
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
at ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton:    
             Sundays at 8:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Pastor’s corner – September 5, 2021 
 This Sunday’s Gospel of Mark 7: 31-37 has Jesus heal a deaf man with a speech 
impediment; when we do not hear, we cannot speak properly. Deafness in the Bible is 
symbolic for not hearing God’s word. Jesus, the Word of God, was not listened to by his 
own people and so in this Gospel we have Jesus go to gentile country, to outsiders who 
are eager to hear him. No matter who we are we need to hear God in our lives so that we 
can properly speak of God. To hear God’s word in our daily lives we need to truly listen. 

God continues to speak to us in many different ways including in the events of our 
times. We live in a frenetic tweeting world in which we are constantly formulating 
immediate responses and solutions. That is when we are called to pause, to be still and 
become good listeners. We need to listen not just to those around us but also to the 
outsiders whose voices are drowned out by search for power, greed and self-interests.  

In the Gospel Jesus traveled a long way to reach out to an outsider who seeks him 
in order to touch him and to open his ears and loosen his tongue. We too need to seek 
his presence, to be humble enough and to listen attentively so that Jesus can reach out to 
us and transform us the way he transformed the deaf person. Let us pray that Jesus may 
also speak to us his word “Ephaphatha … be opened!” 

 
Back in May 2015 Pope Francis called on every living person to care for our 

shared earth in his so important encyclical “Laudato Si”. Later that year he invited the 
whole Church to celebrate on Sept.1st the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. 
It became an annual ecumenical celebration of prayer and action for our common 
home, a Season of Creation, which will run till the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4th.    
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As Christians we are all called to renew our relationship with the Creator and with the 
whole of creation through celebration, conversion and commitment. This year’s theme 
is “A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God”. Oikos is the Greek word for 
“home” or “household”, and so this year’s focus is on the integral web of relationships 
that sustain the well-being of the Earth. Pope Francis is inviting us all, Christians and 
peoples of all faiths to participate in this annual Season “to renew our faith in the God 
of Creation and join in prayer and work for the care of our common home.” 

Our common experience of the Covid-19 pandemic as well as the global 
warming resulting in extreme weather conditions of drought, fires, floods, hurricanes 
and typhoons all have made us more aware of how we all need to do something now 
and to live a more environmentally sustainable lifestyle. We cannot leave it to someone 
else because we are all in this together.   

The Season of Creation website (https://seasonofcreation.org/) has lots of information 
and resources, including Guides with concrete suggestions of ways people can participate 
through prayer, sustainability projects, and advocacy. There’s also a forum where people can 
share the events they are planning for their communities and invite others to participate. In 
addition, the Laudato Si’ Movement has created a page of resources specifically for Catholics, 
including a toolkit for hosting a Season of Creation Petition Event, a guide to praying outdoors 
during the season, and information on ways to green your parish. 
Let us together with the Pope and the whole Church pray the Season of Creation 2021 Prayer: 

In this Season of Creation, we pray  
that the breath of your creative Word would move our hearts, 

as in the waters of our birth and baptism. 
Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in the beloved community. 

Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant 
and call to care for our common home. 

 
I also invite you to read and reflect on the following summary information:  

BACKGROUND FOR CATHOLICS ON RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS 
Senator Murray Sinclair, the Chief Commissioner of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), once said of 
the residential school system: “It was education that got us into this mess, and education will get us out”. 
The Diocese of Victoria has created a new page on its website with information about residential 

schools: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/residential-schools.  This “Background for Catholics”, adapted with 

permission from material provided by the Archdiocese of Toronto, includes information on the history of the schools, 
the recent announcements of unmarked graves, the archives and apologies of Catholic dioceses and religious 

orders, and past and current financial reparations. You can also download all the information in a single PDF here. 

 
Sharing this information is part of the Diocese’s response to the TRC’s Call to Action #59: to ensure that members 
of our Diocese learn about our Church's role in colonization, the history and legacy of residential schools, and why 
apologies to former residential school students, their families, and communities are necessary. 
As we read and reflect on this information, we call to mind the closing words of the Canadian Catholic Indigenous 

Council’s Prayer for Tolerance, Forgiveness and Reconciliation: 

        Shalom, fr Rolf, OP 
 
We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Jerry Loughead who died on Aug.22; funeral will be on Sept. 10 at St. Eliz. at 10:00 am 
Raymond Renaud who died on Sept. 3, 2020; funeral service was Sept. 3 at St. Eliz.  
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We welcome into our faith community in baptism: 
Sophiah Bajao Schneider, daughter of Michael and Airene 
Zeviana Tacluyan, daughter of Raphael and Gretyl 
Alejo Lorenzo Villafuerte, son of Rejean and Maria Carmina 
Lemuel Ralph Avila Rosales, son of Rafael and Jenilyn 
 

LETTER FROM OUR BISHOP GARY GORDON - AUG. 25, 2021: 
 

“The B.C. government has announced that effective August 25th, face coverings must 
be worn in all indoor public spaces throughout BC to help slow the transmission of 
COVID-19. Worship services are exempt from the provincial mask mandate; 
however, we strongly recommend that face coverings be worn by all people born in 
2009 or earlier during worship services. For all other uses of church buildings 
(parish social events, meetings of church groups, hall bookings, etc.), face 
coverings must be worn.  

A face covering is defined as a medical or non-medical mask that covers the nose and 
mouth. Face shields are not a substitute for a mask, as there is an opening below the 
mouth. As described on the government’s website 
(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions), there are a number of 
conditions under which a person is not required to wear a face covering. These 
exceptions must be respected, and compassion, good judgement, and pastoral sensitivity 
are encouraged.  

An updated set of General and Liturgical Directives are attached and have been 
posted online in accordance with the new mask mandate 
(https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/responsetocovid19-0). We remind all parishes of the 
key Directives that remain in place, including:  

• Parishioners in the Diocese of Victoria remain dispensed from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass at a church. Anyone who is sick or not feeling well must 
stay home.  
• Parishioners are to be reminded not to shake hands or hug each other during the  

Kiss of Peace, unless they are sitting together as a family unit. Continuing the sign of 
peace with a gesture, such as bowing, is recommended.  
• All people distributing Communion must either stand behind a clear Plexiglas screen 

or wear a face covering.  
• Communion in this Diocese will continue to be distributed on the hand only.  
 
As Pope Francis said in his video message on August 17th, “Getting vaccinated is a 

simple yet profound way to care for one another, especially the most vulnerable. I 
pray to God that each one of us can make his or her own small gesture of love… 
small gestures for a better future”.  

All Catholics who are able to do so are encouraged to follow the example of Pope 
Francis, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Bishop Gary and receive the Covid-19 vaccine; 
widespread vaccination is our path to restriction-free liturgical gatherings, 
activities, and visits.  
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Please keep in prayer the many places in our world that do not have the kind of health 
care system that we do, nor an equitable access to vaccines. Thank you for your prayers 
and efforts as we work together during these challenging times.” 

          Bishop Gary Gordon 
 
 

BC MINISTRY of  HEALTH: 
“As COVID-19 vaccinations are administered throughout the province, we can gather in-
person again to share hope, healing, restoration and recovery. As pillars of strength, 
religious organizations and faith-based worship services play a critical role in 
connecting the community by supporting beneficial and safe social interactions. … 
But give others space. Not everyone will feel comfortable being close to others, 
including sitting, standing shoulder-to-shoulder or shaking hands. While there are no 
size limits on worship services (indoor or outdoor), faith leaders should encourage 
everyone to spread out in the available space before, during, and after services.” 
 
SECOND COLLECTION SEPT 12 -  
We will be having a second collection for “Needs of the Church in the Holy Land”.  We normally would have had 
this collection back on Good Friday (April 2), however we were closed due to the pandemic.  Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.  
 
E-TRANSFER DONATIONS CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH 
E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca . Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” 
feature and therefore we do not require a security question to complete the transfer. Thank you for all your 
weekly donations, including Pre-Authorized Debit’s (PAD’s).  Your generosity is helping the Parish to stay afloat. 
 

 
British Columbia Bishops’ Campaign in Support of Healing and Reconciliation 
The Catholic bishops of British Columbia recognize the need for a province-wide initiative to raise 
funds to support healing and reconciliation among Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. This 
appeal will launch formally in September 2021, at which time further details will be provided. 
The goal of the Campaign is to support residential school survivors and Indigenous communities in 
our province as part of our ongoing response to the recommendations of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. This includes projects that promote healing and reconciliation. As part 
of this process, each bishop will consult with Indigenous leadership, survivors, elders, and other community 
members. The bishops of British Columbia sincerely hope that this Campaign will help to restore trust and further 
the ongoing journey to truth and reconciliation. In our Diocese of Victoria, donations may be made on-line at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/donate-healing-reconciliation  
Or you can drop off at our parish or in the Sunday collection either cash in an envelope or cheque payable 
to the “Diocese of Victoria”; in the memo put “Healing & Reconciliation”.  
 
BIRTHRIGHT’S ANNUAL STROLLERTHON – SEPT. 11 
The Lally family from our parish are walking and would love to have your support!  Please see the Strollerthon 
poster and pledge forms in the lobby of the church. Clearly labelled pledges (please mark ‘Strollerthon’ on the 
outside of the envelope and include your name and contact details inside) may be left in the office or dropped in the 
collection plate.   

mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
https://clickthrough.mysecurelinks.net/ls/click?upn=4Gztg6ERIzSJLqZvV0oOgmkdt8biKDvKW8-2BWMzC1Qa0naU4mgnEnTpoSjoXeyvWl9tS-2BMbgAmBosM4UV4wLZ0dOY8Y7Cw74cHgiKMygke9w-3DB4My_3RlhrorpmJuzZbHyhhjnZeZThu0VyivYrSrt-2FwSl6fgR0pKf8p1VKgT21GFPLNZkDOQxF-2Fm3trAD-2BwVBsmkQGIE57rvYrekYnNWnnPEN7qCMJ2kqRcCyxFft7dIlMpz9E-2Bcc09HhD56e7DHvBwNSgbUdcASTqrvR73o5wvjZj7y7qJYFOKK0uG0KwSwLKv-2FBlEd5YbjEpAq9AZmtltPqQhtJZRiSABYPzoNP54M2-2F4MIK1EizHX7ecDm87qbbO2-2FFxgDG-2F60RW4FAqHu5KR-2Bba4ZKKEV5TOTZbcNYPM82bbtmFWv7im2r2ZNnlfuIgOTRffPrSTmmbq7aQJFiXOkrcuYIeibFCsY-2FqBMeNfUZyIh2G36B4kXyeVuacE6NMZSk1uyJn46Cog6sfHGqNqKfD8QDMDirTqLEcMepGFfqOM-3D

