
Dear members of our faith community;      May 17, 2020 
 Just as nature has sprung to new life in the glorious colors of the flowers, in the soft light green of 
the leaves on trees, in shrubs, in the chirping of the birds, so in the last six weeks in the Liturgy we have 
been celebrating Easter, the Resurrection to New Life. However, I am sure that being confined to home, 
not being able to physically connect with family members and friends and not even to visit them in hospital 
or in a senior’s residence; not being able to gather together with our regular social and faith communities, 
all of this radical change has not felt very much like a resurrection to new life. And in fact, when we look 
more closely to our liturgical readings of this time we find also a mixture of sadness and joy, anxiety and 
hope. Despite the anxiety it is hope and again hope which is our companion. The Gospel is from John 14 
where the evangelist has collected some of Jesus farewell words to his disciples, to all of us.  
 Yes, it is both Easter and Good Friday in the liturgy as well as in our daily lives. While most of 
us are enjoying good health, we know of the anxiety and pain suffered by the elderly not just in hospitals 
and nursing homes but also in the very places, the retirement residences, which were supposed to give 
them peace and serenity. We know of the first responders and their fears of contracting the virus; we 
know of all those who despite dangers continue to serve the common good; we know of the unemployed 
who wonder about the future. We know of prisoners, of migrant children, families, of refugees who are 
confined unable to enjoy freedom with little hope for the future; we know of millions of people in the world 
without any income. It is still Good Friday for them and “it’s just not going to be the same again!” 
 Jesus is about to undergo suffering and the cross; he has just washed their feet and shares a last 
meal with them; he wishes to leave them a testament, a legacy because he knows “it’s just not going to be 
the same!” He is aware that he is leaving behind anxious friends, his followers, and that they will be at a 
loss without him, sheep without a shepherd. Having journeyed with them for three years he knew that their 
vulnerabilities and their weaknesses would soon show up again. He is concerned for their well-being 
because he cares deeply. He won’t be there when they need encouragement, prodding, advice, 
comfort and consolation during challenging and difficult times.  And so Jesus tells them clearly, 
and us today, “yes, it’s just not going to be the same!” But help is on the way. Like a parent con-
cerned about the children’s future, Jesus who had been their first advocate promises the gift of “another 
advocate”. That gift of the Spirit would be given to them; but first they must “keep my commandments”. 
What commandments? Well, Jesus had just shown it to them by washing their feet. He tells them, do the 
same: be servants to one another without exception. Jesus had washed the feet of Judas who was also 
not excluded from the meal in which Jesus gave of himself as nourishment. No one was to be excluded. 
 Jesus knew that he was not alone in his suffering. So today, as we are asked to live with the 
suffering caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, as we are faced with the knowledge that “it’s just not 
going to be the same!”, we are also given the assurance that, if we will serve and wash each oth-
er’s feet without exception, another advocate is being gifted to us, hope will be our companion on 
our common journey no matter what happens.  
 We will celebrate that gift of the Spirit on the feast of Pentecost on May 31. Let us take the time to 
pray that we may once more receive and experience the gift of Christ’s Spirit in each one of us and 
in our communities, in our Church, in our world. Let us spread the contagion of hope and joy all 
around us. 
 Since the beginning of the Covid 19 pandemic in March when all the churches were closed I have 
assured you that you are present in my thoughts and prayers when I celebrate mass alone. I know also 
that your thoughts and prayers have been there for me and for our faith community. We are all very grate-
ful to you for that. I know also that people are praying for each other and are celebrating a spiritual com-
munion when they follow the Eucharist on TV or online via livestream.  
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  Thank you for doing so and celebrating Church together; thank you for showing that towards so many 
others in various ways. We want to thank Carla and Jim Fretwell, who are in Florida with their family since ear-
ly March, for continuing to connect with the children and families of the Religious Formation program.  I know 
that the Bish and Merlin appreciate the questions coming every Thursday.  
 Thank you to all who are continuing to connect by phone with those who are on our hospital and home 
visiting list, with those who may be alone, with other parishioners and neighbours. Even if they are not able to 
receive Holy Communion you share true nourishment and hope with them. Fatima Warner is an inspiration to 
all those in this important ministry. If you know of someone who is sick or lonely and who wishes to be connect-
ed, let us know at 250-656-7433. 
 In addition to praying for and with each other, let us find new ways to be in solidarity with one an-
other, to be in communion with one another and thus forming Church. Artists, musicians, teachers, adults 
and children, all kinds of people from many backgrounds and cultures are showing how they wish to connect to 
others. We are all being inspired and challenged by the videos that we have seen. In each of these messages I 
have tried to include links which might encourage us and which strengthens our hope and solidarity. Maybe we 
too can do the same. Share your stories of how you search for and find spiritual nourishment and hope in 
these difficult and challenging times. Do it by telephone calls, by zoom and virtual meetings etc. Some people 
do so by going on walks and stopping at various places and homes talking to others while observance social 
distancing. Take the initiative and find your way! We need to learn to live and worship differently. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
IMPORTANT— PLEASE READ WHAT FOLLOWS 
 Since March our Bishop Gary meets weekly via Zoom with the priests of the Diocese. Two weeks ago he 
set up a committee to look at what protocol might there have to be when we reopen the churches (Bishop 
hopes on feast of Pentecost, weekend of May 30/31) within the restrictions of BC Public Health. Directives 
will also need to meet the requirements of our Diocesan OPEC Insurance coverage. Again we need to 
live with the virus restrictions for months to come and we need to be patient and flexible as we move forward. I 
have discussed with a few parishioners from each weekend mass how we might apply those directives to our 
own situation here in Saanich Peninsula Parish.  
 However, it is clear that the following restrictions will be with us for some time to come:                                                              
 people who are vulnerable with underlying health issues should continue to stay home!             

