
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: NO Mass until further notice 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Dear members of our faith community          January 2, 2021 
 

As we begin the new year 2022 I wish to send you my and our faith community’s prayers and wishes 
for a Blessed 2022 filled with serenity and good health. Let us remember that most of us are truly blessed 
in so many ways. Let us especially reach out to those who are struggling in these difficult and trying times 
and to the many who continue to work hard and long hours in nursing homes and long-term care. We can 
show our solidarity by keeping in touch by phone or e-mail messages and especially in keeping all present 
in our thoughts and prayers. 

As the Omicron variant is spreading I am reminding us all that we need to follow the BC and Diocesan 
health regulations. Since just before Christmas all our masses are limited to 50 % of capacity and will 
continue to be so until further notice. I urge you to, please, to stay home if you are fragile, not feeling well, 
or if you have not been vaccinated. 

Because of the same health regulations and the fact that the Our Lady of Assumption church is small 
with tight spaces I have decided that we will not have any Sunday masses at Our Lady of the Assumption 
for the time being. It is just too difficult to maintain reasonable social distancing in the little church. 
However, in order not to overload the 10:30 mass we will have a 8:30 am Sunday mass at St. Elizabeth’s 
beginning January 9. 
  
 Hoping that you have been able to have a Blessed Christmas with family or/and friends I wish that the 
same joy and peace continue in your lives in the weeks to come. I also wish to thank all of you for your 
prayers and wishes for me personally and for the wonderful gifts that made Christmas special for me. 
    

I present to you the same short reflection which was in the Christmas bulletin: 
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During our Advent journey we were invited to “keep awake” to prepare ourselves, to search for 
God in the midst of the troubles times that the world is living and to be ready for someone to enter or 
rather re-enter our hearts and our lives and our world. Through the beautiful Scripture readings we were 
reassured of God’s care and of God’s promise to be with us on our life’s journey in the midst of communal 
confusion and uncertainties and personal darkness. All we need to do is to “turn to me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth, says the Lord (Isaiah 45:21).” “Be strong, do not fear (Isaiah 1:5)!” Paul told us emphatically: 
“Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God (Philippians 4:5).” And yes, we 
are tired and fed up with the pandemic and are praying for an end but we also realize that there are far more 
people who are worse off and that we are truly blessed.  

Advent assures us that our waiting in patience and expectancy are worth it, that God comes in 
our hearts as a gift, the greatest gift of all to be shared with others. John the Baptist told us that gift 
will not let us down in difficult times because it has a lifetime guarantee: “(Jesus the Christ) will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16).” Yes, God is already there “active and alive (Hebrews 4:12)”, to 
be discovered in our hearts and all around us even, and maybe especially, in the midst of the anxiety and the 
troubled times we are living. As partners in faith and hope we are doing so together! 
 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, "God is with us." 
(Matthew 1:23) Meister Eckhart (1260-1328), the German Dominican mystic wrote: “We are all meant to be 
mothers of God. What good is it to me if this eternal birth of the divine Son takes place unceasingly, but does 
not take place within myself? And, what good is it to me if Mary is full of grace if I am not also full of grace? 
What good is it to me for the Creator to give birth to his Son if I do not also give birth to him in my time and my 
culture? This, then, is the fullness of time: When the Son of Man is begotten in us.” 

Many parishioners have recognized Christ by reaching out to others and especially the poor nearby 
and far off, in prayer, by phone/internet, by your donations, etc. So, we offer you our prayer of blessing and 
our deep thanks for being part of our Parish's outreach ministries making a home for Christ in all His 
many disguises both here and in other parts of the world. Let us place all these people in our nativity 
scenes because it is in the midst of our world in turmoil that “today is born our Savior”. The joy of this birth 
comes with all the care and love that accompanies such a new birth when we feed the hungry and welcome 
home the lost and the stranger; when we reach out to those searching or forgotten, bring meaning and hope to 
the depressed; when we create the peace of reconciliation. 

