
Dear members of our faith community;       September 27, 2020 
 
Since 1914 the Catholic Church has celebrated the World Day of Migrants and Refugees in 

September. This year Pope Francis’ message is entitled: “Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee.  
Welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating internally displaced persons (IDPs).”  

Over the years I have often asked us to pray together with and for all those who are forced to flee 
because of violence, oppression, religious persecution, economic hardship, man-made disasters as well 
as natural environmental disasters. We all have seen images on TV which have come from many parts of 
the world. Through Development and Peace, Aid to the Church in Need, the CNEWA (Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association) we sent money to help the Christians in Iraq, the internally displaced in Syria, etc. 

Through the reality of internally displaced people we have become more aware and come to a 
deeper understanding of the complexities and inter-connectedness of the world. I know that we seem to 
go in the world from one migrant and refugee crisis to another and that we are going through our own 
crisis with the pandemic, but let us not forget how Covid-19 exacerbates the crisis of internally displaced 
persons and how the work of the above organizations is even more essential and important. May our own 
experience during this pandemic help us grow as human beings and as Christians in our local response to 
the global issue of internally displaced people. Just as we need to see in each other Christ’s suffering but 
also hopeful, talented, joyful face during the pandemic so let us see Christ’s suffering, hopeful, talented 
face in the migrants and internally displaced persons whose images we see from time to time on TV. 

Pope Francis makes the connection in this year’s message (Click message here) 
“In light of the tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like this message, although concerned with 
internally displaced persons, to embrace all those who are experiencing situations of precariousness, 
abandonment, marginalization, and rejection as a result of Covid-19.” 

Cardinal Michael Czerny (the 74 year old Canadian Jesuit, born in Czechoslovakia in 1946; 
emigrated to Canada with his parents in 1948, made a cardinal in 2019 and Undersecretary for Migrants 
and Refugees) recently said: “The Holy Father augments the four words (used in his message of 2018: 
welcome, protect, promote and integrate) with six pairs of verbs that deal with very practical actions. 
They are linked together in a challenging way:   

 You have to know in order to understand. 

 It is necessary to be close in order to serve. 

 In order to be reconciled, we need to listen. 

 In order to grow, it is necessary to share. 

 We need to be involved in order to promote. 

 It is necessary to cooperate in order to build. 

Pope Francis: “In order to grow, it is necessary to share. Sharing was an essential element of the first 
Christian community. … God did not want the resources of our planet to benefit only a few. This was not 
the Lord’s will. We have to learn to share in order to grow together, leaving no one behind. The pandemic 
has reminded us how we are all in the same boat. Realizing that we have the same concerns and 
fears has shown us once more that no one can be saved alone. grow truly, we must grow tog           

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20200513_world-migrants-day-2020.html


To grow truly, we must grow together, sharing what we have, like the boy who offered Jesus five barley 
loaves and two fish … yet they proved enough for five thousand people (John 6:1-15).” 

Michael Czerny: “IDPs can be a positive force of change. They demonstrate a remarkable 
degree of hope, resilience and strength. The determination, skills and capacities with which they 
rebuild their lives can contribute substantially to enhancing the societies that have become their 
new homes. Local action to support the internally displaced can contribute towards the well-being of the 
whole community. Addressing the needs of IDPs and supporting their networks and interactions with local 
residents will help build community, and move towards recovery, social cohesion, peace, security, and 
development. Because we are close to our IDP brothers and sisters, we are called to reveal the beauty 
and the capacities they have. 

This is the beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ. As the Holy Father expresses very well in his Message: 
“In each of these people, forced to flee to safety, Jesus is present as he was at the time of Herod. In the 
faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, strangers, and prisoners, we are called to see the face 
of Christ who pleads with us to help (cf. Mt 25:31-46). If we can recognize him in those faces, we will be 
the ones to thank him for having been able to meet, love, and serve him in them.” 

 
  
We continue to ask you: “ANY IDEAS ?” 

We will continue to be in some type of “pandemic mode” for the foreseeable future. Your Parish 
Council on Wed. Aug. 19 had a general discussion re: how our fall and winter might look like. In a 
time of continued isolation and of very limited social celebrations we want to make sure that we 
are in touch with each other, that we celebrate together our faith and that we reach out to those 
who are unable to leave the place where they live. 

