
Dear members of our faith community;       October 4, 2020 
 

As our daily life continues to be effected by the Covid-19 pandemic we are challenged to see 
our life differently, in a new way. Well, the parables in our Sunday Gospel readings also challenge us to 
look at our spiritual and human life in a different way. In both the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures the 
vineyard is symbolic of God’s people cared for with love; for us that means humanity and God’s creation.  

Two Sundays ago there was the parable about the workers who were called into the vineyard 
and worked different hours of the day, but still received the same pay because of God‘s extravagant 
generosity. Then, last week, the father asked his two sons to work in the vineyard. One agreed to go but 
did not; at first the second resisted, but changed his mind and did as his father requested reminding us of 
the need for humility and of the compassionate love extended to us as we are always forgiven when we 
change our mind. In return we were asked to be as generous and forgiving with others as God is with us. 

This weekend the first reading of Isaiah 5:1-7 describes God’s care and love of his people 
and God’s expectation that we produce justice and righteousness, that we will respect the rights of all 
people especially the poor, the vulnerable and forgotten, and work towards true justice for all. In this 
Sunday’s parable (Matthew 21:33-43) an absent land owner sends his servants to collect produce from 
his vineyard. But they are abused by the tenants, who even kill the owner’s son. The parable speaks to 
whoever has responsibility in God’s vineyard: to me, to you, to all of us. Notice, there is an urgency in the 
tone of the parable and we can certainly say, yes, there is an urgency right now in our world when we look 
at what is happening right now. God’s kingdom has been entrusted to all of us: The parable/challenge 
becomes an examination of conscience for us; there will be an accounting of our service; what type of fruit 
are our actions bearing and for who? Are we condemning and working towards eliminating the evil of 
greed, of bigotry, of racism, of violence and hatred. How are we receiving, treasuring and preserving 
God’s gift of creation, and the Good News/Gospel of God’s kingdom of justice and peace? Are we as 
workers in the vineyard, in this our world wherever we find ourselves, bringing forth a harvest of good fruit, 
of reconciliation, of justice and peace, of respect for the rights of the poor and marginalized, etc.?  

I like to quote Pope Francis who recently was interviewed by “Studia Moralia” a scientific 
journal of the Alphonsian Academy in Italy. The interview is in Italian on the magazine’s website 
Deborah Castellan Lubov gives a short summary in Zenit, the Vatican’s news network:  
“Indifference is today’s quarantine of choice, to protect ourselves from the “virus” of reality”. 
“I believe that moral theology must help to raise awareness of those” sins “that the world has 
now incorporated into its normality and no longer perceives them as such,”  
Pope Francis invites careful reflection on some particularly urgent moral issues amid the 
pandemic and in the midst of social transformations. 
“We must all act responsibly, whether or not we want a more human humanity, without slaves, without 
exploited men and women. We must ask ourselves whether we still want nations that exploit other 
nations. […,] It is unacceptable that this way of thinking and living remains the same after the great crisis 
of the pandemic. Francis speaks again of peripheries and the globalization of indifference. 
“Reality is better seen from the suburbs. From the center, you have a sweetened, distorted 
vision, while from the periphery you see the raw, real reality, without any mask.” 

http://www.studiamoralia.org/


“Indifference today is a way of defending oneself. It is a quarantine that I choose for myself, to 
protect myself from the virus of reality.” 
Finally, Pope Francis goes back to explaining what “Church going out” means for him, that is, “going 
right to the peripheries.” But in a practical, real sense. “We need to open up to a concrete encounter with 
existential peripheries without falling into the trap of making theoretical reflections that have never really 
encountered the drama and beauty of the reality.” 

 Enjoy this wonderful video which Fatima Warner sent me because we know that there 
is room for all at the table of plenty, at the table of hope - Click Here 

 

Important ! Please, read  for your information and consideration: 

 The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals have and will continue to be possible but 
with limitations and observance of strict protocols. Most of the time the families decide to make 
these private and for very small gatherings. If you wish to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (confession), please, contact me to arrange for a day and time. 

 We are continuing to bury the remains of loved ones at our northerly part of the cemetery on 
West Saanich Road near Our Lady of the Assumption Church since the cemetery is registered in 
the name of the RC Bishop of Victoria. Prior to the burial I inform the Chief of the Tsartlip Nation 
of the burial assuring him that we respect and observe their tradition of burying loved ones before 
noon. Peter and Liz Kuhr and I continue to look after the general upkeep of the cemetery. Thank 
you, Liz and Peter. Please, help in clearing the graves of your loved ones of plastic and glass. 

 In the last few months the groups of Alcoholic Anonymous have been meeting in outside 
locations. Being an important and essential service and ministry Noon Serenity is now meeting in 
the reception area of St. Elizabeth’s on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at 12:00 noon. 
Thank you to the volunteers who designed a precise concrete plan and who organize these very 
important gatherings observing all the necessary protocols of our Parish and of BC Public Health. 

 In this month of October, Bishop Gary Gordon is inviting all the faithful across the Diocese of 
Victoria to consider making a gift to the Annual Appeal – “Horizon of Hope”. Many of you will 
receive letters in the mail beginning October 8.  
When you donate to the Bishop’s Appeal you are truly making a difference in the lives of so many 
people in our communities, and for this, we are grateful. Through your generosity, young people 
are discovering Jesus in our Catholic schools and spiritual formation programs; we are inspired 
through faith formation and evangelization; we care for our retired clergy; and small parishes and 
missions are able to survive through difficult times. 20% of your donation comes back to our 
Parish; this money in 2021 will be used to help the Holy Family Parish in Ucluelet and St. 
Francis Assissi in Tofino, which are now served by Sisters Janet Bayron, RVM and Sr. Lilia 
Semeniego, RVM from the Philippines; there is no priest. More about this “twinning” later ! 

To access the Bishop’s Appeal website and watch Bishop Gary’s inspiring message of hope 

click here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/horizonofhope2020  Scroll down after the video to the 

“Missions & Outreach” section to look at what we did with our parish portion of the 2019-20 
appeal; have a look  at the pictures from Pasobolong and our stained glass window! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92OM5bdQ4N4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/horizonofhope2020


We continue to ask you: “ANY IDEAS ?” 
We will continue to be in some type of “pandemic mode” for the foreseeable future. Your Parish 
Council on Wed. Aug. 19 had a general discussion re: how our fall and winter might look like. In a 
time of continued isolation and of very limited social celebrations we want to make sure that we 
are in touch with each other, that we celebrate together our faith and that we reach out to those 
who are unable to leave the place where they live. 
 

1) The Religious Formation program for children cannot continue in the traditional way 

because of Covid-19 restrictions. From now on Fr. Rolf will preside every week on 

Saturday at 3:00 pm at a children’s mass for school-age children together with their 

parents/grandparents. The maximum of 50 persons with social distancing applies. If you 

are interested in helping, including in the provision of music, let us know at 250-656-7433. 

If you and your children/grandchildren wish to attend, please let us know .  

2) Melanie has developed a “Saanich Peninsula Parish” profile on Facebook, which we 

hope will enable parishioners to ask questions, discuss issues, provide news, all for the 

spiritual wellbeing of parishioners. We invite those of you who are Facebook users to join 

this Private group!  Look for the profile that shows our stained glass window! 

3) Several volunteers with Friendly Hours met on Sept. 9. Taking into account the 

experience of others (St. Luke’s and St. Andrew’s) it was decided that for now there will 

be no Friendly Hours. Individuals and families in need will be helped in another way. The 

situation will be re-evaluated later in November. Also, it was suggested that if parishioners 

have coupons from McDonald’s, A&W, Subway (some come in the paper!) that they would 

like to give to people in need, please feel free to drop them off at the church.  

4) Thanks to all of you who are keeping in touch with other parishioners by telephone or e-

mail; it is another way of socializing. We are also exploring in what way we might be able 

to accommodate people who wish to socialize in a very limited way using the church, while 

at the same time observing the Diocesan and Health Department restrictions and 

guidelines. Any Ideas?  

5) The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  

Please, let us know your ideas and suggestions at 250-656-7433.                                                                                              

Shalom, Fr. Rolf, OP  

 

 

 

 

 



Mass Registration & Reminders 
Here are some Mass Registration and other guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursday at noon if you wish to attend an 
available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 Do not substitute your spot for someone else to attend. We need you to keep 
your spot for contact tracing. 

 No church hopping. If you are a member of Saanich Peninsula Parish, you should 
be staying here. The other churches in the Diocese are doing their part, like us to 
keep availability to their members. 

 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the 
office, we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 Please, follow the social/physical distancing and other regulations. They are 
for the protection and safety of other people in the community as well as for 
your own. And remember, other people feel safer when you observe them. 

 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
 
Summary: 
There are now 5 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

 Friday 10:00 am Mass Please, remember that during this pandemic time such a 
weekday Mass is considered to be your Sunday Mass.  

  Saturday 3:00 pm Mass (This is a children’s family mass) 

  Saturday 5:00 pm Mass  

  Sunday 8:30 am Mass 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass  

  Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
As a reminder, we are still unable to gather at Our Lady of the Assumption and there 
are no weekday masses at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 
Aside from sacramental ministry, all “in person” meetings/gatherings of various 
groups and organizations remain suspended, until further notice. 
 
The next special collection: 

Evangelization of Nations (World Mission Sunday): Sunday October 18 
 
PLEASE, DO NOT DROP-OFF ITEMS AT THE CHURCH 
Due to Covid19, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is not picking up clothing, books, 
housewares or garden items etc. of any kind from our church.  Please do not drop off/leave 
any items at the church either outside or inside!  You will need to look for alternative means 
of donating your items. Our library is also not accepting books during this time.  
 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca


 
SHARING OUR BOUNTY – FOOD DRIVE DURING MONTH OF OCTOBER 
Thanksgiving reminds us of how fortunate we are. Each October we are invited to share 
with those in need in our community by bringing non-perishable food items for our Food 
Drive. During October we are invited to share with those in need in our community. Please 
bring non-perishable food and place in front of the altar. Thank You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALLING BEE WILL BE CALLING YOU SOON!  
As mentioned in recent bulletins, we have now formulated our Calling Bee! These are 
parishioners who will be contacting fellow parishioners (YOU!) in the coming weeks via 
phone to reach out and say “Hello”. Many months have passed since the pandemic began 
and sadly not everyone has been able to gather with their faith community. This is a simple 
and direct way to see how everyone is doing and if there is anything that we as a parish can 
do for you.  At the same time they will be confirming your contact details and household 
members. We conduct a census every 4 years. The last one we did was in 2016 and as luck 
would have it, this is the year we do the census again! We would like to ensure that we have 
the correct information on file! Thank you in advance for your participation and thank you to 
those wonderful volunteers who have stepped forward to assist with this endeavor   
 
CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
Are you a post-secondary student in Victoria looking for a community and are open to 
learning more about the Catholic faith? Catholic Christian Outreach Victoria is a community 
for everyone from Catholicism-curious to Catholic since the cradle! Along with Catholic 
Christian Outreach’s faith study series, we put on events, challenge each other to grow, and 
we strive to build a vibrant Christ-centered community. To learn more, we are a private 
group on Facebook (search up CCO Victoria), @ccouvic on Instagram, or scan the QR 
code found on the poster in your parish. 
 
 
 
OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who are continuing your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized Debits 
(PAD’s) and E-Transfers. This is essential for the Parish to stay afloat and to keep our staff. 
If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name and Parish Name 

 
 



“Saanich Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our parish. 
Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca once completed so we can track it. 
If you give donations for several weeks, could you, please, consolidate them into 1 
donation or cheque and place it into 1 envelope.  This helps our counters a great deal! 
 
The Diocese and the Parish have received three payments under the “Canadian Federal 
Emergency Wage-subsidy” program (CEWS) for March, April and May.  However, the 
Diocese and we were not eligible for June. The CEWS program is continuing from 
July to December with new guidelines but at a much lesser (50%)  and then every 
month at a declining rate.  Please, express our gratitude to our Canadian Government.  
 
 
CELEBRATE MASS ONLINE AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL IN VICTORIA 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon and other celebrants for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as 
well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: 
www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream  
 

http://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream

