
Dear members of our faith community;      November 29, 2020 
 

No doubt the reinstatement of restrictions on gatherings including the inability to come together to 
celebrate and be nourished by the Eucharist and by each other in our faith is a source of frustration and 
anxiety for many, especially as we come closer to Christmas and the uncertainty surrounding it. We feel 
that something within us and in our daily life is missing, is incomplete and longs for fulfillment. And it is not 
just the isolation and the lack of social gatherings during Covid-19 which makes us aware that so many 
things are terribly out of joint in our world and in ourselves and that we want to cry out: “ah, deliver us!”  

Isn’t that what Advent is all about? And the positive aspect of the pandemic is that we do slow down, 
we reflect more, we try to rediscover what is missing and essential. We come to realize that we need each 
other, that there is a strength in community, that we need to dream as a single human family, so well 
expressed by Pope Francis in “Fratelli Tutti”. The positive images and videos of people, children, helping 
others, reaching out to the vulnerable, finding joy and peace in small things; all these remind us of what our 
Advent Liturgy brings: a stillness, an openness and expectant waiting in hope, a hope against all hope. 

Advent is like sitting anxiously in a doctor’s or hospital waiting room together with others. Waiting for 
who, for what? For a vaccine? For a return to “normal”? Advent invites us to wait for a healer, for someone 
who will bring us away from the pandemic of selfish interests which tears apart the bonds that should hold 
us together: the common good, compassion, forgiveness and reconciliation. 

So, rather than discussing and complaining about whether the present restrictions are right and fair 
let us see our present situation as a Kairos moment, as an opportunity to find or rediscover different ways 
to be connected to our God, to be nourished by God’s Word and to pray. This means also to find new ways 
to show and be in solidarity with each other and to move forward together with determination and hope.  

Advent is the time when we are invited to follow God into God’s hiding place, to dwell in the dark 
with God. We are invited to stay awake and to consider those things that have dried up our lives like the 
leaves of the trees. On this First Sunday of Advent the first reading says it bluntly: “We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold 
of you; for you have hidden your face from us …Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand (Isaiah 64:1-8).” 

The Israelites were in exile and Isaiah cries out in that first reading which is like a prayer which we 
can make our own because neither the enslaved people of old, nor we today, can save ourselves from our 
present situation: “You, O Lord, are our father; “Our Redeemer from of old” is your name. Why, O Lord, do 
you make us stray from your ways and harden our heart, so that we do not fear you? (Isaiah 63: 16-17).” 
The present time is a period of suffering for many individuals and families and even more so for large 
populations of the poor and oppressed around the globe. The world can’t get better on its own. We need 
divine intervention: we need Advent hope, we need the coming of a Saviour, of a Messiah, of a 
Christ. And when God enters our lives our self-sufficiency will not be enough for us.  

Advent awakens us to realize that we sometimes invest our treasure in the wrong places, that the 
world of false security must end. The Master, whom we serve, is coming to help us awaken from sleep (this 
Sunday’s Gospel of Mark 13:33-47) so we can put aside our false world and rebuild our house on rock. 



Paul’s words in the second reading of I Corinthians 1:3-9 assures us that "God is faithful"; that God will 
accompany us through any change, any calamity. This is the same God Isaiah evokes as he imagines us 
as clay to be formed by our God, "the potter," and reminds us, yes "we are all the work of your hands." 

In our world we may not be going through what the early Christian community did in Mark’s time. But 
many communities and people today are experiencing upheavals with the consequent confusion and pain. 
And so we pray with the many distressed of the world today. We cling to Advent hope and trust that God 
holds all people in loving hands. Nothing is outside God’s concern and God will come at any moment to 
help us, to heal us, to lead us forward in hope.  

Following Jesus’ mandate to "Beware, keep alert!" helps us stay in touch with our faith in God’s love 
and alert to God’s intervention in our daily lives. Staying alert, taking time to be open and to be still, helps 
us grow spiritually. We grow in sensitivity to the pain of others when we begin to notice what grieves them. 
Our staying awake and attentive to the world around us and especially to the suffering and the poor can 
alert us to the already-arrived and still-coming of Christ. As we prepare ourselves for the Emmanuel, God-
with-us, to take flesh among us and in us the Word of God can open our eyes, ears and hearts to his 
presence already among us in this our world. 

