
 Dear members of our faith community      Pentecost  2021 
 
Happy Birthday, people of God! 
Yes, this Sunday on the feast of Pentecost we celebrate our birthday as a Church because we began 
when the Spirit of Christ the Risen Lord enlightened and encouraged, fired up the minds and the hearts of 
the first disciples. Prior to that day they had been afraid to speak out, not sure of what to believe, not sure 
of the presence of God in themselves and among them. Prior to that day they had all kinds of ideas about 
what God’s kingdom would be like but they had not really understood the ancient Scriptures. They needed 
Jesus’ departure and the gift of his Spirit to fully comprehend his teachings, to fully realize the 
presence of God’s love written deep within their human hearts and in God’s creation, the love that 
they were called to share with others so that humankind would ablaze with justice and love on fire! 
 If the first disciples needed a special day we are not any different. In the midst of world conflicts and 
this long pandemic storm we need to hear the words of God in Jesus “not to be afraid”; we too need to be 
shaken out of our fears and complacency, out of our powerlessness in order to be once again set ablaze 
with the fire of love. That Spirit, that fire of love has spread for more than two thousand years to the far 
corners of the earth empowering individuals and communities to stand up for what was right, to defend 
the basic rights of peoples and individuals, to work towards a more just and sharing world.  At times we 
as a Church or as humanity have reduced the energy of that fire of love into a harmless fireside 
religion & spirituality. That is not the image left by the words in the Scriptures and by our history! 
 The Hebrew word for spirit is “ruah”, meaning “breath”; it occurs more than 300 times beginning 
with Genesis when God’s Spirit swept over the waters of chaos and darkness, when God forms the first 
human from the soil and breathes life into it and the human begins to breathe. That “ruah Yahve” is later 
seen as “Lady Wisdom” who is the source of a new vision and who will transform all those who receive it. 
This Sunday’s psalm 104 response is: “Lord, send forth your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 
 In the first reading of Acts 2:1-11 the gift of the Spirit is described as a rush of wind and as fiery 
tongues, manifestations of power and new life. The Spirit/wind blows where it will. It enables people from 
all kinds of backgrounds, from different cultures and languages to understand the universality of the Word 
preached, of the values of the Gospel proclaimed. In the Gospel of John 20:19-23 the gift of the Spirit is 
Jesus gently breathing on the disciples “peace be with you.”  
 The activities of the Spirit entrusted to the Church, to all of us as pilgrims on the way, is at times like 
a gentle breath of forgiveness and reconciliation, like the loving embrace and touch of the suffering, the 
dying and the sorrowful, like the compassionate and comforting healing work of first responders during the 
pandemic. At other times it is like a constant wind for the long haul that blows change, bringing people 
together to a common understanding, to reach out with compassion to the poor and the least in our world 
and to migrants and to those fleeing oppression, to work for true justice and peace, for an equitable 
sharing of the world’s resources, for the restoration and respect of indigenous cultures and of the natural 
environment for generations to come. The Spirit’s presence is obvious in the wind-driven lives of 
Christians and others who have been enlightened by the light of the Spirit to see what needs to be 
done and are on fire to do it. Let us be among them. And remember, “spirit” rarely comes alone. 
Spirit comes as a gift when you are pulling together with someone else and moving forward. 
 Veni, Sancte Spiritus is a beautiful hymn at Pentecost. I invite us to pray with this paraphrasing: 
"Holy Spirit, send us a spark of the love you are. 



Holy Life Giver, Father of Agape, send us a spark of the love you are. 
God of Christ’s poor ones, don’t hesitate to come closer to us and hear what we have to say. 
You are the best comfort we have when things go wrong. 
Your visits to us are a delight. From you we get our strength to pick up and go on. 
When we are working the thought of you relaxes us and breaks the tension. 
You give us more relief than a cold glass of water on a hot day. 
And you know how to make us smile when things go wrong. 
You who are so bright you make the sun seem feeble. 
Light… floods our souls even in the hard-to-reach corners. 
Without you though, bursting godliness, we are not worth too much by ourselves. 
Lord, get rid of our sin-strains. 
Irrigate our souls and make them spring to life. 
Heal up the wounds we have been too busy nursing. 
Light a bonfire in our heart. 
Turn our feet so that we head in the right direction. 
Give us every gift we need to love you so that someday we jump for joy before your very eyes. 
The Spirit of the Lord fills the whole world. It holds all things and us together.” 
 
A Message from Bishop Gary on the occasion of Pentecost (click on link below):  
https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Bishops%20Pentecost%20message%202021.pdf 

 
MUSICAL MEDITATION 
As we look forward to the end of the pandemic restrictions, I invite you to listen to Teo Gertler (12yrs old) 
as he plays Tchaikovsky’s violin and piano “meditation in memory of a beloved place” in commemoration 

of the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the end of the second world war in Europe. Click Here 

 
  We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 Art Lamothe, who died on May 9, 2021.  
 