1) Some of the musicians are exploring what equipment is needed to Video livestream one 

Sunday Eucharist Celebration. Such livestreaming must show a community celebrating. If 

you have a technology background and expertise in this field, please let us know! 

We need your help! Once we know the details a decision will be made later. 

2) The Religious Formation program for children cannot continue in the traditional way 

because of Covid-19 restrictions. So, beginning on Saturday Oct. 3 at 3:00 pm Fr. Rolf 

will have every week a special children’s mass for school-age children together with 

their parents/grandparents. The same maximum of 50 persons with social distancing will 

be implemented. If you are interested in helping, including in the provision of music, let us 

know at 250-656-7433. If you and your children/grandchildren wish to attend, please 

let us know . For the good of all (we all wish to see more young people in church, 

don’t we? !) those attending now the Sat. 3:00 pm mass may have to move to one of 

the other weekend masses. Sorry, no other way! 

3) We would like to expand the use of live-music for the five weekend masses. Thank you to 

those who have already come forward; others are needed. 



4) Melanie has developed a “Saanich Peninsula Parish” profile on Facebook, which we 

hope will enable parishioners to ask questions, discuss issues, provide news, all for the 

spiritual wellbeing of parishioners. We invite those of you who are Facebook users to join 

this Private group!  Look for the profile that shows our stained glass window! 

5) Several volunteers with Friendly Hours met on Sept. 9. Taking into account the 

experience of others (St. Luke’s and St. Andrew’s) it was decided that for now there will 

be no Friendly Hours. Individuals and families in need will be helped in another way. The 

situation will be re-evaluated later in October. Also, it was suggested that if parishioners 

have coupons from McDonald’s, A&W, Subway (some come in the paper!) that they would 

like to give to people in need, please feel free to drop them off at the church.  

6) Thanks to all of you who are keeping in touch with other parishioners by telephone or e-

mail; it is another way of socializing. We would like to expand considerably this “Calling 

Bee” so that more people are involved; support /training will be provided if desired.        

We are also exploring in what way we might be able to accommodate people who wish to 

socialize in a very limited way using the church, while at the same time observing the 

Diocesan and Health Department restrictions and guidelines. Any Ideas?  

7) The hospital and home Visiting Ministries will continue to be by phone or electronically.  

8) We are exploring how some in-person meetings (Adult Faith formation, Prayer groups, 

AA, NA, CWL, K of C, etc.) could be restarted under strict health regulations. Right now 

these are not permitted.  Please, let us know your ideas and suggestions at 250-656-

7433.                                                                               Shalom, Fr. Rolf, OP  

 

Mass Registration & Reminders 
Here are some Mass Registration and other guidelines to follow that will help us: 

 Continue to let the Parish Office know by Thursday at noon if you wish to attend an 
available mass time. Call 250-656-7433 or email spparish@shaw.ca  

 Do not substitute your spot for someone else to attend. We need you to keep 
your spot for contact tracing. 

 No church hopping. If you are a member of Saanich Peninsula Parish, you should 
be staying here. The other churches in the Diocese are doing their part, like us to 
keep availability to their members. 

 If you are absent for more than 2 weeks and there is no communication to the 
office, we will have to remove you from the roster. 

 Please, follow the social/physical distancing and other regulations. They are 
for the protection and safety of other people in the community as well as for 
your own. And remember, other people feel safer when you observe them. 

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca


 We thank you for your cooperation, flexibility and understanding. 
 
Summary: 
There are now 5 Sunday Masses, all at St. Elizabeth’s:  

 Friday 10:00 am Mass Please, remember that during this pandemic time such a 
weekday Mass is considered to be your Sunday Mass.  

  Saturday 3:00 pm Mass (This will be a children’s mass starting next week, Oct 3rd) 

  Saturday 5:00 pm Mass  

  Sunday 8:30 am Mass 

  Sunday 10:30 am Mass  

  Sunday 1:00 pm Mass in French at St. Jean-Baptiste in Victoria 
As a reminder, we are still unable to gather at Our Lady of the Assumption and there 
are no weekday masses at St. Elizabeth’s. 
 
Aside from sacramental ministry, all “in person” meetings/gatherings of various 
groups and organizations remain suspended, until further notice. 
 
