
Dear members of our faith community:     May 24, 2020 
 Well it seems that we are slowly beginning to see the end of the tunnel which the Covid 19 pandemic has been 
these last few months. But we must still wait ! Usually waiting is not what we do well. Hopefully what we endured these 
last two months may have changed us a little; maybe we are more willing to be patient and to wait. The temptation is that 
we would just go back to normal. But as many people have been saying and as I mentioned last week: “it’s just not going 
to be the same!” 
 I think we can say that even the majority of people are sensing that “it’s just not going to be the same.” Like all crisis 
in our life this pandemic (which is not over yet!) is also so much of an opportunity (the Greek word crisis means opportunity) 
and a challenge to reshape our world.  And no doubt, there will be people who will see an economic or political opportunity, 
an opportunity for a renewed nationalism, for a greater use of our own agricultural resources, possibilities, for the preserva-
tion of the environment, etc. What is especially needed is to ask ourselves what will the underlying values be, how 
will the changes affect the poor and the vulnerable in our country and elsewhere in the world? Will these changes 
bring about a more equitable sharing of the world’s resources; will they bring about more justice, reconciliation and peace? 
The Good News of Jesus is there to bring us out of our comfort zone in order to ask the right questions and to look 
at the needs of everyone, at what is the common good.  
 In the Liturgy of this Ascension Sunday we have a reading from the very beginning of the Book of Acts (Acts 1:1-11), 
which is really the Second Book of the Gospel according to Luke. Jesus is leaving and he tells his disciples “to wait in Jeru-
salem for the promise of the Father.” Well, the first disciples of Jesus were not very good at being patient and waiting. They 
wanted to get on with life which they thought would be that Jesus would restore the Davidic Kingdom and they would have 
a special place in the governance of it which would bring them more money and power. Are we any different? 
 Waiting, being patient, is not what we like either. Waiting in line at the grocery store or in the bank, in slow traffic; 
waiting to be able to visit a loved one during this pandemic; waiting for governments to bring economic relief; all this waiting! 
Why is waiting so frustrating? Because it reminds us of a stark, and at times, painful reality in life: that I do not control 
everything in my life; that someone else or some other power is in charge, not us. Being out of control and subject 
to other forces reminds us of our finiteness and of our vulnerability. Well, we sure have experienced that during this 
pandemic and we are forced to be quite a bit more patient because as Jesus says to the disciples and each one of us: “it is 
not for you to know the times and the periods that the Father has set by his own authority (Acts 1:7).”  
 Jesus is saying this to his disciples in another context, but it is also addressed to us today. We too need to wait and 
rely on the gift of the Spirit, on the gift of Christ’s Spirit. We need the Spirit to help us patiently discern what is im-
portant in our life. The pandemic is in that sense a real blessing, the presence of the Spirit in the life of the world! It 
is asking us and hopefully helping us to slow down, to see that we do not need to constantly live in an accelerated world; 
that, despite the pain and suffering there are many more blessings in our life for which can be thankful. And all that brings 
us peace, renews our hope, brings us happiness and a willingness to share that happiness, that peace, that hope, with oth-
ers who need it both here in our own community but also elsewhere. 
 As we enter the week before Pentecost and the moment when we can again come together to be nourished 
by each other’s faith, to be nourished by God’s Word and Christ’s body, let us pray for the gift of that Spirit, for a 
renewed sense of God present in our world. Let us pray that even if the storm of the pandemic has hurt us that our trust 
and faith in God may be renewed and strengthened. Let us pray for the gift of the Spirit which will sustain us when the 
going gets rough.  Let us pray for the grace and wisdom needed to face whatever storm or storms we will still face. 
We pray for that gift, for that strength, not only for ourselves but also for all those who are in leadership, all those 
who are caring for others, those who through their service are helping us in many ways to live our daily lives. One 
of the best ways to thank all these first responders is to pray that they may be strengthened by the God-given vir-
tues of faith, hope and love which are needed in our daily life and even more so when we are dealing with whatever 
human or natural crisis confronts us. 
 Major crisis have always been part of the world. How humanity deals with them is important not only for their own 
generation but also for generations to come. As Christians we live our Christian lives on the example of the first disciples of 
Jesus. For the sake of generations to come we need to learn from this pandemic how to rethink and change our 
lives. We need to help our children and grandchildren to do so with faith, hope and love.  I know that they are help-
ing us to do the same. 
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IMPORTANT— PLEASE READ WHAT FOLLOWS (review next page) 
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 IMPORTANT— PLEASE READ   (Refer also to the attached Bishop’s Letter and General Directives) 
Bishop Gary Gordon has given permission to all parishes in the Diocese of Victoria to gradually re-open the churches for the 
Sunday Eucharist Celebrations. In our Parish St. Elizabeth will re-open this coming Pentecost weekend of May30 (Mass 
at 5:00 pm), Sunday May/31 (Mass at 8:30 am and at 10:30 am);  
Our Lady of the Assumption church will remain closed because social distancing cannot be observed there.  
The following directives must be observed including BC Public Health conditions:  
   People who are vulnerable with underlying health issues should continue to stay home!  
 The obligation to attend Sunday Mass does not apply during the pandemic which is continuing.  
  Masses and other liturgies are limited to a maximum of 50 persons; not everyone can come!  
 “Parishioners must sign up to attend once a week a specific Mass at a specific time on a regular basis. They may 

