
Dear members of our faith community:                                            May 9, 2021 
 
Development and Peace has always been a beautiful example of our Canadian Church getting involved to help people help 
themselves in developing countries. In the past ten years largely baseless accusations brought about reforms to this unique 
membership-led organization in 2019 which were approved by the CCCB. I find it sad that the accusations and suspicions 
continue by persons who often have no direct experience of the wonderful work that the D&P partners, the local community-
based initiatives in developing countries, are doing to further social justice and to better in very concrete ways the lives of 
people in need. I experienced this personally in Indonesia and Timor Leste. Let us focus on the positive because many people 
benefit greatly from your donations. I urge you to read the following letter and to continue to support D&P.    
 
“To the people and organisations who support us in our fight for social justice,   Dear readers, 
Recently, the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace — Caritas Canada has been the 
subject of several articles in various national media. Today, we feel that it is important to affirm what our 
beloved organization is and what it stands for. 
Speaking or adopting a position on issues as divisive, polarizing and ethically fraught as abortion (and, to 
another extent, contraception) remains a delicate exercise. Mutual respect is essential in addressing such 
sensitive issues that are subjects of public debate as much in Canada as across the world, both in the Global 
North and the Global South. Created by the bishops of Canada in 1967 following Vatican II, Development 
and Peace is a pan-Canadian lay-led democratic movement with over 10,000 members. As such, it is no 
exception to these debates. Thus, over three years, we had an internal discussion to clarify the positions of 
some of our partners on these and other issues. This internal review, initiated by the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), was conducted jointly by the CCCB and Development and Peace. Its objective 
was to ensure the consistency of our partners’ actions with the Church’s moral teachings. The publication of 
the results of this review, along with media conjecture on some of our internal reports, has prompted all kinds 
of questions. However, neither this review nor its intent and interpretation truly represent what Development 
and Peace is about. The raison d’être, objectives and action of Development and Peace cannot be reduced 
to these debates. Indeed, the organization has worked for over 50 years to propose alternatives to unjust 
economic and social structures, to promote human dignity and to advance women's rights in a complex 
world. It continues to conduct and be guided by work on gender justice; ecological justice; democracy and 
citizen participation; and peace and reconciliation. 
Issues of abortion and contraception are part neither of our mandate, experience and expertise nor of the 
partners’ projects that we support. That said, as the Most Rev. Pierre Goudreault, a member of Development 
and Peace’s national council, has asserted, “Respect for life remains an important value for the Catholic 
Church.” Our mission remains in line with this and always operates to the benefit of the most vulnerable and 
marginalized people, without any form of discrimination. 
Moreover, with 70% of our staff being women, a national council with a similar gender balance and 52 
diocesan councils nationwide 80% comprised of women, Development and Peace continues retaining the 

advancement of women’s rights as a strategic priority. This is also evinced by the updating of our Gender 

Policy in 2019; our recent May Peace be with Her and Women at the Heart of Change campaigns; and 
our thematic focus on Equality between men and women. Gender justice is something we insist on! 
Gender equality considerations and cognizance of the differences between the needs and vulnerabilities of 
women and girls and those of men and boys are the cornerstones of our analyses and of the projects of our 
civil society partners in the Global South. We focus on a variety of needs that find expression in the field and 
that are aligned with both our mandate and the rights long claimed by women. These include human dignity; 
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political rights; inclusive governance; people’s participation in decisions that affect them; social and 
economic empowerment; adapting to climate change; combatting violence against women; a role for women 
in peace and reconciliation; and primary, maternal and child healthcare and psychosocial support. Women 
have no dearth of urgent needs and just demands. They are multiple, diverse and pressing. 
Our vocation, our work, our service, our “preferential option for the poor” and our positive impact upon the 
lives of people living are only possible because of the continual trust and support of our members, donors, 
faith communities, allied organizations and partners who share our vision of commitment and solidarity. 
The federal government, too, has been an important historical partner of Development and Peace since 
1968, earlier through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and now through Global 
Affairs Canada (GAC). We have consistently demonstrated our organizational capacity, the relevance of our 
work and the concreteness of our positive impact on the most vulnerable populations whom we seek to 
empower. Our projects meet the development sector’s standard evaluation criteria, including those 
pertaining to gender equality. Despite sometimes differing with its analysis or positioning on various issues, 
we work effectively and closely with the Government of Canada “to eradicate poverty,” to fight inequality and 
to build “a more peaceful, more inclusive and more prosperous world.” 
Examples of this essential work include the provision of civic and voter education to over 10 million citizens 
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; of healthcare to victims of the Syrian crisis; of access to safe and 
sustainable shelter to Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, and of economic, social and medical assistance to 
Venezuelan migrants in Colombia. Between 2017 to 2019, the Government of Canada contributed the $40 
million to these efforts. Remarkable as it is, that number is less significant than the dramatic realities, the 
projects of hope and the dignity of the people—women and men—we serve with a common will. 
Like many other faith-based organizations in Canada, Development and Peace is a living, active signifier of 
the solidarity and generosity of many people of faith who, motivated and committed by their faith, always act 
for the benefit of their neighbours. Catholics in the etymological sense of universality, and prophetic because 
we are dedicated to just social change, we continue to support impoverished people, in accordance with the 
Gospels and the parable of the Good Samaritan and in communion with our beloved Pope Francis. 
In the remotest and most forgotten corners of the world, among the “smallest” and most marginalized people, 
the Catholic Church remains a key actor in solidarity in many areas (education, health, social nets, 
reconciliation, political engagement, emergency aid, etc.). Indeed, one of our members in Kingston avowedly 
supports Development and Peace “because it ‘lives out loud’ Catholic social teachings through its 
partnerships with grassroots organizations and social movements in the Global South that work to effectively 
address root causes of poverty and injustice.” 
Beyond the differences we may have on many issues, we need the diversity of everyone's strengths to 
achieve our common, unifying goal that we must not lose sight of. We are all called upon to participate, 
according not only to our talents, vocations and resources, but also our values, constraints and perspectives. 
We are all still working in the same direction. We wish to renew what has always been our invitation: a 
commitment to improve the living conditions of the world's most vulnerable people, especially women. This is 
what we at Development and Peace — Caritas Canada proudly continue to dedicate ourselves to. 
On behalf of the entire Development and Peace — Caritas  Canada team,” 
 
