Please include your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich 
Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be 
passed on to our parish. Also let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it too.  
 
COLLECTION 

Pre-Authorized Debits & E-Transfers  (April) …...$ 6,155 
April (including Easter)……………………….…$  9,287 
Monthly Target ................................................. …....$ 25,000 
 

VIRTUAL NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
All events will be live streamed on marchforlife.ca.  
See the full schedule here. 
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 

If you know of others who would like their email address 
added to our distribution list please call the office at  
250-656-7433 or email  spparish@shaw.ca   
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