 
Enjoy this inspiring video shared with us by Fatima Warner.  Let us choose to listen closely to the 

inner child within each of us begging with us to BELIEVE again. Click Here 
 

We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Elias Penalosa who died on Nov.23 in Saanich Peninsula Hospital 

   Margaret Sarah Woltz, sister of Emmy Secord and who also lived in Abbeyfield House 
 
 New Restrictions: All masses have been suspended until at least Dec. 7 in all 
churches in B.C. The same is true for all religious services of all faith groups.  

 You are now required to wear a mask inside the church. St. Elizabeth Church is 
open for individual prayer visits during office hours provided you observe protocols. 

 Christmas celebrations: Because of uncertainties re. the pandemic regulations we will 
wait before creating the Christmas Mass schedule. If all goes well there will be a good number of 
mass times available and ample time for you to sign in. Please, do not phone the office at this 
time and wait. Thank you for your understanding and patience. 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to be possible but with 
limitations (10 persons only) and observance of strict protocols. If you wish to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession), please, contact me to arrange for a day and time. 

 The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  

 This weekend’s special collection: Catholic Missions in Canada Thank you. 
 

 The Nov. 29, 2020 to Nov. 2021 MISSALS HAVE ARRIVED! 
Missals are available in the church lobby! They are $5. Get them while they last! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LcZLqPthZk&feature=youtu.be


 THE 2021 ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH. You are 
welcome to pick them up during office hours Tues-Fri 9:00 am - noon.                                                                                              
Shalom ! (a Hebrew prayer and blessing that God bring to pass the deepest desires of 

your heart),               Fr. Rolf, OP 
  
 
OUR ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Our Parish has pledged so far $ 37,395 or 81.29% towards our goal of $46,000 in the 
Horizon of Hope Diocesan Appeal. A few appeal envelopes are available in the foyer. You can 
also put your donation in an envelope marked Diocesan Appeal and put it into the collection 
basket. Please, participate; no matter what the amount your donation is important for the life of 
our Diocesan faith community. The Parish portion (20%) will be used to help the West Coast 
Missions of Ucluelet and Tofino. Thank you for your participation and your generosity. Please 
click on link to view Bishop Gary’s recent Video: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/horizonofhope2020/#bishops-video 
 
 
ANAWIM 
This year will be different for all of us in so many ways due to the uncertainty and challenges of 
the coronavirus pandemic! Donations of new clothing, underwear, socks, tuques, toiletries items 
are needed to make Christmas special for the people we can help. Donations can be dropped 
off at the church during office hours, Tues-Friday 9am to noon. If you would like to make a 
financial donation you can mail it to Anawim House, 973 Caledonia Ave., Victoria V8T 1E7 or 
donate through http://www.canadahelps.org Read our Winter 2020 Newsletter 
 
HANTI SIDRA GIFT CARDS...BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  

Have you ever tried to find a gift for a person who doesn't need anything?  Why not get a Hanti 
Sidra Gift Card?  We offer a group of themed cards that allow you to make a donation of $20.00 
or a larger amount of your choice to one of our projects in Eritrea or South Sudan in the name of 
a friend or loved one.  You receive a tax receipt for the full amount of your donation.  Cards can 
be used, customized if necessary, for Christmas, birthdays, graduations, weddings, memoriams, 
etc. Check out our 2020 collection of Gift Cards here at: 
https://spparish.com/files/docs/Card_Samples_2020.pdf    Contact Stephanie Schroeder at 250-
655-3635 or email: hantisidra@gmail.com for more info. or to request cards with your donation.  
Due to Covid-19 restrictions the cards will not be available in the St. Elizabeth's Church foyer as 
in past years. When you contact Stephanie you can make arrangements to drop off your donation 
and pick up your cards or have them delivered to you.  All donations by cheque should be made 
out to HANTI SIDRA FUND. If you make a cash donation of $20.00 or more and would like a tax 
receipt, please fill out one of our cash donation slips or envelopes.  

