
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road: Sundays at 8:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Dear members of our faith community          December 19, 2021 
 
For a number of years now our Parish community gives a small donation to the Queen of Peace Monastery 
in the Garibaldi Highlands on the ancestral lands of the Squamish Nation, BC. We do so because we wish to 
be connected to the 12 Dominican contemplative nuns who pray unceasingly for peace in our world and in our 
hearts. Some of you have visited this monastery; the chapel with a glass wall allows contemplation of the 
Eucharistic presence as well as God’s presence in creation, the mountains, trees, birds, etc. 

  
But this community prays also in action: in welcoming 
visitors and retreatants, in the creation of icons, in the 
canning of organic vegetables and fruits, in making 
special soaps, etc. Using the Pilchuck mountain creek 
they celebrated this year the completion of a micro-
hydroelectricity renewable energy project which 
generates enough electricity to supply the 
monastery’s energy needs. During high water periods 
the excess energy generated is sold back to BC 
Hydro for an extra source of income.  
After a temporary evacuation during mountain fires 

last year a benefactor has installed a rooftop sprinkler system. 
In November the community re-elected Sister Claire Rolf OP as their Prioress. I had met this fellow 

Canadian in the mid 1990’s when she was prioress of the Dominican monastery in Langeac, west of Lyon in 
France. I like to share with you her reflection on Dominic who first established a Dominican monastery of 
women in 1206 in Prouilhe near Carcassonne in the south of France before he founded the Dominican Order.  
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“Celebrating St. Dominic: 800 years.  
During 2021 we are celebrating an important Jubilee. It has been eight centuries since the death of St. 
Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers, We give thanks for all the graces bestowed upon the Church 
and the world throughout these 800 years.  The Order has nurtured the vocations of saints and blessed such 
as Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, Catherine of Siena, Fra Angelico, Martin de Porres, Rose of Lima, 
Bartolome de Las Casas, etc. The list is long and continues to grow. It appears that our Father Dominic has 
been faithful to the promise he made on his death bed to continue accompany and help us.  
This Jubilee is an encouragement for the Order of Preachers to press forward towards the future. We will 
continue to embody our Dominican charism by listening and responding to the needs of the Church and our 
beloved world, The Holy Spirit will guide as we fly with the wings of compassion.  
This is the heart of the Dominican charism. It was a heart full of compassion that compelled Dominic to sell all 
his books while he studied in Valencia so as to feed the poor during the famine. It was compassion that 
compelled him to stay up all night to listen to the innkeeper who adhered to a heretical belief that the material 
world was evil and therefore the Word did not take flesh. As Dominic fed this innkeeper with the Word he 
realized that the world needed an Order of Preachers of the Word.  
It was also compassion that compelled Dominic to begin a monastery for the female Cathars who were 
reconciled with Catholicism through his preaching. After conversion, these women found themselves suddenly 
alienated from their families and were truly poor; they would never have been accepted in other established 
monasteries without dowries. It was simply unheard of in medieval monasticism. By providing them with a 
specifically Catholic model of religious life, nourished by the Word of God and a rich liturgical and sacramental 
life, they would model the message. The monastery was called the Holy Preaching of Prouilhe and preceded 
the establishment of the Order with the Friars Preachers and Lay Dominicans.  
May the Lord, through the intercession of Dominic, continue to bless you, the Church and the world through 
the Order of Preachers.” (cf. Website: www.dominicannunsbc.ca) 

 

We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Stan Hall, husband of Maureen, who died on Dec. 7. funeral service will be after Christmas. 
Wendy, daughter of Carla and Jim Fretwell, who died on Dec. 6. 
Stan Hall, husband of Alice, who died on Nov. 25; funeral service will be after Christmas. 

Congratulations to Kevin Lee & Melissa Gillespie on their wedding day, Dec. 11. 
We welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 Nash Adrian Grant, child of Thomas and Aranza 

 Thomas Innes Rae, child of Kamal and Melissa 

 

Here is a recent letter from Chris Harker with an update on Fr. Dan in Tanzania: 

“Dear Father Rolf, 
Many thanks for keeping me in the loop via the on-line newsletter re the happenings at St. Elizabeth’s.  
I thought I’d pass on a few quotes from a recent letter Catriona and I received from Dan. He apparently wrote 
it at 2 a.m. to the sound of a lone hyena laughing not far away. You may wish to share all/some of this with 
your parishioners, many of whom have been extremely generous. 
(When he says “you” he refers to my wife and me but also to everyone at St. Elizabeth’s) 

  

 



“I want to say from the bottom of my heart, thank you for your wonderful expression of love in 
how you have supported me. None of you will ever know what your donation has done for me. (Before 
receiving it) it was one of the toughest periods of my life here. Your donation saved me from dying of 
hunger. The local parish priest tried to help when he could. Survival was the name of the game. Eat 
less and pray. Remember, God will help you and in my case, God was Chris and Catriona and the 
people of St. Elizabeth’s. So, many thanks, again and again.” 