BREAKING NEWS from DEVELOPMENT and PEACE: 
Because of the pandemic D&P has sent $50,000 to Caritas India to help the poor there to cope. 
Thanks to a group of generous religious communities to May 23, 2021, new monthly donors will see 
their contributions matched for a year, dollar-for-dollar. 225 new monthly donors have joined and 
154 have increased their monthly donations. You have until May 23 to join this matching project ! To 

donate directly to the Share Lent 2021 campaign click Click Here 

Call toll free: 1-888-234-8533. Your monthly contribution ensures our partners can support marginalized 
communities in their search for justice and adapt to new challenges like COVID-19. www.devp.org 
 
UPDATE FROM TIMOR LESTE (formerly East Timor) 
We received an email from Sister Evangelina, OP with accompanying photos. The flash flood that hit 
their country killed 41 people and its destruction left a wake of littered debris and driftwood on Dili’s 
shores. They are once again in lockdown and have now decided “to embark on new life skills with the 
youth and children in the orphanage who cannot invite other youth in from the outside. The skills training 

https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Bishops%20Pentecost%20message%202021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WM-mz0ECj7k
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is titled “Transforming the Trash into Craft and Arts” The Sisters and the young people salvaged many of 
the logs by taking them out of the sea and transforming them into art! They are turning the driftwood into 
crafts by cutting them into shapes and painting them. These activities keep them connected while 
learning new skills and at the same time teach them about the importance of cleaning up our 
environment and transforming it into something sustainable and beautiful.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BC PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS 
BC Public Health orders have not changed: all masses continue to be suspended until further 
notice in all churches in BC.  
You are invited to join on-line celebrations: Diocese of Victoria's Live Stream 
Please remain connected and reach out to others by phone, email etc., and keep everyone and the world 
present in your prayers. May God bless you; may God’s face shine upon you and give you peace.  
 You are required to wear a mask when entering the St. Elizabeth Church in Sidney which is open for 
individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with limitations (10 
persons only) and observance of strict protocols. Outside funerals are allowed with 50 attending. 

 If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRinXZ2d6GBMpnDM7boV1CA


Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live 
stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog  
 
 DONATIONS:   If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try 
and consolidate your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting your 
contributions into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help!  

 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
K of C STATE BURSARY 2021  
Hello All Grads and Post Secondary Students, once more the Knights of Columbus are offering multiple 
student Bursaries of $1000 to those in a registered  Post-Secondary institute in BC for the fall.   
An application package needs to be requested by you, completed and sent to Kof C before June 30.  There 
are some basic steps to doing this as outlined in the package.   
Email Roy Battilana at:  battilana@telus.net for the link and a copy of the PDF package 
 
OTHER BURSARIES AND AWARDS THROUGH THE DIOCESE  

View the Diocesan website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org under Programs.  Deadline for submissions July 15.  
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY VIA ZOOM: 
The CWL invites you to join their weekly Rosary on Wednesdays at 9:30am; hosted via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574603894?pwd=SXFlWUtScm82Vm93L09FaTdTZFQ3dz0
9 Meeting ID: 845 7460 3894 Passcode: CWL;  
 
  
JOIN POPE FRANCIS AND THE WHOLE CHURCH IN PRAYER FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC 
May is a month dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics across 
the globe to mark the month with a “marathon” of prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. Each 
day in May at 9:00 am Pacific Time, Vatican News will broadcast a recitation of the Rosary from 
various Marian Shrines around the world. Can be viewed online at: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html. 
You can access a short liturgical guide which includes an outline of the prayer service that will be used and 
a list of the shrines and special intentions which will be featured each day. Canada’s national Marian shrine, 
Notre Dame du Cap, is scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. For the liturgical guide: 
http://www.pcpne.va/content/dam/pcpne/pdf/Eventi/rosario2021/Sussidio%20Rosario%202021%20Inglese.
pdf     Full press release: http://www.pcpne.va/content/pcpne/en/news/2021-04-23.html 
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Bishop Gary hopes that Catholics in the Diocese of Victoria will participate. “This is a very worthy 
initiative,” he says, “an amazing learning and praying experience at the beginning of the day to 
create an awareness of our global interconnectedness as brothers and sisters.” 
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To you do we cry! 
 

 
THANK YOU! 
To all of you who continue to generously support our Parish financially. 
To all of you who continue to keep connected to each other, especially to those who are alone or isolated, 
in many ways: in thought and prayer, by telephone, with outdoor visits, by e-mail and Facebook, etc.  
To all of you for your prayers and well wishes, your gifts, sweets and meals on the occasion of my 81st 
birthday; I am truly blessed to be a member of this faith community, Fr Rolf ! 
 
THANK YOU! 
To Gary and Lucy Clark for continually looking after the flower/shrub beds at St. Elizabeth; just beautiful! 
To Larry and Julie Kirzinger for cutting the grass and cleaning the leaves at OLA and the rectory. 
To Peter and Liz Kuhr for continually looking after the cemetery and for updating the important records. 
To Freddie Brand and to Melanie Ehrlich for the long and arduous work which is necessary to implement                 
the new ParishSoft accounting system which is now required in all parishes of the Diocese of Victoria. 
 
To Francois Vinay who painted the new library area and installed the shelves. To Theresa Scrivens and 
Cathy Kelsey for cataloguing the books and looking after the library. 
 
To Ray & Melanie Ehrlich who volunteered  their time last month to paint the inside walls of the foyer and 
of the corridor leading to the various rooms at St. Elizabeth’s! 

 
 
 
   
We all look forward to when we are open again for all to see and to enjoy! 
 


