
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat.:5:00 pm, Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: 8:30 am. 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 – 4:30 pm or by appointment.  
  
   

Dear members of our faith community;     Pastor’s corner – Summer 2022  
 We journey over the summer months with Luke the great story teller who has that gift of telling 

us the essentials of the ministry of Jesus and the challenge that Jesus places before all disciples. If we truly 
wish to be Christians, Christ-like people, followers of Jesus it is clear that such discipleship requires us to 
commit ourselves full-time. Being a Christian on Sundays for an hour is not in the books. Accepting the 
cross in our lives on Good Friday is not sufficient. No part-timers! And the challenge is not just for a select 
few; it is for all of us without exception.  

Jesus’ teachings about discipleship come especially when Jesus has finished his ministry of 
preaching and healing in Galilee and he asks those following him, yes, that is us: “Who do you say that I 
am?” Remember last week’s bulletin? He wants them to recognize in him a deeper reality, which right now 
they cannot see. It will take time, a lot of time, yes even his death; it will take a lot of prayer and the gift of 
the Spirit before his disciples truly recognize in Jesus the anointed one of God, the Messiah. For now the 
disciples and we journey with Jesus as he begins the journey to Jerusalem towards fulfillment. Picture in 
your mind the stained glass window at St. Elizabeth which also invites us to meditate on our journey in life. 

In this Sunday’s first reading of I Kings 19:19-21 the prophet Elijah challenged Elisha to join him 
while he was preoccupied in his daily routine as a farmer. Elisha responds by sacrificing everything he has; 
he organizes a big BBQ for his village offering them the meat of his oxen cooked on his plough; he says 
goodbye and becomes a disciple of Elijah, symbolized by that wonderful image of Elijah throwing his 
mantle on Elisha, passing on God’s mission over to the next generation. Later at the end of Elijah’s life as 
he disappears into the heavens we see again Elisha taking on the mantle empowering him to continue the 
mission. As our community celebrated the feast of Pentecost we know that we too have taken on the 
mantle of our ancestors and been entrusted and strengthened by the Spirit to continue the mission of 
Jesus.  
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Jesus in the Gospel of Luke 9:51-62 also uses the image of the plough (“No one who puts a hand to 
the plough and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God” - Luke 9:62) in order to tell his disciples that it 
takes courage and commitment to follow him. Jesus himself gives the example to us: in fact Luke repeats 
twice: “he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” After praying, connecting with his Abba God, Jesus is resolutely 
determined to journey to Jerusalem, to face the challenges, the rejection, the insecurity, the homelessness, 
the suffering, but also the deep joy and freedom that will be part of that journey which will end on the cross 
and the resurrection. 

We are not any different. Our journey in life is the same and can lead to the same joy and freedom. 
Like Elisha we too are confronted in the midst of our daily life to make choices: to make a clean break when 
God is inviting us to change or to enter a more profound commitment. We often don’t have the luxury of 
putting off to a more “appropriate time” the changes we need to make. We cannot be caught short and 
wanting when faced with illness or demands; we need to develop now the internal resources needed: 
strength, resolve, integrity, trust, faith, hope and love. We know that our life’s journey will take us through 
hostile territory (just like Jesus’ journey; “See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves” – 
Luke 10:3). Our hostile environment today is often an over-secularized world which is becoming 
increasingly anti-religion. That is when we need to remain gentle of heart and to be steadfast as we follow 
Jesus. Like Jesus we too pray and our prayer opens our eyes to see that we are not alone as we go up to 
our Jerusalem; we have the companionship of the Holy Spirit, and of each other, each step of the way.    

As we follow Luke’s Gospel in the coming weeks Jesus continues to give us a kind of basic training in 
discipleship. In Luke 10:1-20 Jesus is telling us not to be encumbered by all kinds of possessions and 
gadgets, but to have our hands free to reach beyond ourselves and to reach out to others. No use to call 
fire on an enemy: rather channel that energy into greater understanding, acceptance and mutual respect, 
more generous service. Be ready to pursue an active, mobile ministry which is rooted in Jesus and that 
finds a home in those who surround us nearby and far-off and who require our services, our care and our 
compassion. If ever we are refused in any place, we need to move on with the conviction and hope that the 
message of the Gospel and our love and compassion will find a home somewhere else.  