During these festive days when you are fewer people coming together because of Omicron I invite you 
to reflect together on the meaning of Christmas; invite each member to say a few words. Give gifts of your 
heart, your time or your hands. When you wrap your presents pray for those who will receive the gifts; that 
prayer may be your greatest gift of all. Let us all treasure the greatest gift of all which God gives every day of 
our life. Let us see ourselves and each other as the greatest gift to the rest of the world; let us challenge our 
children and grandchildren to see that Christmas binds us together with others, that we belong to each other; 
that it is a time for giving of ourselves as well as receiving. 
As a community of faith in the "Child born to us" let us wish one another the joy of Christ, Emmanuel, 
God-with-us, Who comes to us in so many disguises. During this holy season may we all experience 
the continued joy and peace of His coming, and may we learn to recognize Him when He comes.  
 Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.   Shalom  Fr. Rolf, OP 
 



 
BISHOP GARY’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

“Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ,  
Christmastime  is  upon  us,  with  the  manifestation and revelation  of  the  One  who has  come  to 

set us  free, so we  may  in turn “proclaim  liberty  to the  captives, and release  to the  prisoners”. This  
Christmas,  I  would like  to invite  the  whole  people  of  God to embrace  the  gift  of  liberty  that a fearless  
soul-searching  truth  will bring  into  two  areas  of  our  lives. First,  the  truth that  the  earth itself  needs  
freedom  from  the  captivity  of  insatiable  consumption of the beauty  and  gifts  of  creation, which  creates  
an  ever-increasing  expansion of  the  desertification of  what  should be  a  garden of  delight  and health for  
all.   In the  light  of  this  truth, we  pray  for freedom  from  the  captivity  of  “having”,  so  we may  enjoy  the  
liberty  of  being  children of  God and  co-heirs  with Christ. And second,  in the  truth  of  our  frailty  and  
weakness,  may  this  Christmas  be  a  time  for  a  deep renewal  of our  awareness  of  our  vulnerability  
and  smallness,  in  imitation  of  the  smallness  of  our Saviour  Jesus, born  in a  humble  stable. Christmas  
once  again is  the  invitation to embrace  the  liberty  and freedom  offered by  our  God to each  of  us,  and 
the  whole  world,  in  the  communion, participation, and mission of  Emmanuel.  May we welcome  this  
invitation to risk an encounter  with  the  demanding  cry  of  the  poorest Prince of  Peace,  so  that all may  
have  liberty,  life,  and a  peace  the  world cannot  give. May the  joy of  Christ’s  birth  embrace  you and  
your  families  with abundant  love.   Merry Christmas!” 

In Communion, Gary Gordon,  Bishop of  Victoria 
 

 
We offer condolences to the family and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 Guy Jensen who died on Dec. 30; we will remember him in a special way on Jan. 16 at 10:30 

Stan Hall, husband of Maureen, who died on Dec. 7. funeral service will be after Christmas. 
Wendy, daughter of Carla and Jim Fretwell, who died on Dec. 6. 
Stan Hall, husband of Alice, who died on Nov. 25; funeral service will be after Christmas. 

Congratulations to Kevin Lee & Melissa Gillespie on their wedding day, Dec. 11. 
We welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 Nicholas Akmimana Wikremasinghe Chang, child of Adeesha and Venessa 

 Nash Adrian Grant, child of Thomas and Aranza 

 Thomas Innes Rae, child of Kamal and Melissa 

 
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM TIMOR LESTE: 

“Our dear Fr. Rolf and parishioners: 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! Christmas is here once again giving us hope for 
a better New Year filled with blessings from above. The sisters and the children are very grateful to you for 
making our year 2021 filled with blessings, in spite of the pandemic, the flood that destroyed the orphanage’s 
fence, ceiling, roof and filled our compound with water. You are our mission partners in spreading the love and 
peace that Jesus brought in this world. Your support makes our mission alive and goes on. On the eve of 
Jesus’ birth and everyday we will remember you in a special way in our prayers. May the Lord’s blessings 
accompany you always. Keep our love and prayers, The sisters and the children” 

 



 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM OUR ISLAND’S WEST COAST PARISHES 

 
“Dear Parishioners of Saanich Peninsula Parish: 
Blessed are those who give and share generously not only on Christmas but all through the year!  
The West Coast Missions of Holy Family, Ucluelet and St. Francis of Assisi, Tofino are immensely grateful for 
all your financial support.   
May your generosity be returned ten-fold this Christmas and throughout the coming year. May God's blessing 
shine down upon ALL of you and your families! 
Loving greetings from the West Coast Missions Parishioners”  Sister Lilia Semeniego 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A recent letter from Chris Harker with an update on Fr. Dan in Tanzania: 

“Dear Father Rolf, 
Many thanks for keeping me in the loop via the on-line newsletter re the happenings at St. Elizabeth’s.  
I thought I’d pass on a few quotes from a recent letter Catriona and I received from Dan. He apparently wrote 
it at 2 a.m. to the sound of a lone hyena laughing not far away. You may wish to share all/some of this with 
your parishioners, many of whom have been extremely generous. 
(When he says “you” he refers to my wife and me but also to everyone at St. Elizabeth’s) 