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/horizonofhope2020/#bishops-video
http://www.canadahelps.org/
https://spparish.com/files/docs/Winter_2020_Newsletter_small_pdf.pdf
https://spparish.com/files/docs/Card_Samples_2020.pdf
mailto:hantisidra@gmail.com


 
FOOD DRIVE – THANK YOU 
Thank you everyone who donated towards our Food Drive during the 
month of October! Members of our parish’s St. Vincent de Paul 
Society (Paul de Carlo, Helen Dizy, Lucy Bandet & Donna Thompson) 
came in this week to box it all up and take it to those in need in our 
community.  
 
 

Do you love working with children?  Do you want to work casually? 
Island Catholic Schools is looking for on-call Educational Assistants.  For 
more information visit  
http://cisdv.bc.ca/employment-opportunities.php 
 
 

BIRTHRIGHT FUDGE  
Birthright is taking Orders for their delicious Chocolate Fudge this November!   A bit of sweet in 
this challenging year! The packets make great stocking stuffers or holiday gifts.  Arrangements 
have been made for pre-paid orders to be delivered to the parish office for collection in 
December.  Please see the order form attached to this email to view the delicious varieties. Then, 
contact Peggy Chapeski at 478-5372 or email her at info@birthrightvictoria.org. Your purchase 
supports the pro-life pregnancy support work of Birthright Victoria. 

 
 

CALLING ALL LADIES 
During our time of isolation these past months many of us are looking at ways we can help 
those less fortunate than ourselves. You might consider joining the Catholic Women's 
League. Globally it supports women's programs in developing countries. Nationally the 
League promotes awareness of and responds to political and social issues that affect all 

Canadians. And locally the League supports such charities as Anawim House, the Sidney Food 
Bank and Saanich Peninsula Hospice. Not only does the League reach out to the community and 
beyond but we are a group of women getting together monthly (in normal times) fellowshipping 
and making new friends. We would love to have you join us! Membership is only $30 a year. If 
you would like more info. about the Catholic Women's League please check out the national 
website: www.cwl.ca   If you would like to join, please call Doreen at 250-538-7668. 

 

http://cisdv.bc.ca/employment-opportunities.php
mailto:info@birthrightvictoria.org
http://www.cwl.ca/


 
The Knights of Columbus is holding their annual Charity Appeal in support of local and 
provincial charities! However, with the continued challenges of Covid-19, it has some new twists! 
All prizes are cash, with 1st Prize being $100,000! Tickets are $3 each, but with no paper tickets, 
they must be bought online by credit card. Go to: www.KofCDraw.net/C9703   
By purchasing through our Council 9703, a portion of the sales returns to us for local distribution. 
Last year's sales allowed us to share over $1600 with local charities. We thank you for your 
support in past years, and hope we can count on you again this fall!  
Share this URL with friends and family in BC, or buy tickets for them! There are only 200,000 
tickets available, and the draw is on January 30, so get yours early! If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Jim Williams (250-656-9658). BC LLC# 126541 
 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
Once again the Knights of Columbus will be promoting the real meaning of 
Christmas by promoting the display on parishioner's vehicles of "Keep Christ 
in Christmas" magnets. Normally we would have these available after each 
Mass, but given our current situation they can be obtained by phoning Tom 
Turner at 778-426-1302. There is no charge, but any donations to offset our 
costs will be gratefully accepted. 

 
OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who are continuing your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized Debits 
(PAD’s) and E-Transfers. This is essential for the Parish to stay afloat and to keep our staff. 
If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development Office at 
developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name and Parish Name “Saanich Peninsula 
Parish” in the e-transfer message. Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca so we can track it. 
The Diocese and the Parish have received three payments under the “Canadian Federal 
Emergency Wage-subsidy” program (CEWS) for March, April and May. The Diocese and we 
were not eligible for June. The CEWS program is continuing from July to December with new 
guidelines but at a much lesser and every month at a declining rate; so far we have received two 
payments of $1785/month and one of 1468.27/month, which is less than one quarter of our 
monthly payroll. Please, express gratitude to our Canadian Government.  
 
CELEBRATE MASS ONLINE AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL IN VICTORIA  
Join Bishop Gary Gordon and other celebrants for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as well as 
on Sundays at 10 AM through live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: 
www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream  

 

http://www.kofcdraw.net/C9703
http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream

