
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-
1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
at ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton:    
             Sundays at 8:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Dear members of our faith community          November 21, 2021 
 

This year’s liturgical year B ends today but not with a passage from the Gospel of Mark from which the 
gospel readings have come this past year. Mark presented a Jesus who constantly downplays attempts to 
show him as a messiah who will ride into Jerusalem and proclaim his kingship. Instead Jesus tells his disciples 
that he is a suffering servant. Whenever people come after him to make him a king Jesus would flee and hide. 
 Today the Gospel reading (John 18:33-37) comes from the Gospel of John and shows us Jesus in a 
kind of private conversation with Pilate who wonders and asks Jesus: “Are you the King of the Jews?” Pilate 
wants to know whether Jesus is a threat to his authority and to Rome. Jesus does not deny the title but tries to 
get Pilate and us to see his kingship in other terms than political ones: “My kingdom is not of this world.” 
John the Evangelist wants to show Jesus as being in control, free from Roman rule; his one and only 
obedience is to his Father in heaven! In John 10:18 Jesus shows that he is not subject to some political 
force: “I lay down my life…No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.”  

Jesus’ world has nothing to do with the world of physical, political and economic power.  At the same 
time the world of Jesus is not on some other planet or in another age. No, it is already here in our midst, in the 
messy world where He was born, where He reigns and where He has come to “testify to the truth.” It is not 
Pilate’s world of oppression and fear, but a domain of truth and justice where all humans are respected and 
treated with dignity. It is there that Jesus reigns, is “king”. Throughout John’s gospel Jesus draws members to 
his kingdom and to himself through the truth of his words and the love he engenders in those who hear and 
receive his message: “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice (John 18:37).” 
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He has come from the Father to share love with us and he has made it clear that we experience 
this love when we love one another. "No one has seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is perfected in us (I John 4:12)."  

The kingdom Pilate represents and rules over and the one in which Christ is our King, represent 
two different ways of experiencing and living in this, our world. In what world do we wish to live?  
Will we choose the one where the strong triumph and the less powerful are exploited; where there are 
winner and losers, “haves” and "have-nots"; where the privileged are secure and those who lack are 
always vulnerable? Or, shall we again today recommit to the world where Jesus reigns and wins over 
our hearts? Will we again accept his life of self-giving love, of servanthood for the common good, of 
forgiveness and reconciliation, as our manner of living as well? Will we continue to try to share and 
nourish, inspire and encourage and allow the Spirit to blow where it wills? 

We are nourished in hope at the Eucharist: Christ’s kingdom will triumph finally when he comes 
again. Repeating Daniel’s vision in the first reading (Daniel 7:13-14) we hear from Revelation 1:6: "Look, he 
is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him." Revelation reminds us that we 
are a "kingdom of priests" and with Christ, our High Priest and King, we choose membership in the kingdom of 
love and service, in the kingdom of justice, mercy and peace, where Christ rules as our King. 

      SHALOM !     Fr. Rolf, OP  
 

 
We welcome into our faith community in baptism: 
 Hudson Cullen Paltiel, son of Niall and Jennifer 
  

 
NEW  2021/2022 MISSALS AVAILABLE: $ 5.00 
 The new Liturgical Year begins next week on Sunday Nov. 28 with these missals. Price: $ 5.00 
 

YEAR END GIVING TO THE PARISH  

As we draw closer to the end of the year, some of 
you may be considering donating a little extra.    
Donations are tax-deductible. Canada has a 
generous tax credit system for donors to charities 
like ours.  Your income taxes payable are reduced 
by 33% of the donations you have made to charitable organizations including 
us.  For example, you have made donations for the year of say $3000, then after 
deducting the $200 standard reduction, you can reduce your calculated taxes by 
$927.  We appreciate any additional contributions you may be willing to spare 
especially during these trying times   Thank you in advance for your generosity!  
 
THE  Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2022 ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH. 
Please pick yours up before or after mass or during office hours Tues-Frid. 9:00 am - noon. 
Please, do not use these new envelopes until the new year 2022. 
 

 



NEW HANTI SIDRA GIFT CARDS NOW AVAILABLE 
Christmas is coming!  Hanti Sidra cards are the perfect gift for your family and friends who need nothing but 
would like to help those less fortunate. This year, four themed cards are available.  One card can be chosen for 
each $20 of your donation to the work supported by Hanti Sidra in South Sudan and Eritrea.  Cards will be 
available in the church foyer after mass each week until Christmas.  You can also phone Stephanie Schroeder at 
250-655-3635 to make a donation and order cards.  
 
CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN CANADA: COLLECTION  NOV. 28 

There will be a special collection for Catholic Missions in Canada. Please consider supporting and sustaining the 
Catholic Faith in remote and poor mission communities across Canada. 
 
FEAST OF ST. ANDREW 
On Tuesday, November 30th, St. Andrew's Cathedral will celebrate our Patronal Festival with Mass at 12:00 pm 
and at 7:00 pm and all are welcome.   For the evening Mass, entry to the Cathedral is via our View Street door. 
 
