
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take courses 
untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 

 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com 
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: Sunday 8:30 am. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tues., Wedn., Thurs. and first Friday of the month:  9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 – 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 
Dear members of our faith community;              Pastor’s corner – July 31, 2022 
 
During this past week’s “penitential pilgrimage” of Pope Francis he apologized for the Catholic 
Church's role in the "catastrophic" legacy of residential schools. I encourage you to carefully read in 
their entirety his words so carefully chosen but also spoken with sincerity and from the heart. This is 
the speech he delivered in Spanish during a visit to Maskwacis, Alta. on July 26: 
 
“Madam Governor General, Mr. Prime Minister, Dear Indigenous peoples of Maskwacis and of this 
land of Canada.  
Dear brothers and sisters! 

I have been waiting to come here and be with you! Here, from this place associated with painful 
memories, I would like to begin what I consider a penitential pilgrimage. I have come to your native 
lands to tell you in person of my sorrow, to implore God’s forgiveness, healing and reconciliation, to 
express my closeness and to pray with you and for you. 

I recall the meetings we had in Rome four months ago. At that time, I was given two pairs of 
moccasins as a sign of the suffering endured by Indigenous children, particularly those who, 
unfortunately, never came back from the residential schools. I was asked to return the moccasins 
when I came to Canada, and I will do so at the end of these few words, in which I would like to reflect  
on this symbol, which over the past few months has kept alive my sense of sorrow, indignation and 
shame. The memory of those children is indeed painful; it urges us to work to ensure that every child 
is treated with love, honour and respect. At the same time, those moccasins also speak to us of  
path to follow, a journey that we desire to make together. We want to walk together, to pray together 
and to work together, so that the sufferings of the past can lead to a future of justice, healing and 
reconciliation. 

That is why the first part of my pilgrimage among you takes place in this region, which from 
  time immemorial has seen the presence of indigenous peoples. These are lands that speak to 
  us; they enable us to remember. 
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To remember: brothers and sisters, you have lived on these lands for thousands of years, following     
ways of life that respect the earth which you received as a legacy from past generations and are 
keeping for those yet to come. You have treated it as a gift of the Creator to be shared with others and 
to be cherished in harmony with all that exists, in profound fellowship with all living beings. In this way, 
you learned to foster a sense of family and community, and to build solid bonds between generations, 
honouring your elders and caring for your little ones. A treasury of sound customs and teachings, 
centred on concern for others, truthfulness, courage, respect, humility, honesty and practical wisdom! 

Yet if those were the first steps taken in these lands, the path of remembrance leads us, sadly, to 
those that followed. The place where we are gathered renews within me the deep sense of pain and 
remorse that I have felt in these past months. I think back on the tragic situations that so many of you, 
your families and your communities have known; of what you shared with me about the suffering you 
endured in the residential schools. These are traumas that are in some way reawakened whenever the 
subject comes up; I realize too that our meeting today can bring back old memories and hurts, and that 
many of you may feel uncomfortable even as I speak. It is right to remember, because forgetfulness 
leads to indifference and, as Elie Wiesel  said, “the opposite of love is not hatred, it’s indifference… 
and the opposite of life is not death, it’s indifference”. To remember the devastating experiences that 
took place in the residential schools hurts, angers, causes pain, and yet it is necessary. 

It is necessary to remember how the policies of assimilation and enfranchisement, which also 
included the residential school system, were devastating for the people of these lands. When the 
European colonists first arrived here, there was a great opportunity to bring about a fruitful encounter 
between cultures, traditions and forms of spirituality. Yet for the most part that did not happen. Again, I 
think back on stories you told: how the policies of assimilation ended up systematically marginalizing 
the Indigenous peoples; how also through the system of residential schools your languages and 
cultures were denigrated and suppressed; how children suffered physical, verbal, psychological and 
spiritual abuse; how they were taken away from their homes at a young age, and how that indelibly 
affected relationships between parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren. 

