
 In the liturgy last Sunday April 26 we had that beautiful Gospel of Luke 24: 13-35 which relates 
how, just after the death of Jesus on the Cross, the disciples of Jesus had trouble in coping with the loss 
of their master and friend Jesus. Luke tells us about two disciples going to Emmaus, a little village outside 
of Jerusalem, and how they were saddened and at a loss, unable to come to terms with and to under-
stand what was happening in their world. We can imagine that they may have been confused and without 
hope wondering what the future would be like, what the “new normal” would be without Jesus as a com-
panion and guide. They were probably a bit like the sheep without a shepherd of this Sunday’s Gospel of 
John 10:1-10 scared stiff of what might happen to them if attacked, because the gate protecting them, 
their shepherd was not there..  

Isn’t that what our situation is these days of the Covid-19 pandemic? People feel alone, at a 
loss, confused and disappointed, impatient; what is really happening and why; where are we go-
ing; what will be the future; where is God in all this? 

In the Emmaus story we are shown again that Christ does not abandon us, that he is a companion 
on the journey. He is the personification of what the Scriptures tell us over and over again that we believe 
in a God who does not abandon us, a God who is faithful to the covenant God has established with crea-
tion and humanity since the beginning of time. And even if at times the Scriptures relate to us that God’s 
presence was in the extraordinary, most of the time, 99 % of the time that comforting, assuring, and yes, 
also challenging presence, is in the ordinary daily routine of humanity’s existence. In the Emmaus story 
we have the resurrected Jesus joining the dejected disciples on the road, sharing their story and con-
cerns, joining them at table sharing a simple meal, being present in the moments of silence which proba-
bly were there also. Breaking open the familiar Scriptures with them, reminding them of the basic ele-
ments of their ancestral faith, he becomes the healer and the source of light and nourishment for them, 
renewing their hope, encouraging and energizing them for the journey ahead. 

As we continue our journey today we, like the Emmaus disciples, are inviting Christ to join us into 
our life conversations. At the moment this may be when we feel confused, dejected because of the isola-
tion during the Covid 19 pandemic, even defeated and inadequate because of the loss of a loved one or 
because of broken relationships or because of a spirit burdened by guilt, sickness, addiction, exclusion, 
etc. Yes, we need to invite God to join us then, as well as when we are full of life and joy and happiness 
and peace; yes, we all have them. We need to invite God to all our life’s conversations and happenings, 
yes, to our personal but also to our communal life’s conversations and happenings. Why? Because deep 
within we know that God is at the source of our life and of our hope. And again, like the Emmaus disci-
ples, we too need to grow in our understanding of the Scriptures, in our way of seeing life, in our 
way of seeing and understanding whatever happens to us in this our world. And while at times 
that journey is a journey with temporary pain, we can trust that it is also filled with joy and hope. 
And so, at the end of the day, we, again like the Emmaus disciples, we invite Jesus, “Stay with 
us!”   The Resurrection of Jesus wants to tell us that God wishes to continue the special relationship God 
has with each and every person and with the whole of humanity and creation; and this, not just beyond 
our earthly life but in our every-day life. Remembering Jesus’ call to Lazarus to come out of the tomb, to 
be unbound, Christ helps us to resurrect right now, giving us right now new life.  

Every moment that we live is a moment of resurrection; resurrection is every moment that 
we learn to live as a human being. Resurrection is when we learn how to love the way God does; 
resurrection occurs when we learn to listen to the Spirit within us, resurrection takes place when 
we learn to relate to others in a positive way, when we learn to strive for justice and reconciliation. 
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We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of 
the souls of: 
 Helena Grypma who died on April 6 
 Nell Chernichen who died on April 26 
 Fr. Mike  Hawkins, S.J. who died April 30 
The families of Helena and Nell have decided that the funerals will 
only take place after the Covid19 pandemic has ended. Once the 
parish is apprised of the details, you will be notified.   
MASS WITH BISHOP GARY 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon as he celebrates Mass through a live 
stream from the Cathedral.  Simply click on the following 
link:   www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream. Sundays 
at 10 am: Monday to Friday at 7 PM  
LIVE STREAMING OUR OWN MASSES, CAN YOU HELP? 
If anyone has experience with Live Streaming—what is involved, 
equipment that is necessary and managing of this service, please let 
the Parish Office know at 250-656-7433 or email 

spparish@shaw.ca .  We are exploring the possibility of Live 
Streaming our own Masses.  What do you think? Let us know. 
 
MERLIN’S MUSINGS 
Merlin, the Bishop’s dog would like to be a “golden receiver” for all of 
your questions about God, faith, and life.  They will answer your 
questions on Thursdays from 6:30 pm, before the llive streamed 
Mass. Click link here. Send in your questions in advance to 
merlin@rcdvictoria.org You are invited to participate! 

DONATIONS 
Thanks to all who have continued your weekly donations. 
We have reopened our old mail slot on the North Side of St. 
Elizabeth’s church’s (Exit side) about 5 feet up on the wall. 
Please do NOT come to the Front Door of the Church to 
drop off envelopes. For anybody wishing to send via E-
Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocese Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Please include 
your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula Parish” 
in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our 
parish. Also let our parish office know at 

spparish@shaw.ca  once completed so we can track it too.  

 
COLLECTION 

Pre-Authorized Debits & E-Transfers  (April) …...$ 6,155 
April (including Easter)……………………….…$  9,287 
Monthly Target.................................................. …....$ 25,000 
 

D & P Share Lent will be held  once we are gathering  
again in normal numbers, possibly in the fall. 
 
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS EMAIL WITH OTHERS 

If you know of others who would like their email address 
added to our distribution list please call the office at  
250-656-7433 or email  spparish@shaw.ca   
 

At a time when we may feel paralyzed by what is happening, by life’s disappointments, we as Christians 
are reminded that we are Easter people, people of hope, who are called to come out of our tomb to be un-
bound and to be uplifted to new life. 
At the end of the day the disciples of the Emmaus story realized that, despite their pain and suffering, Christ’s 
presence in their life (“stay with us”) strengthened their relationship with each other, with the other women and 
men who believed in Jesus. We are learning that also. Whenever we create stronger and better relation-
ships with each other, and especially with the most vulnerable, we establish better relationships with 
God. God is present when we ring bells or  bang pots and pans together to thank our first responders, 
when music is played to console and uplift the spirit, when drawings are displayed in windows. I invite 
you to meditate on these beautiful examples of spiritual music/
songs: “Gotta Be Patient” by Michael Buble, Barenaked Ladies & 
Sofia Reyes: Click Here and this beautiful rendition of “Hosanna” 
from the Mladifest Medugorje choir and orchestra Click Here 
Despite the isolation and distancing we are united together in so 
many ways. We are also united with our friends in the Sudan, in 
Mindanao, in Timor Leste who are lacking food and water. I was 
able to send $5000.- to the Dominican Sisters in Dili, Timor 
Leste, so that they could distribute a bag of rice and some other 
basics to the unemployed young people we support (cf. picture).  

Friends, let us continue to be united in prayer and 
thought; shalom    fr. Rolf, OP  

(church 250-656-7433 or cell: 250-652-1990) 
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NOTE REGARDING FR. MIKE HAWKINS S.J., PREPARED BY CATHY KELSEY 
 

“It is with sad hearts that Barry and I convey to all of you that our dear Mike passed away this morning at 11:02AM Ontario t ime. He 
died at his home, Rene Goupil Infirmary in Pickering, Ontario.  Fr. Gilles Mongeau SJ, a younger priest, was with Mike. Mike was 
fighting for his breath and Gilles said to him, ”Let go Mike “ and Gilles who has a beautiful singing voice sang the hymn “The Song 
of Angels” . Mike relaxed and before the song was ended he had slipped away. Gilles' permission to “let go” was all Mike needed to 
breath his last breath. 
As much as we are sad that he is gone and have shed tears, we know that he is now at peace and he is where he wanted to be, 
with His God, to whom he had a life long devotion. He was welcomed with shouts of joy by his Lord and all his family, friends and 
colleagues and all who have gone before him. 
There will be an obituary in the Globe and Mail and in the Times Colonist sometime in the next few days. 
Mike will be cremated, and will be buried later at the Jesuit Noviciate in Guelph, Ontario where his Uncle and inspiration, Mickey 
Joseph Hawkins SJ is also buried. There will be a Celebration of his life at Pickering when the Covid 19 restrictions have been 
lifted. Mike's life work was his missionary work, teaching, in India - and when he came home to Canada because of failing health, 
he always wanted to go back. We believe he made two trips back but these were very difficult for him. He always called India his 
home and missed the people tremendously. He did find work in Pickering doing counselling for numerous people and was available 
to help out with the weekend retreats. This too became difficult because he began to lose his voice and was able at times to only 
talk in a whisper. Now of course he will be able to shout to the heavens. 
Barry and I have been sharing stories of Mike which are too numerous to mention and I am sure you have some of your own... But 
two things he liked to do, have a good drink of scotch or rye and his all time favourite was to go to supper at the Swiss Chalet as 
many of you remember. No rice! 
Thank you for all your prayers for Mike and these can continue but please also pray for the Jesuits who are living at Rene Goupil, 
for their health and that they come safely through this virus storm. Also, especially, for Fr. Bert Foliot, the superior there, who is 
having a very hard time dealing with four deaths so far at Rene Goupil. Please pray that there are no more. 
We will let you know when the there is a Celebration of Life for Mike as some of you might be able to attend. 
We are thankful you are all in our lives. Stay safe and healthy,Hugs, Cathy and Barry” 
 
 

NELL CHERNICHEN’S OBITUARY PREPARED BY HER FAMILY 
 

“Beautiful all the way through. Nell Chernichen was our mother, the love of our father's life, the heart of our home. She was kind, 
graceful and generous, offering compassion and a helping hand whenever she encountered someone in need. She dedicated her 
life to her family, friends, community and faith. She asked only that we love one another and find happiness in return. She was the 
healing center of every circle she joined. She listened to anyone who needed to be heard, gave comfort and hope to everyone who 
spent time with her. She had a captivating smile and infectious sense of humour. She made us laugh at the most inappropriate 
times, finding fun in bright and dark times. She could make a dollar go farther than anyone, made cinnamon buns, bread, perogies 
and prime rib dinners that made sure we all hurried home for dinner. She grew gardens and canned the bounty, all while raising five 
very busy children, six if you count dad. She saw the world as a place that needed a lot of love and opened her arms and her heart 
in response.  
Nell left this world on Sunday, April 26, 2020 at the age of 86. She died at her Sidney BC home in the care of family and close 
friends. She will be remembered with sorrow and joy by her children Michael (Tracy), Catherine Getty, Jeffrey and Carolyn (Jim); 
her grandchildren Audrey, William, Michael, Ashley, Kirk, Eric, Sara, Florencia, Federico, Elliott and Hannah; her brother Ron 
Wharton (Sharon) and sisters Dorraine Robb (Bronko), Elaine Evans, Dorothy Wharton and Mary Wharton; her brother-in-law Don 
Chernichen (Nina) and sister-in-law Marg Carroll; nieces and nephews and friends too numerous to count.  
Nell was predeceased by her husband Bill in 2006 with whom she shared 50 years of marriage, her daughter Jacqueline (2011) 
and her first child, a daughter who died 4 days after birth (1956). She was also predeceased by her sister Ann and brothers Bob, 
Ed, Jim, Terry and Jack, as well as several brothers- and sisters-in-law.  
A celebration of Nell's life will be held in Sidney when public gatherings are again allowed. In the meantime, we would like to thank 
everyone who provided care and loving support through her final days including her incredibly kind GP Dr. Andrew Kwasnica, the 
palliative medical team at Saanich Peninsula Hospital, the home care and palliative nursing team that provided support to Nell at 
home, as well as her daytime caregiver Alicia Agayo-Lopez, and her close friend Willy VanDungen. We also want to thank Maureen 
Hertz and her husband Ray Folk who serenaded mom through her bedroom window with some of her favorite hymns. Mom, we will 
miss you dearly, but you got us this far. We can take it from here.” 
 