not attend a Mass at another time; they cannot sign up for more than one mass.  Please call 250-656-7433 or email 
parish office at spparish@shaw.ca to let us know the Mass you wish to attend and how many will be in your group. 
Deadline is Friday May 29.  

 A database record of the contact information is required and a detailed list of those who attend each Mass must be 
retained. In the case of an individual who tests positive for Covid-19, the parish will be able to assist public health 
officials with tracing by contacting everyone who may have been exposed.” On entering, your presence with name 
and contact info will be noted.  According to your group, please take a seat in the preset grouping of chairs.  

 Social distancing of 6 feet in the church & parking lot at all times 
 “All those attending Mass do so at their own risk and must take responsibility for protecting themselves and  
 others.” Individuals are encouraged to wear a mask. 
 Washrooms will be closed except for emergencies 
 “People are not to gather in the vestibule or near the doors of the church before or after Mass.” 
 Use a walker or a walking stick; there will be no chair in front of you to hold onto  
 There will be no singing by the congregation  
 Only the celebrant will distribute communion from behind a plexiglass divider through an opening  
 Collection baskets will be located at the back of the church; they will not be passed during Mass.  
 Leaving the church will be by row; please, wait till it is your turn. Please, do not linger in the foyer when leaving 
 All this is for your protection as well as for the protection of others 
Among the blessings we can all enjoy are many uplifting images, songs and videos such as these sent to us by Carla Fretwell 
and Bernadette Harding: The Blessing-Canada and This is my Commandment - that you Love one Another  
I want to thank you for your understanding and your patience as we experience this different way of celebrating.  
Let us remember that we are blessed in so many ways. Shalom,    fr. Rolf, OP (church 250-656-7433 or cell: 250-652-1990) 

We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of 
the soul of Alice Louisa Rozario who died on May 18 
 
MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
Bishop Gary Gordon celebrates mass, Sundays at 10 am: Monday 
to Friday at 7 PM through live stream from the Cathedral.  Simply 
click on:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
Also, Merlin, will answer your questions on God faith and life on 
Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the live streamed Mass. Click link 

here. Send in your questions in advance to merlin@rcdvictoria.org  
 
PRAY AS A FAMILY- DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Let us all pray for those who are struggling during this pandemic: the 
lonely and depressed, the unemployed and those who fear of losing 
their job; those who are first responders; the many care givers in our 
parish; the many in the world who are worse off. In this month of 
Mary giving us the example of faith and trust,  let us ask her to 
inspire us, to encourage and strengthen us. 
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 
Send us their email address to spparish@shaw.ca 

FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations; 
this helps us all financially. The Diocese has received 
the first payment (for March) under the Federal 
“emergency wage-subsidy” program for which we are 
very grateful. The Prime Minister announced on May 15 
that this program will be extended to August for those 
eligible. Please, express gratitude to our Canadian 
Government because the Diocese has not had to lay off 
anyone, including in the RC schools.  Once we know how 
all this is impacting our own situation your finance cttee. 
will give a report. We have reopened our old mail slot on 
the North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 
5 feet up on the wall.  If you wish to send via E-Transfer, 
you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your 
Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” 
in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our 
parish. Let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it.  
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