I thank you for making me appreciate this, for telling me about the heavy burdens that you still 
bear, for sharing with me these bitter memories. Today I am here, in this land that, along with its 
ancient memories, preserves the scars of still open wounds. I am here because the first step of my 
penitential pilgrimage among you is that of again asking forgiveness, of telling you once more that I am 
deeply sorry. Sorry for the ways in which, regrettably, many Christians supported the colonizing 
mentality of the powers that oppressed the indigenous peoples. I am sorry. I ask forgiveness, in 
particular, for the ways in which many members of the Church and of religious communities co-
operated, not least through their indifference, in projects of cultural destruction and forced assimilation 
promoted by the governments of that time, which culminated in the system of residential schools. 

Although Christian charity was not absent, and there were many outstanding instances of 
devotion and care for children, the overall effects of the policies linked to the residential schools were 
catastrophic. 

What our Christian faith tells us is that this was a disastrous error, incompatible with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. It is painful to think of how the firm soil of values, language and culture that made up 
the authentic identity of your peoples was eroded, and that you have continued to pay the price of this. 
In the face of this deplorable evil, the Church kneels before God and implores his forgiveness for the 
sins of her children (cf. JOHN PAUL II, Incarnationis Mysterium (29 November 1998).  

I myself wish to reaffirm this, with shame and unambiguously. I humbly beg forgiveness for the 
evil committed by so many Christians against the Indigenous peoples. 

Dear brothers and sisters, many of you and your representatives have stated that begging 
pardon is not the end of the matter. I fully agree: that is only the first step, the starting point. I also 
recognize that, “looking to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will 



ever be sufficient” and that, “looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to create a culture 
able to prevent such situations from happening” (Letter to the People of God, 20 August 2018). An 
important part of this process will be to conduct a serious investigation into the facts of what took place 
in the past and to assist the survivors of the residential schools to experience healing from the traumas 
they suffered. 

I trust and pray that Christians and civil society in this land may grow in the ability to accept and 
respect the identity and the experience of the Indigenous peoples. It is my hope that concrete ways 
can be found to make those peoples better known and esteemed, so that all may learn to walk 
together. For my part, I will continue to encourage the efforts of all Catholics to support the indigenous 
peoples. I have done so at various times and occasions, through meetings, appeals and also through 
the writing of an Apostolic Exhortation. I realize that all this will require time and patience. We are 
speaking of processes that must penetrate hearts. My presence here and the commitment of the 
Canadian Bishops are a testimony to our will to persevere on this path. 

Dear friends, this pilgrimage is taking place over several days and in places far distant from one 
another; even so, it will not allow me to accept the many invitations I have received to visit centres like 
Kamloops, Winnipeg and various places in Saskatchewan, Yukon and the Northwest Territories. 

Nonetheless, please know that all of you are in my thoughts and in my prayer. Know that I am 
aware of the sufferings and traumas, the difficulties and challenges, experienced by the indigenous 
peoples in every region of this country. The words that I speak throughout this penitential journey are 
meant for every native community and person. I embrace all of you with affection. 

On this first step of my journey, I have wanted to make space for memory. Here, today, I am with 
you to recall the past, to grieve with you, to bow our heads together in silence and to pray before the 
graves. Let us allow these moments of silence to help us interiorize our pain. Silence. And prayer. In 
the face of evil, we pray to the Lord of goodness; in the face of death, we pray to the God of life. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ took a grave, which seemed the burial place of every hope and dream, leaving 
behind only sorrow, pain and resignation, and made it a place of rebirth and resurrection, the 
beginning of a history of new life and universal reconciliation. Our own efforts are not enough to 
achieve healing and reconciliation: we need God’s grace. We need the quiet and powerful wisdom of 
the Spirit, the tender love of the Comforter. May he bring to fulfilment the deepest expectations of our 
hearts. May he guide our steps and enable us to advance together on our journey.” 
 

We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
John Weicker who died on July 12, 2022 
Christopher Robert Loomer who died on July 15, 2022 
Denise Curtis who died on July 2, 2022 
Greta Elisabeth Williams, who died on July 1, 2022 
Johnny Baptist Underwood who died on July 1, 2022 
 

We welcome into our faith community in Baptism: 

 Terence James Pascua, child of Christopher and Jennifer 

 Remy Bear Augustine Bain, child of Jeremy and Dianna 
 

HELP WANTED! CAN YOU RISE TO THE CHALLENGE? 