Bishop Gary made it clear in March and this still applies: the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
does not apply during the pandemic which is continuing. 

 Masses and other liturgies are limited to a maximum of 50 persons; not everyone can come! 
 social distancing of six feet and strict cleaning will be required before, during and after Mass; in the 

parking lot, in church, in washrooms (when absolutely necessary: only one person at a time) 
 use a walker or a walking stick; there will be no chair in front of you to hold onto  
 singing exacerbates the spreading of the virus; there will be no singing by the congregation 
 music accompaniment will be limited 
 at communion time you will be asked to observe directives and follow with physical distancing 
 only the celebrant will distribute communion through a plexiglass opening 
 collection baskets will be located at the back of the church; they will not be passed during Mass. 
 leaving the church will be by row; please, wait till it is your turn 
 there will be no coffee/tea/juice/cookies fellowship 
 please, do not linger in the foyer when leaving 
 all this is for your protection as well a for the protection of every one else  
 



These general restrictions applicable throughout the Diocese result in the following for us here at 
Saanich Peninsula Parish: 
 since social distancing is not possible, there well be no Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption; if 

weather permits in July we may organize outdoor masses at Our Lady of the Assumption. 
 Fr. Rolf will celebrate 3 masses at St. Elizabeth: Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday at 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

(He will celebrate mass at the St. Jean Baptiste—French Parish in Victoria at 1pm) 
 An organized plan, including a limited number of chairs in groups has been put in place at St. 

Elizabeth to comply with physical distancing. Please bring your walking stick to ensure your balance.  
 In order to ensure the strict limit of 50 persons you will have to sign-up ahead of time by phone or  e-

mail for a particular mass and for a specific number of persons.  
 All existing lists for greeters, readers, and Eucharisitc ministers do not apply 
 No hymns or songs will be displayed on the overhead; only the regular dialogue of the mass will appear 

HOW TO SIGN-UP FOR MASS? 

Because all of this is new, we would like to begin by tentatively experimenting the following: 
 Please register for one of the three Masses the weekend of  Saturday May 30th at 5pm or Sunday May 

31st at either 8:30am or 10:30am Mass.  We will deal with any subsequent weekends later on.  
 From Tuesday May 19 on please call  250-656-7433 or email parish office at spparish@shaw.ca to let 

us know the Mass you wish to attend and how many will be in your group. Deadline is Friday May 29. 
 Remember…people who are vulnerable with underlying health issues should continue to stay home!  
 
Among the blessings we can all enjoy during this pandemic are the many uplifting images and songs/videos 
available on line. Please, enjoy this beautiful song/video: To Believe - Jackie Evancho  
I want to thank you for your understanding and your patience as we experience this different way of celebrating. 
Let us remember that we are blessed in so many ways.    Shalom, fr Rolf, OP (250-656-7433) 

 
MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon as he celebrates Mass through a live 
stream from the Cathedral.  Simply click on the following 
link:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream. Sundays 
at 10 am: Monday to Friday at 7 PM 
 
MERLIN’S MUSINGS 
Merlin, the Bishop’s dog would like to be a “golden receiver” for all of 
your questions about God, faith, and life.  They will answer your 
questions on Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the live streamed 
Mass. Click link here. Send in your questions in advance to 
merlin@rcdvictoria.org You are invited to participate! 
 
PRAY AS A FAMILY- DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Let us all pray for those who are struggling during this pandemic: the 
lonely and depressed, the unemployed and those who fear of losing 
their job; those who are first responders; the many care givers in our 
parish; the many in the world who are worse off. In this month of 
Mary giving us the example of faith and trust,  let us ask her to 
inspire us, to encourage and strengthen us. 
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 

If you know of others who would like their email address added to 
our distribution list please call the office at  
250-656-7433 or email  spparish@shaw.ca   

FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations; 
this helps us all financially. The Diocese has received the 
first payment (for March) under the Federal “emergency 
wage-subsidy” program for which we are very grateful. 
The Prime Minister announced on May 15 that this program 
will be extended to August for those eligible. Please, express 
gratitude to our Canadian Government because the Diocese 
has not had to lay off anyone, including in the RC schools.  
Once we know how all this is impacting our own situation 
your finance cttee. will give a report. We have reopened our 
old mail slot on the North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s 
(Exit side) about 5 feet up on the wall.  If you wish to send 
via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan 
Development Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. 
Please include your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich 
Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be 
passed on to our parish. Let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it too.  
 
COLLECTION 

Pre-Authorized Debits & E-Transfers  (April) …...$ 6,155 
April (including Easter)……………………….…$  9,287 
Monthly Target ................................................. …....$ 25,000 
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