
Dear member of our faith community;       May 31, 2020 
 For the past two weeks I indicated in my e-mail conversation with you that our RC churches in the  
Diocese of Victoria would re-open on May 30 and May 31. Yes, and that is this weekend when we will  
celebrate our birthday as a Church on the feast of Pentecost when we began as a faith community. 
So, Happy Birthday, sisters and brothers! Unfortunately, we will not have a birthday cake to share and 
our gathering will be rather subdued with no singing, dancing and social fellowship but I wish to assure you 
that all of you are part of the celebration! 
 Later this weekend I will send you another e-mail with a more spiritual message. This e-mail is for 
the purpose of making sure that you understand what type of re-opening will happen at St. Eliza-
beth’s only tomorrow Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 8:30 am and at 10:30 am. There will be no 
re-opening of Our Lady of the Assumption church in Central Saanich.. Please, plan for and adapt to a 
new normal which most likely will be with us for some time. We must follow directives of BC Public 
Health, WorkSafe BC, Insurance and the Diocese which may seem restrictive but which are all for the 
health and safety benefit of you and others: 
 You MUST stay home if you are in any way sick or are not feeling well; it is an act of supreme chari-
ty to do so for the sake of others. You are encouraged to stay home when you have underlying or 
comprised medical conditions which make you vulnerable. I wish to thank those who initially signed in 
but subsequently decided to wait for a while; waiting is wise.. Remember that at the moment there is no 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Please, re-read the Diocesan General Directives a copy of which was 
attached to my message sent to you last week. 
 You must maintain physical distancing of two meters/six feet from others outside your family; 
this begins in the parking lot and then continues at all times in the church.  
 There is a strict limit of 50 persons for each mass. You must sign up in advance for a specific 
mass at a specific time. We must know the name of each person attending and their contact num-
ber. At each Mass we will have a list of the people planning to attend; there will be someone in the foyer 
who will note your attendance. Please, make sure that your presence is registered. Why? Public 
Health Directives require us to keep a database record so that if someone attending mass later (a 
day or week later) tests positive for COVID -19 the parish will be able to assist Public Health in the 
essential and very important task of tracing and contacting everyone who may have been exposed 
at that particular celebration. 
All this requires your patience as well as a certain humility; all for the better! 
You are encouraged to bring a mask and your personal hand sanitizer 
 After your presence has been registered, please enter immediately the church and go to be seat-
ed in an area where there is a sufficient number of chairs for your household, one, two or more. 
Please, do not move chairs. Please, do not go to any other room in the church. Please, try not to touch 
doors, tables, etc.; after each mass everything touched will need to be cleaned. 
Washrooms will remain closed except for emergencies when the washroom reserved for the handi-
capped can be used.   
The air exchange system in the building is shut off to avoid the spreading of germs. All doors, including 
outside doors if weather permits, will be left open for fresh air to circulate.  
In order for you not to stay too long in the building, masses will be kept short. There will be no singing be-
cause singing tends to increase the possibility of the spread of Covid-19. 
You are asked to follow the directives for communion always maintaining social distancing. Please take 
your time. In front of the communion table, please, extend your flattened hand through the opening 
of the pelxiglass screen trying not to touch the screen or table. 
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 At the end of the mass you are asked to wait for your row to exit. Collection baskets will be close to the exit 
doors. Please, do not gather in the church or in the parking lot to socialize. We need to be patient; hopefully 
later in the summer we will try and have a big party! 
  
This weekend is in many ways a new experience. It is the basis on which Sunday Masses will be celebrated 
for the weekends to come, even if some minor adjustments need to be made. Little by little in the weeks to 
come we will establish for each mass time the precise group of people attending. Please, as indicated by the 
Bishop, once a “community Mass group is determined for a specific day and time you may not attend a 
Mass at another time; nor should you sign up for more than one Mass.” This is to facilitate any tracing 
which might become necessary in days or weeks to come.  
I wish to thank you for your understanding and patience. I wish to thank those who have decided to 
wait for a while because the time has not come for them to return. You are very much present in our 
thoughts and prayers. Let us keep all the members of our community in thought and prayer, especially 
the vulnerable and those who are first responders and those who make our daily life so much easier.  
Let’s remember and be thankful because we are so blessed. 
 
In your name I offered condolences to the families of the following persons who have died. At the request of 
the families only the very immediate family members were present at the May 26 funeral mass of Alice 
Rozario who died on May 18, at the burial of Helena Grypma on May 27 and at the burial on May 29 of  
Norma Llewellyn who died on May 25. Please, pray for them. 
 
   Shalom, fr Rolf, OP (church: 250-656-7433; cell: 250-652-1990) 

 
MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
Bishop Gary Gordon celebrates mass, Sundays at 10 am: Monday 
to Friday at 7 PM through live stream from the Cathedral.  Simply 
click on:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
Also, Merlin, will answer your questions on God faith and life on 
Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the live streamed Mass. Click link 

here. Send in your questions in advance to merlin@rcdvictoria.org  
 
PRAY AS A FAMILY- DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Let us all pray for those who are struggling during this pandemic: the 
lonely and depressed, the unemployed and those who fear of losing 
their job; those who are first responders; the many care givers in our 
parish; the many in the world who are worse off. In this month of 
Mary giving us the example of faith and trust,  let us ask her to 
inspire us, to encourage and strengthen us. 
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 

Send us their email address to spparish@shaw.ca 

FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations; 
this helps us all financially. The Diocese has received 
the first payment (for March) under the Federal 
“emergency wage-subsidy” program for which we are 
very grateful. The Prime Minister announced on May 15 
that this program will be extended to August for those 
eligible. Please, express gratitude to our Canadian 
Government because the Diocese has not had to lay off 
anyone, including in the RC schools.  Once we know how 
all this is impacting our own situation your finance cttee. 
will give a report. We have reopened our old mail slot on 
the North Side of St. Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 
5 feet up on the wall.  If you wish to send via E-Transfer, 
you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your 
Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” 
in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our 
parish. Let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it.  
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