
 Dear members of our faith community      May 30, 2021 
 

Jesus tried to tell the world and us that our God is a God of love. I John 4: 16: “God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God and God abides in them.” In 2015 Pope Francis wrote to us and 
the world his beautiful exhortation “Amoris Laetitia – The Joy of Love – on love in the family.” Francis 
ends it with: “May we never lose heart because of our limitations, or ever stop seeking that fullness of love 
and communion which God holds out before us.” We all know and love the passage in the first letter of Paul 
to the Christians in Corinthe and also written to us (I Cor. 12:31 – 13: 1-13) where Paul encourages us to 
“strive (in Greek: agonizeste; our word agonize) for the greater gifts” and then says how “without love, I 
am nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious …love never ends.”  

Inevitably this reading of I Corinthians is chosen by most couples at their wedding because of that 
description of love and of mutual love. I always try to point out that true love is not just love between the 
two; that one of the paradoxes in marriage is that for mutual love to be truly authentic it must reach out to 
and include others, otherwise it stagnates even dies. The love between the two will only deepen and grow 
when it includes others: families, children, friends and especially the poor and forgotten ones of the world. 
After all to be truly Christian, Christ-like, we are called to “love one another as I have loved you (John 15).” 

On this feast day of the Trinity we celebrate that communion of self-transcending and absolute love 
which is in God self. In other words God’s love needs to go beyond self in communion. Throughout our 
history spiritual writers and theologians have tried to explain and describe the Trinity, that mystery (and it is 
still a mystery) of three persons in one God, of God in three, of God being a communion, a community. In 
human terms we need to remember that it is about relationship, a relationship of love overflowing. And we 
know from our own human experience that love and human relationship is not simple but complex. 

Timothy Radcliffe, the former Master of the Dominicans, in one of his homilies used a medieval 
philosopher and theologian, Richard of St. Victor (1110-1173), to say that the Trinity “can be summed up 
as mutual friendship between three. Absolute friendship! In essence, he (Richard of St. Victor in his treatise 
on the Trinity) said, for God to be good, God can be one. For God to be loving, God has to be two, because 
love is always a relationship of giving and receiving. For God to be joy-filled and happy, God has to be 
three. Delight comes, he says, from two together enjoying and rejoicing in the same thing at the 
same time. It is like new parents loving their new child that they cannot stop admiring. The love then flows 
in an eternal circle instead of back and forth between two. Each of the three takes their part in 
revving the engine of desire and delight.” 

“His theology places friendship right at the heart of God! Denis Edwards, another theologian I 
appreciate, describes the theology of Richard of St. Victor in this way: Richard [of St. Victor] sees the self-
transcending love of friendship as the high point of human life and argues that such friendship must be 
found in God. . . . Real friendship is love which goes from the self to the other. . . . Richard’s insight into 
friendship leads him to suggest that real love does not remain with the two but wants to share love with 
another. For full love we look for one who can share our love for the beloved. Richard sees the friendship in 
the Trinity as ecstatically breaking out beyond the two to include a third. . . . There is no sense in which this 
common [third] friend is loved any less than the other two. In the love of the divine Persons, Richard sees 
supreme love flowing equally in all directions.”  

Let us pray on this feast day to thank our God for being willing to share God’s love with the whole of 
Creation and in a special way God’s love in Jesus with humanity, with all of us; and for gifting us with the 
Holy Spirit to continue Christ’s mission in our world. 



Let us pray that we who are truly human, created in God’s image, when we are in relationship and 
communion with one another, that we will live out that relationship and communion in all we do and live.   

 
BC PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS: Please, remain patient. 
Dr. Henry announced a plan on Tuesday May 25 for a gradual reopening in four steps and further 
revised her order on May 27 which would allow for up to 50 people for indoor religious services.  
This word came in very late and therefore we will not be planning any services for this weekend. 
However we will be taking registrations for the following weekend – June 5 & 6 in order to ensure 
thoughtful and necessary safety protocols are in place.  This includes pre-registration for a mass 
service. If you were on a mass list last year, you will need to re-register.  
Please remember, people who are vulnerable with underlying health issues should continue to stay 
home! The obligation to attend Sunday Mass does not apply during the pandemic which still 
continues.  

Mass Registration & Guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursday at noon if you wish to attend an 
available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the office, 
we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 Do not substitute your spot for someone else to attend. We need you to keep your spot 
for contact tracing. 

 No church hopping. If you are a member of Saanich Peninsula Parish, you should be 
staying here. The other churches in the Diocese are doing their part, like us to keep 
availability to their members. 

 Washrooms will remain closed, except for emergencies. 

 Please, follow the social/physical distancing and other regulations including before 
and after mass. Please do not mingle in the parking lot, foyer and church. These 
regulations are for the protection and safety of other people in the community as well 
as for your own. And remember, other people feel safer when you observe them. 