~ We need someone who can tend to our garden beds at St. Elizabeth’s. This would only be once a month! 
The tasks include watering and weeding. We wish to thank Denis Turgeon who took on this role after Gary & 
Lucy Clark who returned to Saskatchewan: however due to health constraints he is unable to continue.  
~ We also need a “handy-person” to stain our entrance doors at OLA & St. Elizabeth’s as well as the bench at 
St. Elizabeth’s. Please contact the office at 250-656-7433 or email: spparish@shaw.ca  
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SURFING WITH THE SPIRIT – VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Carla Fretwell is trying to organize a special summer fun program for children called 

“Surfing with the (Holy) Spirit” from Mon. Aug. 29 – Fri. Sept. 2. She will need help from 
adults and teen volunteers. Call her at 250-655-4159. Registration forms are in the foyer. 

   Click Here for July 31, 2022 Children's Liturgy 
 

THANK YOU – WE REACHED OUR GOAL OF $ 20K! 
The Art Show and Bake Sale of June 26 raised another $1,843 in support of Ukraine Relief. 
Thank you to everyone who came out in support. Thank you to Maryanne Tomashewski and 

friends for your hard work these past few months. Together with additional donations received in the past 
few weeks the total of funds raised is $20,338!! Amazing achievement!!  
In order to meet Canada Revenue rules which require us to give it to a Canadian charity dealing 
directly with Ukraine we are sending the money to Development and Peace (Caritas Canada) who will 
then send the money to Caritas-Spes, an NGO of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine.  
 
PARISH  FINANCES 
Three major repair works will be carried out at St. Elizabeth. After about 10 years usage one of the two heat 
pumps on the roof needs to be replaced at a cost of $ 6,738.00 plus GST. 
A major drainage problem in the northern driveway just before you drive onto the street (please, observe the 
stop sign !), which caused flooding last November in our driveway and heating ducts, has been repaired by 
Earthservice Drainmaster and the City of Sidney. We have not yet received the bill which no doubt will be 
substantial! Thank you to Michael Kipot for his advice and for overseeing the project. 
We are evaluating estimates to repair and paint the outside wood around the church building. 
 
We are all affected by the higher cost of living especially those who are on a fixed income; the parish is also. 
As you well know a five or ten dollar bill is worth only a fraction of what it used to be ten or even five years 
ago. If at all possible we would like to continue to be able to reach out and support the several local and 
international communities who are much more in need than we are and whom we have helped for a number 
of years in their essential educational and formation needs. 
Please, remember that our Parish’s financial needs and costs are the same whether you are there on the 
weekend or not. The Parish thanks you for continuing and/or possibly increasing your weekly/monthly 
donations.  Your generosity is helping the Parish to pay its bills and to continue to help people in need. 
Our Lady of the Assumption and St. Elizabeth’s have both received permissible tax exemptions over the 
years. We wish to acknowledge and thank the District of Central Saanich and the Town of Sidney and hope 
they will provide us these grants again next year. We continue to pay municipal taxes on the rectory.    
 
DONATIONS TO OUR PARISH 
Our Canadian tax system allows you to reduce your taxes if you donate to churches. In this way you are encouraged 
to be generous so that the services provided will continue and grow. There are several ways that you can contribute 
while receiving a tax receipt. To receive a box of weekly offertory envelopes please contact the Parish Office.  
Please, consider giving through the monthly PAD Program “pre-authorized debit”, which can be arranged through 
the office; the PADs help to stabilize parish income.  
E-Transfer donations can come directly to spparish@shaw.ca . Our account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature. 
A humble request to those using envelopes: please, if you are giving for several weeks, put the combined donations 
into one envelope. Also, please, do not fold your bills before putting them in the envelopes and do not use tape to 
close the envelope. All this assists the work of the counters. Thank you. 
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