
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take courses 
untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 

 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com 
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: Sunday 8:30 am. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tues., Wedn., Thurs. and first Friday of the month:  9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 – 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 
Dear members of our faith community;              Pastor’s corner – August 14, 2022 
 

This is the public reflection which Pope Francis made on August 3 at his general audience in Rome: 
“Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
Today I would like to share some reflections with you on the Apostolic journey I made to Canada in recent 
days. It was unlike the other journeys. In fact, the main motivation was to meet the Indigenous peoples to 
express to them my closeness and my sorrow, and to ask for forgiveness — to ask for forgiveness — for 
the harm done to them by those Christians, including many Catholics, who, in the past, collaborated in the 
forced assimilation and enfranchisement policies of the governments of the time. 
In this sense, Canada has embarked on the process of writing a new page in the journey that the Church 
has been making together with the Indigenous peoples for some time. Indeed, the motto of the journey, 
“Walking together” explains this somewhat. A path of reconciliation and healing, which presupposes 
historical knowledge, listening to the survivors, awareness and, above all, conversion, a change of 
mentality. This in-depth study shows that, on the one hand, some men and women of the Church were 
among the most decisive and courageous supporters of the dignity of the Indigenous peoples, coming to 
their defense and contributing to raising awareness of their languages and cultures; but, on the other hand, 
there was unfortunately no shortage of Christians, that is, priests, men and women religious and laypeople, 
who participated in programs that today we understand are unacceptable and also contrary to the Gospel. 
And this is why I went to ask for forgiveness, on behalf of the Church. 
It was therefore a penitential pilgrimage. There were many joyful moments, but the overall meaning and 
tone was reflection, repentance and reconciliation. Four months ago, I received in the Vatican, in separate 
groups, representatives of the Indigenous peoples. There were six meetings to prepare for the events. 
There were three main stages in the pilgrimage: the first, in Edmonton, in the western part of the country; 
the second, in Québec, in the east; and the third, in the north, in Iqaluit, 300 kms from the Arctic Circle. 
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The first meeting took place in Maskwacis — which means “Bear Hills” — where leaders and members of 
the main Indigenous groups from all over the country gathered: First Nations, Métis and Inuit. Together 
we remembered: the good memory of the thousand-year history of these peoples, in harmony with their 
land. This is one of the most beautiful things about the Indigenous peoples, their harmony with the land. 
They never mistreat creation, never. In harmony with the land. And we also recalled the painful memory of 
the abuses they suffered in the residential schools, as a result of cultural assimilation policies. 
After remembrance, the second step of our journey was that of reconciliation. Not a compromise between 
us — it would be an illusion, a mise en scène — but allowing ourselves to be reconciled by Christ, who is 
our peace (cf. Eph 2:14). We did this by keeping as a point of reference the image of the tree, central to the 
life and symbolism of the Indigenous peoples. 
Remembrance, reconciliation, and therefore healing. We took this third step of the journey on the banks of 
Lac Sainte-Anne, precisely on the day of the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne. We can all draw from 
Christ, source of living water, and there, in Jesus, we saw the Father’s closeness who heals our wounds 
and also forgives our sins. 
From this journey of remembrance, reconciliation and healing springs hope for the Church, in Canada and 
everywhere. And there, the image of the disciples of Emmaus who, after walking with the risen Jesus, with 
Him and thanks to Him, passed from failure to hope (cf. Lk 24:13-35). 
As I said at the beginning, the journey together with the Indigenous peoples formed the backbone of this 
Apostolic Journey. It provided the framework for the two meetings with the local Church and with the 
Authorities of the Country, to whom I wish to reiterate my sincere gratitude for their great hospitality and the 
warm welcome they gave me and my collaborators. And the same to the bishops. Before the Governors, 
Indigenous leaders and the Diplomatic Corps, I reaffirmed the active will of the Holy See and the local 
Catholic communities to promote the Indigenous cultures, with appropriate spiritual paths and with attention 
to the customs and languages of the peoples. At the same time, I noted how the colonizing mentality is 
present today in various forms of ideological colonization, threatening the traditions, history and religious 
bonds of the people, ‘flattening out’ differences, focusing only on the present and often neglecting duties 
towards the weakest and most fragile. It is therefore a matter of recovering a healthy balance, 
recovering harmony, which is more than balance; it is something else. To recover harmony between 
modernity and ancestral cultures, between secularization and spiritual values. And this directly addresses 
the mission of the Church, sent all over the world to bear witness to and “sow” a universal fraternity that 
respects and promotes the local dimension with its multiple riches (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli tutti, 142-
153). I have already said it, but I wish to reaffirm my thanks to the civil Authorities, the Governor General, 
the Prime Minister, the local Authorities of the places I went: I thank you very much for the way in which you 
contributed to the fulfilment of the objectives and gestures I mentioned. And I wish to thank the Bishops, 
above all for the unity of the episcopate: meeting the goals of the journey was made possible because the 
Bishops were united, and where there is unity, one can proceed. Therefore, I would like to emphasise this 
and to thank the Bishops of Canada for this unity. 
And the final meeting took place in the name of hope, in the land of the Inuit, with the young and 
the elderly. And I assure you that in these encounters, especially the last one, I felt the pain of those people 
like slaps: the elderly who had lost their children and did not know what had become of them, due to this 
policy of assimilation. It was a very painful moment, but one we had to face: we must own up to our 
mistakes, to our sins. In Canada too, the young and the elderly form a key pairing, a sign of the times: the 
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young and the elderly in dialogue so as to walk together in history amid remembrance and prophecy, which 
are in agreement. May the fortitude and pacific action of the Indigenous peoples of Canada be an example 
for all aboriginal peoples not to close themselves off, but to offer their indispensable contribution for a more 
fraternal humanity that knows how to love creation and the Creator, in harmony with creation, in harmony 
among you all.”    Francis 

  

HELP WANTED! CAN YOU RISE TO THE CHALLENGE? 

We need someone who can tend to our garden beds at St. Elizabeth’s. This would only be once a month! 
The tasks include watering and weeding. We wish to thank Denis Turgeon who took on this role after Gary & 
Lucy Clark who returned to Saskatchewan: however due to health constraints he is unable to continue.  
 

SURFING WITH THE SPIRIT – VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Carla Fretwell is organizing a special summer fun program for children called “Surfing with 

the (Holy) Spirit” from Mon. Aug. 29 – Fri. Sept. 2. She needs help from adults and teen 
volunteers. Call her at 250-655-4159. Registration forms are in the foyer. 

 Click Here for August 14, 2022 Children's Liturgy 
 
THANK YOU – WE REACHED OUR GOAL OF $ 20K! 
The total funds raised for Ukraine relief was $20,338!! Amazing achievement!!  
In order to meet Canada Revenue rules which require us to give it to a Canadian 

charity dealing directly with Ukraine we have sent the money to Development and Peace (Caritas 
Canada) who will send the money to Caritas-Spes, an NGO of the RC Church in Ukraine.  
 

ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: SUN. AUG 21 
On the grounds of the St. Francis Pet Memorial Pathway which is on the St. 
Stephen property at 7921 St. Stephen Rd. (off Mt. Newton X Road). Churches 
invited to participate with the Parish of Central Saanich are Holy Trinity North 
Saanich, St. Andrew Sidney and the Saanich Peninsula Roman Catholic Parish. 
Our Outdoor Service will include music, prayers and readings from scripture. All 
animals should be brought in carriers or on leashes. Rain or shine. Our collection 
goes to the Victoria Humane Society. 

  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS GARAGE SALE: SAT. SEPT 10 
The Knights of Columbus will be holding another Garage Sale on Saturday, 
Sept 10th, 9am - 1 pm, at Our Lady of the Assumption parking lot at 
7742 West Saanich Road.This event is one of our larger fundraisers and 
provides us the opportunity to better support various charities.  Please look 
around your homes as this is a good opportunity to get rid of unused or 

unwanted items.  We accept most household items including furniture.  All items must be in good sellable 
condition.  No mattresses or clothing items are accepted. For more information contact Andre at: 250-588-
3580 OR email him at: twolapins@shaw.ca and we can arrange for pick up or a delivery to our storage in 
Brentwood. Your support would be most appreciated. 
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PASTORAL OUTREACH TRAINING: Register by September 20 
The valuable and free Pastoral Care Outreach Training series will be offered online again this fall. Nine 
sessions will be held via Zoom on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – noon, from Sept. 24, 2022, and 
running until Nov. 26 (no session on Oct. 8 for Thanksgiving). Participants will receive a Certificate of 
Completion. Participants require a phone number and email address, a computer, tablet, or smartphone 
with speakers, microphone, and webcam, and a reliable Internet connection. Previous graduates have 
commented: “Loved every minute of it! I would mark all nine session evaluations as EXTREMELY WELL!! 
The sessions were rich in the information presented and methods of delivery and discussion. I have 
appreciated these classes and the beautiful warm-hearted people I have met here. It was very motivating 
and the presentations were excellent. I have learned so much on this journey.” Please register through 
your local parish (656-7433) by Sept. 20. For further information, please email moiraking@shaw.ca  

 
PARISH  FINANCES 
Two major repair works are being carried out at St. Elizabeth. After about 10 years usage one of the two 
heat pumps on the roof is being replaced at a cost of $ 6,738.00 plus GST. 
A major drainage problem in the northern driveway just before you drive onto the street (please, observe 
the stop sign !), which caused flooding last November in our driveway and heating ducts, was repaired by 
Earthservice Drainmaster and the City of Sidney. The bill ($8,987.01) was less than expected. Thank you to 
Michael Kipot for his advice and for overseeing the project. 
We have decided to wait till early next year before going out to tender for the repair and painting of the 
outside wood around the St. Elizabeth church building. 
 
We are all affected by the higher cost of living especially those who are on a fixed income; the parish is 
also. As you well know a five or ten dollar bill is worth only a fraction of what it used to be ten or even five 
years ago. If at all possible we would like to continue to be able to reach out and support the several local 
and international communities who are much more in need than we are and whom we have helped for a 
number of years in their essential educational and formation needs. 
Please, remember that our Parish’s financial needs and costs are the same whether you are there on the 
weekend or not. The Parish thanks you for continuing and/or possibly increasing your weekly/monthly 
donations.  Your generosity is helping the Parish to pay its bills and to continue to help people in need. 
Our Lady of the Assumption and St. Elizabeth’s have both received permissible tax exemptions over the 
years. We wish to acknowledge and thank the District of Central Saanich and the Town of Sidney and hope 
they will provide us these grants again next year. We continue to pay municipal taxes on the rectory.    
 
DONATIONS TO OUR PARISH 
Our Canadian tax system allows you to reduce your taxes if you donate to churches. In this way you are 
encouraged to be generous so that the services provided will continue and grow. There are several ways that you 
can contribute while receiving a tax receipt. To receive a box of weekly offertory envelopes please contact the 
Parish Office.  
Please, consider giving through the monthly PAD Program “pre-authorized debit”, which can be arranged 
through the office; the PADs help to stabilize parish income.  
E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca . Our account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature. 
A humble request to those using envelopes: please, if you are giving for several weeks, put the combined donations 
into one envelope. Also, please, do not fold your bills before putting them in the envelopes and do not use tape to 
close the envelope. All this assists the work of the counters. Thank you. 
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