   Journeying in life is like the pilgrimages of old (Canterbury, Compostella, etc.): 
we do so with others, praying as we go and supporting one another as we face the challenges on the way. 
Our caring and reaching out need to go beyond our inner circle of friends and family and include all people, 
even our enemies. We cannot pass by without betraying Christ himself, even if priest and Levite do so in 
the parable of the Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). Yes, there is a cost to discipleship (just look at the history of 
humankind) especially today in our over-secularized and divided world! The summer is a good time for 
some reflection, self-examination and sharing with others. You might read passages from: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, “The Cost of Discipleship”, or meditate on Ron Rolheiser’s “The Holy Longing”, or my 
Dominican brother Timothy Radcliffe‘s “What is the Point of Being a Christian?”  

          Shalom.  Fr. Rolf, OP 
 

 
We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Barry Williams who died on June 15, 2022  
Mary Martin who died on June 15, 2022 
Ian McKenzie who died on May 31, 2022 
Helen Otway, mother of Stephen Otway, who died on May 18, 2022) 
 



CHILDREN’S CORNER – LITURGY & ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
We include weekly children’s liturgy notes with an activity that kids and parents can do at 
home (only 2 pages). Please read the Scriptures with the children first before the activity.  
Click Here for July 3, 2022 Children's Liturgy 

 
THANK YOU!  
The Art Show and Bake Sale last weekend raised another $1,843 to go toward supporting 
Ukraine Relief. Thank you to everyone who came out to support it. And thank you to Maryanne 

Tomashewski and friends for organizing this event. Total of funds raised to date is $18,228!  
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED JULY 4 – 18 
Melanie Ehrlich our Parish Office Coordinator will be on holidays from Monday July 4; she will return on July 
18. Father Rolf will be at St. Elizabeth most of those days. Please, phone before to make sure. 
 
HEALTH REGULATIONS - SUMMARY 
Masks are not required but are still recommended depending on your own situation. Please, understand, the 
virus is still around and there are people who are vulnerable. If you are not feeling well or are sick or are not 
vaccinated, please, consider staying at home for the common good. April 6; General and Liturgical Directives 
 
K of C 50/50 DRAW 
The Knights of Columbus in BC are holding a 50/50 draw, to support community projects and our Bishops. Tickets are 

on sale; go to: www.kofcbc5050.ca Ticket prices vary - the more you buy, the cheaper the price, and the higher the 
prize! Get your tickets now! Draw date is July 5! Thanks for your support, and good luck! 
 
DONATIONS TO OUR PARISH 
There are a few different ways that you can contribute to our Parish while receiving a tax receipt. To receive a box of 
weekly offertory envelopes please contact the Parish Office. You may also consider giving through the monthly PAD 
Program “pre-authorized debit”, which can also be arranged through the office. E-Transfer donations can come 
directly to spparish@shaw.ca Our bank account is set-up with “Auto-Deposit” feature. 
A humble request to those using envelopes: please, if you are giving for several weeks, put the combined 
donations into one envelope. Also, please, do not fold your bills before putting them in the envelopes and do 
not use tape to close the envelope. All this assists the work of the counters. Thank you. The Parish thanks 
you for continuing your weekly/monthly donations.  Your generosity is helping the Parish to pay its bills. 
 
Program for Pope's Healing & Reconciliation Visit to Canada Announced 
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has issued a press release about the itinerary of Pope Francis’ healing 
and reconciliation visit to Canada, July 24-29, 2022.  The text of the press can be read online at: 
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/indigenous/program-for-popes-healing-reconciliation-visit-to-canada-announced.  
 

 
Casual Bus Drivers! 
Island Catholic Schools is currently seeking casual bus drivers.  Great opportunity for retired bus drivers 
who want to drive for field trips! If YOU are interested in joining our team, please contact us at:  
250-727-6893 our visit the following link: https://cisdv.bc.ca/employment-opportunities/ 
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