“I want to say from the bottom of my heart, thank you for your wonderful expression of love in 
how you have supported me. None of you will ever know what your donation has done for me. (Before 
receiving it) it was one of the toughest periods of my life here. Your donation saved me from dying of 
hunger. The local parish priest tried to help when he could. Survival was the name of the game. Eat 
less and pray. Remember, God will help you and in my case, God was Chris and Catriona and the 
people of St. Elizabeth’s. So, many thanks, again and again.” 
(He goes on to tell us that he has lost several good friends to Covid including one who was interested in 
purchasing his property to establish a cement factory! He tells us that although there is lots of vaccine in 
Tanzania, there is great reluctance in the rural areas to be vaccinated. He has been told to stop hugging 
people!” He goes on to mention that all his family members have died except for some distant nieces in 
Ireland. Dan has been in Tanzania for 59 years and has no intention of leaving. 
He ends with, I say goodbye and I thank you all for your love and kindness. To all your friends 
who supported me (ie: St. Elizabethians), God Bless you all – I love you all. 
If you permit it and if Father Dan remains hale and hearty, I would appreciate being able to make another 
appeal to your parishioners in late January or early February 2022? 
All the best to you Father Rolf and everyone at St. Elizabeth’s for a happy Christmas and a fulfilling 
(and less restrictive) 2022.               Chris Harker” 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER – LITURGY & ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
We have included this space within our Bulletin for the children and families of 
our parish! Due to the pandemic, we understand that not everyone can attend 
mass right now. Therefore, for the time being, we will include weekly children’s 
liturgy notes with an activity  that kids and parents can do at home (only 2 

pages!). Please read the Scriptures with the children first before the activity.   
Click Here for Jan 1, 2022 Children's Liturgy 
If you have children who are 8 years and older who have not yet received the sacraments of 
Confirmation & First Communion, let us know at 250-656-7433 or e-mail: spparish@shaw.ca We will 
explore online or in-person preparation for the sacraments to be celebrated in late spring or early 
summer 2022   

 
 
KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS CHARITY APPEAL 
The K of C Charity Appeal tickets - only $3, with a 1st Prize of $60,000, all cash prizes. Can only be 
bought online with a credit card, by going to the website:www.KofCDraw.net/C9703 The money is 
used to support local charities and the Bishops of BC. A limited number of tickets means your chances 
are very good. If you need help purchasing tickets, please contact Jim Williams at 250-656-9658 or 
email him at:  jim.williams@smus.ca. 

https://spparish.com/files/docs/Jan_1__2022.pdf
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REVISED COVID-19 DIRECTIVES  
Please find below, links to the memo from Bishop Gary Gordon regarding directives for maximum capacity 
(50%) and mask wearing during worship services as well as updated General and Liturgical Directives and 
Music Ministry Covid-19 Prevention Plan. 
 Memo regarding new directives for maximum capacity and mask wearing during 

worship services (December 7, 2021) 
 General and Liturgical Directives - December 7, 2021 update (December 7, 2021) 

Music Ministry Covid-19 Prevention Plan - December 7, 2021 update (December 7, 
2021) 

 
PASTORAL OUTREACH TRAINING: Register by Thursday, January 20 
The Pastoral Care Outreach Training series will again be offered online this winter.  Nine free sessions 
will be held via Zoom on Saturday mornings from 9:30 – noon, starting on January 29, 2022 and 
running until April 9, 2022 (with a break for Spring Break, Mar 19 and March 26).  Participants who 
attend all sessions will receive a Certificate of Completion. This training is for those who wish to reach 
out to the sick and homebound. 
Participants will require a phone number and email address, a computer, tablet or smartphone with 
speakers, microphone and webcam, and a reliable internet connection.  To register, please contact your 
parish office by Thursday, January 20th.  For further information, please email:  moiraking@shaw.ca  
 
 
Diocesan Appeal “Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation.” 
Thank you all for participating in this year’s Diocesan Appeal which has ended on December 31. If all the 
pledges are received by the Diocese, our Parish will have reached 81.78% of our goal of $58,000. Our total  
contributions reached $ 47,431.40 with 181 participants! The Parish portion will go to our own project, 
which is to support the Parish communities of St. Francis of Assissi in Tofino and Holy Family in Ucluelet. 
Tax receipts for the Appeal will be sent by the Diocese in February 2022. 
 

 
 
 

https://fs.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Memo%20revised%20directives%20Dec%207%202021.pdf
https://fs.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/Memo%20revised%20directives%20Dec%207%202021.pdf
https://fs.hubspotusercontent00.net/hubfs/2912651/General%20and%20Liturgical%20Directives%20-%20Dec%207%202021%20update.pdf
mailto:moiraking@shaw.ca