Please, consider giving to this year’s Diocesan Appeal “Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation.” 
This year, possibly more than ever before, there is a need for reconnection and reconciliation with members of our 
parishes and Indigenous communities in our Diocese.  
Continuing on the theme of “Hope” that was started last year, this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal is called:  
“Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”.  The overall Appeal goal has been increased to $1 Million with 
the entire net proceeds (after the parish portion) being dedicated to support healing and reconciliation in 
Indigenous communities.   
Please, note that the appeal funds will be dedicated to the following specific programs: 

 Supporting the development of an Ahousaht Community Wellness program 

 Providing a grant for the Ahousaht Cultural Centre Building 

 Offering “Returning to Spirit” © Healing and Reconciliation programs for both Indigenous and Non-
Indigenous people 

 Continuing to support ongoing outreach efforts to Indigenous communities to build and strengthen our 
relationships with each other 

The Appeal goal was to be increased last year but the Covid-19 pandemic precluded that change. With the new 
focus on Indigenous reconciliation and after 11 years with the original $750,000 goal it was decided to increase 
the goal to $ 1 million and to update individual parish goals.   
Parish goals are determined using a five-year average of collection income prorated across the Appeal goal.  
This year our own Saanich Peninsula Parish (St. Elizabeth and Our Lady of the Assumption) goal is:  
$ 58,000; the Parish portion will go to our own project, which is to support the Parish communities of St. 
Francis of Assissi in Tofino and Holy Family in Ucluelet, as determined by Parish Council by e-mail.  

 
Where we are to date (We’re now at 62% of our target!!):  
Assigned Saanich Peninsula Parish goal this year is: $58,000  
Pledged to date: $36,321.00.00  
95 participants  
The parish share has not changed and continues with: 

 Every dollar raised up to the goal – 20% is for the parish project. 

 Every dollar raised above the goal – 80% is for the parish project. 
As last year the Diocesan Appeal has expanded the ways of reaching out to all of the parish communities, 



using the website and email as well as the more traditional announcements from the pulpit, bulletin inserts and a 
Diocesan wide mail out. This helps keep overhead and administrative costs to a minimum, just under 7%.  
The Diocesan Development Office (250-479-1331) welcomes your questions and will provide explanations and 
suggestions for the Bishop’s Appeal. Again, thank you for your generous commitment of support for this worthwhile 
project. It is through your commitment and efforts that we will be able to continue to pursue our goal in the 
“Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”.    

 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER – LITURGY & ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEKWe have included 
this space within our Bulletin for the children and families of our parish! Due to the 
pandemic, we understand that not everyone can attend mass right now. Therefore, for the 
time being, we will include weekly children’s liturgy notes with an activity  that kids and 
parents can do at home (only 2 pages!). Please read the Scriptures with the children first 
before the activity.  Click Here for Nov. 21 Children's Liturgy 

If you have children who are 8 years and older who have not yet received the sacraments of Confirmation & 
First Communion, let us know at 250-656-7433 or e-mail: spparish@shaw.ca We will explore online or in-
person preparation for the sacraments to be celebrated in late spring or early summer 2022   
 

DIOCESAN  REMEMBRANCE  MASS: 
A special Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Gary on Thursday, November 25th at his usual 7 pm livestream 
for those Clergy and Religious who have died during the past year. If you are living in the southern part of the 
island you are invited to attend in-person. Enter via the View Street door which will be unlocked by 6:30 pm. We 
will be praying for our most recently deceased Bishop: Raymond Roussin, bishop from 1999- 2004, and for: 

 from the community of St. Paul:  Fr. Marinaldo Batista, former pastor at Our Lady of Fatima 

 from the Sisters of St. Ann:  Sr. Therese Brousseau, Sr. Joyce Ann Kennedy, Sr. Patricia Shreenan 

 from the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary:  Sr. Laura Distaso, Sr. Margaret Baumann 

 from the Salvatorian community:  Fr. Kazimierz Olesky 

 from the Poor Clare community: Sr. Clare Lewis 
 

ADVENT BEGINS NOV. 28 
The season of Advent developed in the Church over time. Here are some facts that you 
may not know about the roots and meanings of Advent.  
1. Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for the birth of the Lord.  
2. Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year.  
3. Hope is a predominant theme of Advent; it focuses on light as opposed to darkness.  

4. Advent is a reminder of the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) promises of the coming of the Messiah. 
 

KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS CHARITY APPEAL 
The annual K of C Charity Appeal ticket sales have now begun! Ticket 
prices are only $3, with a 1st Prize of $60,000, all cash prizes, and even 
early bird prizes drawn on Dec. 4. Tickets can only be bought online with a 
credit card, by going to the same website as last year: 
www.KofCDraw.net/C9703 
The money is used to support local charities and the Bishops of BC. 
Thank you to all of you who supported this in past years - please buy 
tickets for friends or family, or share this link with them. A limited number 
of tickets means your chances are very good.  
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We had a winner from our Parish last year, so be enthusiastic and support the Charity Appeal and 
yourself! If you need help purchasing tickets, please contact Jim Williams at 250-656-9658 or email him 
at:  jim.williams@smus.ca. 
 