Due to Covid-19 some special collections will now take place this fall: 

Needs of the Church in Canada: Sunday September 27 
Pope’s Pastoral Works (normally in May): Sunday October 4 
Evangelization of Nations (World Mission Sunday): Sunday October 18 
 
DO NOT DROP-OFF ITEMS AT THE CHURCH 
Due to Covid19, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is not picking up clothing, books, 
housewares or garden items etc. of any kind from our church.  Please do not drop off/leave 
any items at the church either outside or inside!  You will need to look for alternative means 
of donating your items. Our library is also not accepting books during this time.  
 
 
UPDATED ANNUAL APPEAL / DIOCESAN BLOG 
New hope, new look!  

The Diocese has updated the Annual Appeal as Horizons of Hope after 10 years under the 
Journey of Hearts & Hands banner.  There is a new look and feel….although it may be a 
little cloudy at the moment.  Watch Bishop Gary’s video and stay tuned for there will be 
more to come as we launch the Bishop’s Appeal in the days ahead!  

Link:  https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/newhopenewlook 

 
 

 
 

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/newhopenewlook


PASTORAL CARE WEBINAR ON “HOPE & HEALING” 
Sponsored by the Gardens of Gethsemani  (Archdiocese of Vancouver) and “virtually” 
presented by Fr. William Hann on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at 7 pm.   
Pre-registration is required. Click Here! 
We will be virtually welcoming Father William Hann from Holy Cross Parish in Victoria, as 
our guest speaker. He brings much life experiences along with a depth of understanding 
and great compassion for the people he ministers to. He did a residency in clinical pastoral 
education at the University of Alberta Hospital, from 2005 – 2006. He will be focusing on 
serving individuals and families who are grieving in times of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
visit topics such as how bereavement is interrupted by the pandemic; the challenging 
impacts we face during these times; finding Jesus amid COVID-19; how to move forward in 
our pastoral care; and the consolations and desolations during these difficult times. 
 
CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
Are you a post-secondary student in Victoria looking for a community and are open to 
learning more about the Catholic faith? Catholic Christian Outreach Victoria is a community 
for everyone from Catholicism-curious to Catholic since the cradle! Along with Catholic 
Christian Outreach’s faith study series, we put on events, challenge each other to grow, and 
we strive to build a vibrant Christ-centered community. To learn more, we are a private 
group on Facebook (search up CCO Victoria), @ccouvic on Instagram, or scan the QR 
code found on the poster in your parish. 
 
OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION 
Thanks to all who are continuing your weekly donations including the Pre-Authorized Debits 
(PAD’s) and E-Transfers. This helps us to stay afloat and to keep our staff. 
If you wish to send via E-Transfer, you can do so directly to the Diocesan Development 
Office at developmentoffice@rcdvictoria.org. Include your Full name and Parish Name 
“Saanich Peninsula Parish” in the e-transfer message so it can be passed on to our parish. 
Let us know at spparish@shaw.ca once completed so we can track it. 
If you give donations for several weeks, could you, please, consolidate them into 1 
donation or cheque and place it into 1 envelope.  This helps our counters a great deal! 
 
The Diocese and the Parish have received three payments under the “Canadian Federal 
Emergency Wage-subsidy” program (CEWS) for March, April and May.  However, the 
Diocese and we were not eligible for June. The CEWS program is continuing from 
July to December with new guidelines but at a much lesser (50%)  and then every 
month at a declining rate.  Please, express our gratitude to our Canadian Government.  
 
 
 

https://rcav.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_c_w-USKZRoqFCY39Xxtoww


“Walk with Jesus Our Living Hope”   
All Catechists, Youth Leaders, Educators, and those interested in these ministries, are 
invited to a Catechist Retreat Hour+ via ZOOM  
October 3rd from 9:30am- 11:00am featuring Michael Chiasson from Access52 Ministries 
https://access52.com/ Michael will help us renew our hope in these challenging times.  He 
will inspire and share practical ideas for catechesis during COVID 19.   
Please register by emailing gjahelka@rcdvictoria.org     Please Join Us! 
 
 
CELEBRATE MASS ONLINE AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL IN VICTORIA 
Join Bishop Gary Gordon and other celebrants for mass, Monday to Friday at 7 PM as 
well as on Sundays at 10 AM through live stream from the Cathedral. Simply click on: 
www.rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream  
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