 
(He goes on to tell us that he has lost several good friends to Covid including one who was interested in 
purchasing his property to establish a cement factory! He tells us that although there is lots of vaccine in 
Tanzania, there is great reluctance in the rural areas to be vaccinated. He has been told to stop hugging 
people!” He goes on to mention that all his family members have died except for some distant nieces in 
Ireland. Dan has been in Tanzania for 59 years and has no intention of leaving. 
He ends with, I say goodbye and I thank you all for your love and kindness. To all your friends 
who supported me (ie: St. Elizabethians), God Bless you all – I love you all. 

  

If you permit it and if Father Dan remains hale and hearty, I would appreciate being able to make another 
appeal to your parishioners in late January or early February 2022? 
All the best to you Father Rolf and everyone at St. Elizabeth’s for a happy Christmas and a fulfilling 
(and less restrictive) 2022.               Chris Harker” 

 
                                               SHALOM !     Fr. Rolf, OP  
 

 
CHILDREN’S CORNER – LITURGY & ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
We have included this space within our Bulletin for the children and families of our 
parish! Due to the pandemic, we understand that not everyone can attend mass right 
now. Therefore, for the time being, we will include weekly children’s liturgy notes with 
an activity  that kids and parents can do at home (only 2 pages!). Please read the 
Scriptures with the children first before the activity.   

 Click Here for Dec 19 Children's Liturgy 
If you have children who are 8 years and older who have not yet received the sacraments of Confirmation & 
First Communion, let us know at 250-656-7433 or e-mail: spparish@shaw.ca We will explore online or in-
person preparation for the sacraments to be celebrated in late spring or early summer 2022   
 

FRANCISCAN YOUTH GROUP 
Sacred Heart Parish Family Formation Ministry hosts a Franciscan youth group 
(on zoom on Sundays at 1pm) which focuses on the Care of our Common 
Home.  This opportunity for young people grade 4 to grade 12 is extended to 
other young people in our diocese who would like the opportunity to connect 
with other youth.  There may also be individuals with a particular interest in this 
area and others in remote locations who would like to join in.  If you would like 

more information or to register, please contact Lidia Moodie at religioused@sacredheartvictoria.com 

 
 

  

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:b5581f29-2078-4856-ba5f-585edcf2175b#pageNum=1
mailto:spparish@shaw.ca
mailto:religioused@sacredheartvictoria.com


 
 

2021 CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

   In accordance with Provincial and Diocesan Health Regulations we are limiting the number    
of people attending Christmas and New Year Masses to 50% of capacity.  

HOW WILL WE DO THIS? 
BY GIVING TICKETS!! Tickets for the 6:30pm & 9:00pm on Christmas Eve and the 10:30am 

Christmas Day are available to pick up in the lobby Monday to Friday 9am-noon or after 
masses on the weekend.  

No Tickets required for the 3:00pm Christmas Eve & 4:00pm Christmas Day. 
 

Christmas Eve 
FRIDAY, Dec. 24 

3:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
6:30 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
9:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 
Christmas Day 

SATURDAY, Dec. 25 
10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
4:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

 
SUNDAY, Dec. 26 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

TUESDAY - THURSDAY  Dec. 28 - 30  
  9:00 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

  
New Year’s Eve  
FRIDAY, Dec. 31  

  7:00 pm - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

New Year’s Day: SATURDAY Jan. 1  
10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

 
SUNDAY, Jan. 2 

10:30 am - Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
  

Please note: there will be no masses at Our Lady of the Assumption  
at Christmas, New Year’s & Jan. 2



REVISED COVID-19 DIRECTIVES  

Please find below, links to a memo from Bishop Gary Gordon regarding new directives for maximum 
capacity (50%) and mask wearing during worship services as well as updated General and Liturgical 
Directives and Music Ministry Covid-19 Prevention Plan. 
 Memo regarding new directives for maximum capacity and mask wearing during 

worship services (December 7, 2021) 
 General and Liturgical Directives - December 7, 2021 update (December 7, 2021) 

Music Ministry Covid-19 Prevention Plan - December 7, 2021 update (December 7, 
2021) 

 
YEAR END GIVING TO THE PARISH  

Some of you may be considering donating a little extra. 
Donations are tax-deductible. Canada has a generous 
tax credit system for donors to charities like ours.  Your 
income taxes payable are reduced by 33% of the 
donations you have made to charitable organizations 
including us.  For example, you have made donations for the year of say $3000, then after deducting 
the $200 standard reduction, you can reduce your calculated taxes by $927.  We appreciate any 
additional contributions you may be willing to spare. 
 