 

SOUP KITCHEN AT ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL 
Victoria’s cold, wet weather has begun. The Soup Kitchen at St. 
Andrew's Cathedral is gratefully accepting donations of men's 
and women's gloves, hats scarves and socks.  Each weekday 
morning, over 100 seniors, low-income workers, people 
unhoused and anyone else living at risk, receive a nutritious 

protein-rich bagged meal prepared by our dedicated volunteers. What a difference your donations will 
bring with additional layers of warmth for these folks as they continue their day! 
Donations can be dropped off at the Soup Kitchen, 740 View Street, Monday to Friday from 7:00 am to 
10:00 am.  Or email/call to arrange a pick up (thesoupkitchen.ca@gmail.com (778) 440-7687).  Thank 
you for your support and compassion for those in need in our community! 
   

BIRTHRIGHT FUDGE 
Birthright is taking Orders for their delicious Chocolate Fudges.   A bit of sweet in this challenging year!  The 
packets make great stocking stuffers or holiday gifts.  Please order by December 7 for parish office pick-up in 
mid-December.    Parish Office hours are Tuesday – Friday 9 AM – Noon.  Please CLICK HERE for fudge 
selections and ordering details.  Then, contact Peggy Chapeski at 478-5372 or email her at 
info@birthrightvictoria.org.   Your purchase supports the pro-life pregnancy support work of Birthright Victoria. 

 
RETURN TO THE SPIRIT – WORKSHOP NOV. 27 
“Seeds of Reconciliation”. A free one day workshop on Saturday, November 27th, from 8:30 am – 4:30pm 
at Queen of Angels School, 2085 Maple Bay Road, Duncan. 
Seeds of Reconciliation introduces participants to the reconciliation conversation. We invite anyone who is 
interested in exploring their own assumptions, judgements and behaviours to attend.  
This is a great introduction (or refresher) to the Returning to Spirit intensive programs which will be offered in the 

Spring/Summer of 2022.  There is no obligation to enroll in the intensive programs after this event nor is it a 

prerequisite to the intensive programs.  Register using this link:  https://forms.gle/pFF1ULyAYn3hj7D37  
Participants are asked to bring a bagged lunch and must be committed to the whole day (8:30 am – 4:30pm). 
There are limited number of spaces available so please register early.  If you require assistance with registration 
or would like more information please contact Gwen Jahelka at gjahelka@rcdvictoria.org  
 
CISDV – AGM 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Catholic Independent Schools Diocese of Victoria (CISDV) 
Society will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 23 at 7:00pm in the library at St. Andrew’s Regional High School.   
There will be a private ballot election for two positions to the CISDV Board of Directors at this meeting.  Each 
position is for a three-year term.  
For further information, contact Katja Groves, Superintendent of Schools (250-727-6893 ext 242).  
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FACE MASKS & RESTRICTION REMINDER 
We now require face coverings for all people born in 2016 or earlier (5 yrs.+) for all activities in church 
buildings in the Diocese of Victoria, including worship services.  
Dr. Bonnie Henry has reminded us that wearing masks in indoor public spaces helps prevent the spread of 
Covid19. That includes in the church.  A mask or face covering is defined as a medical or non-medical mask that 
covers the nose and mouth. Face shields are not a substitute for a mask, as there is an opening below the 
mouth. However you can wear a face shield while also wearing a mask.  

 
How to properly wear a mask: 

 
….All worship services are exempt from the requirement for proof of vaccination. But we urge all Catholics 
who are able to do so to follow the example of Pope Francis and Bishop Gary and receive the Covid-19 vaccine.  
 
Receptions following worship services, meetings that have a worship component, and essential services 
are also exempt from the requirement for proof of vaccination, i.e. 
• Baptism, wedding and funeral receptions immediately after the service  
• Parish pastoral or finance council meetings  
• CWL, Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul, RCIA, catechism and youth group meetings  
• NA and AA group meetings and soup kitchens  
Proof of vaccination is required for all other uses of church buildings with more than 50 people in 
attendance. This includes, for example:  
• Parish social or fundraising events such as dances, spaghetti dinners, bazaars, etc.  
• Hall bookings to external groups  
It is the responsibility of the pastor / administrator or their designate to verify proof of vaccination in 
these situations. The Province has provided information on how to do this at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof/businesses#verify-bc   
 

• Parishioners in the Diocese of Victoria remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
at a church. Anyone who is sick, not feeling well, must stay home!  

As Pope Francis said in his video message on August 17th, “Getting vaccinated is a simple yet profound 
way to care for one another, especially the most vulnerable.  

Please keep in prayer the many places in our world that do not have the kind of health care system that we 
do, nor an equitable access to vaccines. Thank you for your prayers and efforts as we work together.” 
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