 President                              Executive Director  

   



 On this Mother’s Day we thank all those who lovingly care for others in many ways. 
May God continue to bless you and keep you in health, safety and happiness! 
 

 
UPDATE FROM TIMOR LESTE 
We received an email from Sister Evangelina OP with accompanying photos. The flash flood that hit their 
area killed 41 people and its destruction left a wake of littered debris and driftwood on their village shores. 
They are once again in lockdown and have decided to embark on new life skills with the youth and children 
in the orphanage who cannot invite other youth in from the outside. The skills training is titled “Transforming 
the Trash into Craft and Arts” The Sisters and the young people salvaged many of the logs by taking them 
out of the sea and transforming them into art! They are turning the driftwood into crafts by cutting them into 
shapes and painting them. These activities keep them connected while learning new skills and at the same 
time teach them about the importance of cleaning up our environment and transforming it into something 
sustainable and beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IS TAKING THE VACCINE MORALLY ETHICAL? 
Who is that masked man?? 
Bishop Gary received his first Covid-19 vaccine dose!  We haven’t beat this virus yet, but every time 

someone gets their shot, we’re one step closer to the day when we can get back to the 
liturgical gatherings, activities, visits and community we’ve all been missing. Are you 

 

 

 

 

 



curious about the ethical issues around the Covid-19 vaccine?  Is it okay for a Catholic to get 
vaccinated?  The short answer is YES!   
Here’s a great summary from The Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories: 
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020_12_02_Letter-to-the-faithful-on-
Vaccines.pdf_English.pdf 
 

More background from the Canadian Council of Catholic Bishops: https://www.cccb.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/CLARIFICATION-CCCB-Statement-on-COVID-19-Vaccine-Choice-9-March-2021-
EN.pdf 
And the official word from the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-
vaccini-anticovid_en.html 
 
Please also see this link from the Catholic Bishops of Canada about the expansion of euthanasia and 
assisted suicide in Canada.  Bishop Gary hopes you will read this.   Euthanasia-and-assisted-suicide---
Message-to-faithful---8-April-2021---EN.pdf  

 
BC PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS 
BC Public Health orders have been extended and all masses continue to be suspended until further 
notice in all churches in BC.  
You are invited to join on-line celebrations: Diocese of Victoria's Live Stream 
Please remain connected and reach out to others by phone, email etc., and keep everyone and the world 
present in your prayers. May God bless you; may God’s face shine upon you and give you peace.  
 You are required to wear a mask when entering the St. Elizabeth Church in Sidney which is open for 
individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with limitations (10 
persons only) and observance of strict protocols. Outside funerals are allowed with 50 attending. 

