
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take courses 
untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 

 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com 
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: Sunday 8:30 am. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tues., Wedn., Thurs. and first Friday of the month:  9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 – 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 
Dear members of our faith community;                 Pastor’s corner – July 24, 2022 
 

Accompany Pope Francis on his journey of healing and reconciliation: 
Pope Francis’ visit to Canada begins this Sunday, July 24th. As we prepare to welcome the Pope, all 
people are invited to participate in this historic journey of healing and reconciliation. 
As a first step, take some time to reflect and pray about the meaning and importance of this visit. Vatican 
News has published an editorial about Pope Francis’ “penitential pilgrimage”; another good resource is the 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle website, which includes prayers for healing and reconciliation. Novalis has 
also produced a digital booklet that includes prayers, reflections on the significance of the visit, and texts for 
all the liturgies that will be celebrated by the Pope. 
For those who hope to attend the visit in person, the final block of tickets for the July 26 Mass at 
Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton will be released online on Friday, July 22 at 9:30 am Pacific Time. The 
papal visit website (https://www.papalvisit.ca/) will have a link to the ticket ordering page. All tickets are free, 
and will likely be claimed very quickly. There are also public events in Quebec and Iqaluit; check the papal 
visit website for the most up-to-date information. 
There are also many opportunities to participate remotely in the Pope’s visit. The papal visit website will have 
livestream coverage featuring interpretation in many languages, including Indigenous languages and 
American Sign Language. The site will also share feeds from Vatican TV that include commentary in English, 
French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and German. Additionally, Salt & Light Catholic Media Foundation has 
a dedicated site with information and broadcast details for the papal visit. 
Throughout the liturgies that Pope Francis will celebrate in Canada, the Prayers of the Faithful speak again 
and again about healing and reconciliation. Together with the Pope and with Catholics across the country 
and around the world, we pray: 
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For the pursuit of reconciliation between all peoples of these lands and the Church, that together, we 
may help one another realize our God-given dignity and so enjoy the bonds of unity and peace; 
For a fresh outpouring of the Great Spirit over all of us gathered here and beyond, that we may 
experience healing, wholeness and peace; 
For all of the peoples who share this vast land now called Canada, that we may seek to live in 
harmony with one another and set an example of peaceful citizenship for the whole world; 

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

While we live in an increasingly connected world we also see the rise of individualism and nationalism. It 
seems that the notion of the common good is often thrown out of the window by individuals, communities, 
provincial and national bodies and states. Pope Francis in his very important encyclical Fratelli Tutti tries 
to underline the importance of “effective social and political love”. Here are some paragraphs of the 
encyclical (# 176-185). We and the world’s economic and political powers need to seriously consider and 
implement them (quotations in the text with numbers in brackets refer to previous pastoral documents):  
“SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHARITY 
176. For many people today, politics is a distasteful word, often due to the mistakes, corruption and inefficiency of some 

politicians. There are also attempts to discredit politics, to replace it with economics or to twist it to one ideology or 
another. Yet can our world function without politics? Can there be an effective process of growth towards universal 
fraternity and social peace without a sound political life?[157] 

The politics we need 
177. Here I would once more observe that “politics must not be subject to the economy, nor should the economy be subject 

to the dictates of an efficiency-driven paradigm of technocracy”.[158] Although misuse of power, corruption, disregard for 
law and inefficiency must clearly be rejected, “economics without politics cannot be justified, since this would make it 
impossible to favour other ways of handling the various aspects of the present crisis”.[159] Instead, “what is needed is a 
politics which is far-sighted and capable of a new, integral and interdisciplinary approach to handling the different 
aspects of the crisis”.[160] In other words, a “healthy politics… capable of reforming and coordinating institutions, 
promoting best practices and overcoming undue pressure and bureaucratic inertia”.[161] We cannot expect economics 
to do this, nor can we allow economics to take over the real power of the state. 

178. In the face of many petty forms of politics focused on immediate interests, I would repeat that “true statecraft is manifest 
when, in difficult times, we uphold high principles and think of the long-term common good. Political powers do not find it 
easy to assume this duty in the work of nation-building”,[162] much less in forging a common project for the human 
family, now and in the future. Thinking of those who will come after us does not serve electoral purposes, yet it is what 
authentic justice demands. As the Bishops of Portugal have taught, the earth “is lent to each generation, to be handed 
on to the generation that follows”.[163] 

179. Global society is suffering from grave structural deficiencies that cannot be resolved by piecemeal solutions or quick 
fixes. Much needs to change, through fundamental reform and major renewal. Only a healthy politics, involving the most 
diverse sectors and skills, is capable of overseeing this process. An economy that is an integral part of a political, social, 
cultural and popular programme directed to the common good could pave the way for “different possibilities which do not 
involve stifling human creativity and its ideals of progress, but rather directing that energy along new channels”.[164] 

Political love 
180. Recognizing that all people are our brothers and sisters, and seeking forms of social friendship that include everyone, is 

not merely utopian. It demands a decisive commitment to devising effective means to this end. Any effort along these 
lines becomes a noble exercise of charity. For whereas individuals can help others in need, when they join together in 
initiating social processes of fraternity and justice for all, they enter the “field of charity at its most vast, namely political 
charity”.[165] This entails working for a social and political order whose soul is social charity.[166] Once more, I appeal 
for a renewed appreciation of politics as “a lofty vocation and one of the highest forms of charity, inasmuch as it seeks 
the common good”.[167] 
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181. Every commitment inspired by the Church’s social doctrine is “derived from charity, which according to the teaching of 
Jesus is the synthesis of the entire Law (cf. Mt 22:36-40)”.[168] This means acknowledging that “love, overflowing with 
small gestures of mutual care, is also civic and political, and it makes itself felt in every action that seeks to build a better 
world”.[169] For this reason, charity finds expression not only in close and intimate relationships but also in “macro-
relationships: social, economic and political”.[170] 

182. This political charity is born of a social awareness that transcends every individualistic mindset: “‘Social charity makes 
us love the common good’, it makes us effectively seek the good of all people, considered not only as individuals or 
private persons, but also in the social dimension that unites them”.[171] Each of us is fully a person when we are part of 
a people; at the same time, there are no peoples without respect for the individuality of each person. “People” and 
“person” are correlative terms. Nonetheless, there are attempts nowadays to reduce persons to isolated individuals 
easily manipulated by powers pursuing spurious interests. Good politics will seek ways of building communities at every 
level of social life, in order to recalibrate and reorient globalization and thus avoid its disruptive effects. 

Effective love 
183. “Social love”[172] makes it possible to advance towards a civilization of love, to which all of us can feel called. Charity, 

with its impulse to universality, is capable of building a new world.[173] No mere sentiment, it is the best means of 
discovering effective paths of development for everyone. Social love is a “force capable of inspiring new ways of 
approaching the problems of today’s world, of profoundly renewing structures, social organizations and legal systems 
from within”.[174] 

184. Charity is at the heart of every healthy and open society, yet today “it is easily dismissed as irrelevant for interpreting 
and giving direction to moral responsibility”.[175] Charity, when accompanied by a commitment to the truth, is much 
more than personal feeling, and consequently need not “fall prey to contingent subjective emotions and 
opinions”.[176] Indeed its close relation to truth fosters its universality and preserves it from being “confined to a narrow 
field devoid of relationships”.[177] Otherwise, it would be “excluded from the plans and processes of promoting human 
development of universal range, in dialogue between knowledge and praxis”.[178] Without truth, emotion lacks relational 
and social content. Charity’s openness to truth thus protects it from “a fideism that deprives it of its human and universal 
breadth”.[179] 

       185. Charity needs the light of the truth that we constantly seek. “That light is both the light of reason and the light of 
faith”,[180] and does not admit any form of relativism. Yet it also respects the development of the sciences and their 
essential contribution to finding the surest and most practical means of achieving the desired results. For when the good 
of others is at stake, good intentions are not enough. Concrete efforts must be made to bring about whatever they and 
their nations need for the sake of their development.”                                                                  Francis 

 
We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
John Weicker who died on July 12, 2022; funeral mass at St. Elizabeth on Tuesday July 26 at 12:00 noon 
Christopher Robert Loomer who died on July 15, 2022 
Denise Curtis who died on July 2, 2022 
Greta Elisabeth Williams, who died on July 1, 2022 
Johnny Baptist Underwood who died on July 1, 2022 
Peter Belair who died on June 30, 2022 
Betty Shearing who died on June 28 
Barry Williams who died on June 15, 2022 
Mary Martin who died on June 15, 2022 
Ian McKenzie who died on May 31, 2022 
 

We welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 Nico Kyle Monroe Clark, child of Jake and Flordeliza 

 Wynter Noelle Loyola, child of John and Suzzie 

 Terence James Pascua, child of Christopher and Jennifer 

 Remy Bear Augustine Bain, child of Jeremy and Dianna 
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SURFING WITH THE SPIRIT – VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Carla Fretwell is trying to organize a special summer fun program for children called 

“Surfing with the (Holy) Spirit” from Mon. Aug. 29 – Fri. Sept. 2. She will need help from 
adults and teen volunteers. Call her at 250-655-4159. Registration forms are in the foyer. 

Click Here for July 24, 2022 Children's Liturgy 
 
 

THANK YOU – WE REACHED OUR GOAL OF $ 20K! 
The Art Show and Bake Sale of June 26 raised another $1,843 in support of Ukraine Relief. 
Thank you to everyone who came out in support. Thank you to Maryanne Tomashewski and 

friends for organizing this event. Together with additional donations received in the past two weeks the 
New total of funds raised is $20,338!! Amazing achievement!! We will let you know in the next bulletin 
where and how this money will be distributed in the Ukraine while meeting Canada Revenue requirements 
(funds must be sent to a Canadian charity with contact in the Ukraine: they will send it).  

 
PARISH  FINANCES 
Two major repair works will be carried out at St. Elizabeth. After about 10 years usage one of the two heat 

pumps on the roof needs to be replaced at a cost of $ 6,738.00 plus GST. 
A major drainage problem in the northern driveway just before you drive onto the street (please, observe the 

stop sign !), which caused flooding last November in our driveway and heating ducts, is being repaired 
by Earthservice Drainmaster and the City of Sidney. Until the extent of the work is determined the cost of 
replacing the drains leading to the street is not known, but, no doubt, it will be substantial. Thank you to 
Michael Kipot for his advice and for overseeing the project. 

 
We are all affected by the higher cost of living especially those who are on a fixed income; the parish is also. 

As you well know a five or ten dollar bill is worth only a fraction of what it used to be ten or even five 
years ago. If at all possible we would like to continue to be able to reach out and support the several 
local and international communities who are much more in need than we are and whom we have helped 
for a number of years in their essential educational and formation needs. 

Please, remember that our Parish’s financial needs and costs are the same whether you are there on the 
weekend or not. The Parish thanks you for continuing and/or possibly increasing your weekly/monthly 
donations.  Your generosity is helping the Parish to pay its bills and to continue to help people in need. 

 
DONATIONS TO OUR PARISH 
Our Canadian tax system allows you to reduce your taxes if you donate to churches. In this way you are encouraged 

to be generous so that the services provided will continue and grow. There are several ways that you can 
contribute while receiving a tax receipt. To receive a box of weekly offertory envelopes please contact the 
Parish Office.  

Please, consider giving through the monthly PAD Program “pre-authorized debit”, which can be arranged through 
the office; the PADs help to stabilize parish income.  

E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca . Our account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature. 
A humble request to those using envelopes: please, if you are giving for several weeks, put the combined donations 

into one envelope. Also, please, do not fold your bills before putting them in the envelopes and do not use tape 
to close the envelope. All this assists the work of the counters. Thank you. 

https://spparish.com/files/docs/the-kids-bulletin-17th-sunday.pdf
mailto:spparish@shaw.ca