 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
 
Summary: 
There are now 4 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

 Saturday 3:30 pm Mass (This is a children’s family mass) 

  Saturday 5:00 pm Mass  

  Sunday 9:00 am Mass 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass  

  Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
As a reminder, we are still unable to gather at Our Lady of the Assumption and there are no 
weekday masses at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 
Aside from sacramental and other “essential” ministries, all “in person” 
meetings/gatherings of various groups and organizations remain suspended. 
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You are still invited to join on-line celebrations: Diocese of Victoria's Live Stream 
Please remain connected and reach out to others by phone, email etc., and keep everyone and the world 
present in your prayers. May God bless you; may God’s face shine upon you and give you peace.  
 You are required to wear a mask when entering the St. Elizabeth Church in Sidney which is open for 
individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with limitations (10 
persons only) and observance of strict protocols. Outside funerals are allowed with 50 attending. 

 If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  
 

Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live 
stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog  
 
BEWARE OF SCAM EMAILS 
Please note that fraudulent email and text scams continue to circulate globally, masking the true identity of 
the scammer.  Several versions of the correspondence have appeared alleging that the Bishop and/or Pastor 
needs assistance/funds and therefore require contact and banking information and/or direct purchase of 
“credit/play/google cards or ebay vouchers”.  
These scams serve as a sad reminder that individuals, churches and charities are often the victims of 
fraud.  The Bishop, clergy and/or staff members do not directly solicit funds. All donations for legitimate 
parish and diocesan activities are made through traditional verifiable methods (parish, Diocese, and/or 
charitable organization), NOT individuals. Please do not share personal banking information with anyone or 
any organization without verifying the authenticity, appropriateness and validity of the request, or call the 
Diocesan Finance Office at 250-479-1331. If you have been the victim of a financial scam, you are 
encouraged to make a report to the police.  Please click on the Memo circulated last November from the 
Chief Financial Officer regarding Fraud.  
 
DONATIONS:   If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try    
and consolidate your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting your 
contributions into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help!  

 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRinXZ2d6GBMpnDM7boV1CA
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog
https://f.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Fraud%20memo%202020.pdf
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K of C STATE BURSARY 2021  
Hello All Grads and Post Secondary Students, once more the Knights of Columbus are offering multiple 
student Bursaries of $1000 to those in a registered  Post-Secondary institute in BC for the fall.   
An application package needs to be requested by you, completed and sent to Kof C before June 30.  There 
are some basic steps to doing this as outlined in the package.   
Email Roy Battilana at:  battilana@telus.net for the link and a copy of the PDF package 
 
OTHER BURSARIES AND AWARDS THROUGH THE DIOCESE  

View the Diocesan website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org under Programs.  Deadline for submissions July 15.  
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY VIA ZOOM: 
The CWL invites you to join their weekly Rosary on Wednesdays at 9:30am; hosted via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574603894?pwd=SXFlWUtScm82Vm93L09FaTdTZFQ3dz0
9 Meeting ID: 845 7460 3894 Passcode: CWL;  
 
  
JOIN POPE FRANCIS AND THE WHOLE CHURCH IN PRAYER FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC 
May is a month dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics across 
the globe to mark the month with a “marathon” of prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. Each 
day in May at 9:00 am Pacific Time, Vatican News will broadcast a recitation of the Rosary from 
various Marian Shrines around the world. Can be viewed online at: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html. 
You can access a short liturgical guide which includes an outline of the prayer service that will be used and 
a list of the shrines and special intentions which will be featured each day. Canada’s national Marian shrine, 
Notre Dame du Cap, is scheduled for Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. For the liturgical guide: 
http://www.pcpne.va/content/dam/pcpne/pdf/Eventi/rosario2021/Sussidio%20Rosario%202021%20Inglese.
pdf     Full press release: http://www.pcpne.va/content/pcpne/en/news/2021-04-23.html 
Bishop Gary hopes that Catholics in the Diocese of Victoria will participate. “This is a very worthy 
initiative,” he says, “an amazing learning and praying experience at the beginning of the day to 
create an awareness of our global interconnectedness as brothers and sisters.” 
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To you do we cry! 
 

 
THANK YOU! 
To all of you who continue to generously support our Parish financially. 
To all of you who continue to keep connected to each other, especially to those who are alone or isolated, 
in many ways: in thought and prayer, by telephone, with outdoor visits, by e-mail and Facebook, etc.  
To all of you for your prayers and well wishes, your gifts, sweets and meals on the occasion of my 81st 
birthday; I am truly blessed to be a member of this faith community, Fr Rolf ! 
 
THANK YOU! 
To Gary and Lucy Clark for continually looking after the flower/shrub beds at St. Elizabeth; just beautiful! 
To Larry and Julie Kirzinger for cutting the grass and cleaning the leaves at OLA and the rectory. 
To Peter and Liz Kuhr for continually looking after the cemetery and for updating the important records. 
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To Freddie Brand and to Melanie Ehrlich for the long and arduous work which is necessary to implement                 
the new ParishSoft accounting system which is now required in all parishes of the Diocese of Victoria. 
 
To Francois Vinay who painted the new library area and installed the shelves. To Theresa Scrivens and 
Cathy Kelsey for cataloguing the books and looking after the library. 
 
To Ray & Melanie Ehrlich who volunteered  their time last month to paint the inside walls of the foyer and 
of the corridor leading to the various rooms at St. Elizabeth’s! 

 
 
 
   
We all look forward to when we are open again for all to see and to enjoy! 
 