 If you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact Fr. Rolf at 
250-656-7433 to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  
 

 Join Bishop Gary Gordon for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as on Sundays at 10 AM through 
live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.  
To keep connected to the various communities in our Diocese, check out the weekly blog’s at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog  
 
  DONATIONS 

If you plan on dropping off or sending your regular weekly offertory envelopes, please try and consolidate 
your white envelope givings into one cheque and into one envelope, rather than putting your contributions 
into 3 or 4 separate white envelopes. Our counters appreciate your help! 
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E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
Effective immediately, E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca .  
Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature and therefore we do not require a security 
question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized 
Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 
K of C STATE BURSARY 2021  
Hello All Grads and Post Secondary Students, once more the Knights of Columbus are offering multiple 
student Bursaries of $1000 to those in a registered  Post-Secondary institute in BC for the fall.   
An application package needs to be requested by you, completed and sent to Kof C before June 30.  There 
are some basic steps to doing this as outlined in the package.   
Email Roy Battilana at:  battilana@telus.net for the link and a copy of the PDF package 
 
OTHER BURSARIES AND AWARDS THROUGH THE DIOCESE  

View the Diocesan website: https://www.rcdvictoria.org under Programs.  Deadline for submissions:July 15.  
 
SHARE LOVE, SHARE LENT 
To donate directly to the Share Lent 2021 campaign click Here 
Thanks to a group of generous religious communities, there’s no better time to become a monthly 
donor! From February 17 to May 23, 2021, new monthly donors will see their contributions matched 
for a year, dollar-for-dollar, up to a maximum of $130,000. 
If you’re already part of our Share Year-Round program, you can also take advantage of this special fund 
by calling toll free: 1-888-234-8533 to increase your monthly gift! Your monthly contribution ensures 
our partners can support marginalized communities in their search for justice and adapt to new 
challenges like COVID-19. A one-time gift online also supports our long-term development programs in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.  www.devp.org 

 
CANADA’S NATIONAL WEEK FOR THE LIFE AND FAMILY STARTS MAY 9 
For more information, and resources to help you celebrate at home, please visit 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/canadas-national-week-for-life-and-family. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYING THE ROSARY VIA ZOOM 
The CWL invites you to join their weekly Rosary on Wednesdays at 9:30am; hosted via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574603894?pwd=SXFlWUtScm82Vm93L09FaTdTZFQ3dz0
9 Meeting ID: 845 7460 3894 Passcode: CWL;  
  
JOIN POPE FRANCIS AND THE WHOLE CHURCH IN PRAYER FOR AN END TO THE PANDEMIC 
May is a month dedicated to our Blessed Mother Mary. Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics across 
the globe to mark the month with a “marathon” of prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. Each 
day in May at 9:00 am Pacific Time, Vatican News will broadcast a recitation of the Rosary from 
various Marian Shrines around the world. Can be viewed online at: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html. 
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The Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization has issued a press release with more 
information about the month of prayer for an end to the pandemic.  They’ve also provided a short liturgical 
guide which may be of interest: it includes an outline of the prayer service that will be used and a list of the 
shrines and special intentions which will be featured each day.  Canada’s national Marian shrine, Notre 
Dame du Cap, is scheduled for Sunday, May 23rd. Liturgical guide: 
http://www.pcpne.va/content/dam/pcpne/pdf/Eventi/rosario2021/Sussidio%20Rosario%202021%20Inglese.
pdf 
Full press release: http://www.pcpne.va/content/pcpne/en/news/2021-04-23.html 
Bishop Gary hopes that Catholics in the Diocese of Victoria will participate. “This is a very worthy 
initiative,” he says, “an amazing learning and praying experience at the beginning of the day to 
create an awareness of our global interconnectedness as brothers and sisters.” 
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To you do we cry! 
 
REMINDER OF BIRTHRIGHT PLANT SALE 
Birthright is again selling plants by order for pick-up in Sidney: gallon size tomatoes plus other veggies, as 
well as perennials and shrubs.  For more information about what's available, visit the Birthright's website: 
https://birthrightvictoria.org/tomatoes-and-other-vegetables-fruits-and-herbs/ 
Please use the contact form to order, specifying variety and # desired. You'll receive an invoice and 
payment information via email. Art Menu will be transporting orders to Sidney on May 17, so please place 
your order before that date.  
 
THANK YOU! 
To all of you who continue to keep connected to each other, especially to those who are alone or isolated, 
in many ways: in thought and prayer, by telephone, with outdoor visits, by e-mail and Facebook, etc.  
To all of you for your prayers and well wishes, your gifts, sweets and meals on the occasion of my 81st 
birthday; I am truly blessed to be a member of this faith community, Fr Rolf ! 
 
THANK YOU! 
To Freddie Brand and to Melanie Ehrlich for the long and arduous work which is necessary to implement 
the new ParishSoft accounting system which is now required in all parishes of the Diocese of Victoria. 
 
To Francois Vinay who painted the new library area and installed the shelves. To Theresa Scrivens and 
Cathy Kelsey for cataloguing the books and looking after the library. 
 
To Ray & Melanie Ehrlich who volunteered  their time last month to paint the inside walls of the foyer and 
of the corridor leading to the various rooms at St. Elizabeth’s! 

 
 
 
   
We all look forward to when we are open again for all to see and to enjoy! 
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