THE  Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2022 ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH. 
Please pick yours up before or after mass or during office hours Tues-Frid. 9:00 am - noon. 
Please, do not use these new envelopes until the new year 2022. 
 

 
SAXOPHONE & PIANO WINTER BENEFIT CONCERT CAN BE LIVESTREAMED 
THANK YOU to everyone who attended the concert on Dec. 11 and for your generous donations to support the 
Sidney Food Bank. A total of $633 was raised!! 
 
 
NEW HANTI SIDRA GIFT CARDS NOW AVAILABLE 
Christmas is coming!  Hanti Sidra cards are the perfect gift for your family and friends who need nothing but 
would like to help those less fortunate. This year, four themed cards are available.  One card can be chosen for 
each $20 of your donation to the work supported by Hanti Sidra in South Sudan and Eritrea.  Cards will be 
available in the church foyer after mass each week until Christmas.  You can also phone Stephanie Schroeder at 
250-655-3635 to make a donation and order cards.  
 
Please, consider giving to this year’s Diocesan Appeal “Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation.” 
This year, possibly more than ever before, there is a need for reconnection and reconciliation with members of our 
parishes and Indigenous communities in our Diocese.  
Continuing on the theme of “Hope” that was started last year, this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal is called:  
“Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”.  The overall Appeal goal has been increased to $1 Million with 
the entire net proceeds (after the parish portion) being dedicated to support healing and reconciliation in 
Indigenous communities.   
Please, note that the appeal funds will be dedicated to the following specific programs: 

 Supporting the development of an Ahousaht Community Wellness program 
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 Providing a grant for the Ahousaht Cultural Centre Building 

 Offering “Returning to Spirit” © Healing and Reconciliation programs for both Indigenous and Non-
Indigenous people 

 Continuing to support ongoing outreach efforts to Indigenous communities to build and strengthen our 
relationships with each other 

The Appeal goal was to be increased last year but the Covid-19 pandemic precluded that change. With the new 
focus on Indigenous reconciliation and after 11 years with the original $750,000 goal it was decided to increase 
the goal to $ 1 million and to update individual parish goals.   
Parish goals are determined using a five-year average of collection income prorated across the Appeal goal.  
This year our own Saanich Peninsula Parish (St. Elizabeth and Our Lady of the Assumption) goal is:  
$ 58,000; the Parish portion will go to our own project, which is to support the Parish communities of St. 
Francis of Assissi in Tofino and Holy Family in Ucluelet, as determined by Parish Council by e-mail.  

 
Where we are to date (We’re now at 75.12% of our target!!):  
Assigned Saanich Peninsula Parish goal this year is: $58,000  
Pledged to date: $43,571.00.00 with 118 participants  
The parish share has not changed and continues with: 

 Every dollar raised up to the goal – 20% is for the parish project. 

 Every dollar raised above the goal – 80% is for the parish project. 
As last year the Diocesan Appeal has expanded the ways of reaching out to all of the parish 
communities, using the website and email as well as the more traditional announcements from the 
pulpit, bulletin inserts and a Diocesan wide mail out. This helps keep overhead and administrative 

costs to a minimum, just under 7%.  
The Diocesan Development Office (250-479-1331) welcomes your questions and will provide explanations and 
suggestions for the Bishop’s Appeal. Again, thank you for your generous commitment of support for this worthwhile 
project. It is through your commitment and efforts that we will be able to continue to pursue our goal in the 
“Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”.  

 
KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS CHARITY APPEAL 
The K of C Charity Appeal tickets - only $3, with a 1st Prize of $60,000, all cash prizes. Can only be bought 
online with a credit card, by going to the website:www.KofCDraw.net/C9703 The money is used to support 
local charities and the Bishops of BC. A limited number of tickets means your chances are very good. If you 
need help purchasing tickets, please contact Jim Williams at 250-656-9658 or email him at:  

jim.williams@smus.ca. 

 
 
 

SOUP KITCHEN AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL 
The Soup Kitchen at St. Andrew's Cathedral is accepting 
donations of men's/women's gloves, hats scarves and socks.  
Each morning, over 100 seniors, low-income workers, people 
unhoused or living at risk, receive a nutritious protein-rich 
bagged meal prepared by our dedicated volunteers. What a 

difference your donations will bring with additional layers of warmth for these folks as they continue 
their day! Donations can be dropped off at the Soup Kitchen, 740 View Street, Monday to Friday from 
7:00 am to 10:00 am.  Or email/call to arrange a pick up (thesoupkitchen.ca@gmail.com (778) 440-
7687).  Thank you for your support and compassion for those in need in our community! 
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