
Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take 
courses untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 
 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3  

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com  
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
at ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm, Sundays at 10:30 am. 
at OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Road, Saanichton:    
             Sundays at 8:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & First Friday 9:00 am 

RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 - 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 

Dear members of our faith community          October 17, 2021 
 

For a number of weeks we have heard passages from the Gospel of Mark which relate Jesus’ teachings about 
discipleship. However, each time it seems that the disciples did not understand or did not take his words seriously. 
As baptized persons called to follow the Gospel we too prefer at times to be just comforted rather than be challenged 
to go deeper in understanding. That is when we are invited by last week’s passage from the Book of Wisdom 7:7: “I 
prayed, and understanding was given to me; I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom was given to me.” When a man 
asked Jesus: “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life (Mark 10:17)?” Jesus’ word to him and us is 
like a two edged sword: if you really wish to be my disciples then let go of pride and embrace humility, do not let 
things possess you but give away possessions so that you might become rich in the poverty of the reign of God. He 
told his disciples and us to reject adult ways and regain the honest simplicity of a child; to forget about controlling, 
about lording it over and to accept to be the least and the lowest (Mark10: 17-30). 

In today’s Gospel (Mark 10:35-45) Mark continues to show the disciples as gullible and inconsiderate, as 
people of our time, wanting to have power: “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”    
Power is one of those things that everyone has. And if we do not deal with it honestly, then it can go astray: it can 
become dangerous, domination, “lording it over others”; it can lead to evil. Power is so dangerous that Jesus in no 
uncertain terms advises his disciples and us to abstain from it: “But it is not so among you; whoever wishes to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all 
(Mark 10: 45). Jesus recommends that we choose to live in contradiction of power: “Be servants because 
that is true power!” Power leads to evil: to greed, to hatred, to violence; we have so many examples of this 
in our world both at the civil as well as at the religious level. Yet, true service always leads to good! 
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Here we have a teaching of Jesus that is very clear, unequivocal, but we often pass over it rather 
quickly because we do not want to offend and because we do not want to deal with the real concrete 
consequences. Jesus invites us to choose service for three reasons: 

First, Christianity will never work until we accept the fact that Jesus chose service over survival; Jesus himself 
chose to be a servant rather than an authority. He had the divine power. God has the power, to do almost anything to 
force the world to conform to God’s reign. But God, Jesus, chose a servant’s position. 

Second, the Church will never be the true Body of Christ, will never work, until it decides that its mission is not 
to control the world but to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, of the Jesus who was a servant, a suffering servant as 
Isaiah described and foretold.  

Third, our lives will never work until we decide to serve the needs of those around us, especially the most 
needy, instead of forcing them to be the way we want them to be. A servant always thinks first of the needs of others. 
What do we appreciate the most? Good service!! We even accept to be patient, to pay more. We even accept a 
longer religious service, a longer mass, if the service has good music, a good and challenging homily, if the service 
has been uplifting, full of hope! 

Christians are by definition service-oriented, because that it is what it means to be Christ-like, Christian. At the 
example of Jesus and of millions who have been his followers over the centuries we know that it is only by giving our 
lives in serving others that we can find life. Just think of the first responders during this pandemic who have found life 
in the service of others; just think of all those who volunteer in so many services, the joy received; etc.  

Some Christians, Catholics, come to church and expect to be served, to be entertained. They like the grounds 
to be beautiful, they like to have priests to be there, missionaries to go around the world to proclaim the good news; 
but they seem to forget that it takes a great deal of work on the part of volunteers and the community, that it takes 
money, that it demands that we foster vocations, lay and ordained. 

We cannot always think in terms of what we get out of it. Yes, we do need to get something out of it, 
but we also need to give because then we realize that we can get so much more out of it; we have life! 

           Shalom, fr Rolf, OP 
 

We offer condolences to the families and pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 Dora Verhagen who died on Sept. 3; funeral Mass will be on Sat. Oct. 23 at 10:00 am  
 John Frances Sam Jr. who died on Oct. 9 and whose funeral was on Oct. 14 
 
We welcome into our faith community in baptism: 

Benedict Alexander van der Sande, son of Francis and Julia  
Luke Michael Yarish, son of David and Laura 
 

A VERY DIFFERENT DIOCESAN APPEAL 
This year, possibly more than ever before, there is a need for reconnection and reconciliation with members of our 
parishes and Indigenous communities in our Diocese.  
Continuing on the theme of “Hope” that we started with last year, we are launching the Bishop’s Annual Appeal: 
“Spirit of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”.  To support this new theme and initiative the overall Appeal goal 
has been increased to $1 Million with the entire net proceeds (after the parish portion) being dedicated to 
support healing and reconciliation in Indigenous communities.   
Please, note that the appeal funds will be dedicated to the following specific programs: 

 Supporting the development of an Ahousaht Community Wellness program 

 Providing a grant for the Ahousaht Cultural Centre Building 

 Offering “Returning to Spirit” © Healing and Reconciliation programs for both Indigenous and Non-
Indigenous people 



 Continuing to support ongoing outreach efforts to Indigenous communities to build and strengthen our 
relationships with each other 

The Appeal goal was to be increased last year but the Covid-19 pandemic precluded that change. With the new 
focus on Indigenous reconciliation and after 11 years with the original $750,000 goal it was decided to increase 
the goal to $ 1 million and to update individual parish goals.  As in the past, parish goals are determined using a 
five-year average of collection income prorated across the total Appeal goal.  
This year our own Saanich Peninsula Parish (St. Elizabeth and Our Lady of the Assumption) goal is:  
$ 58,000; the Parish portion will go to our own project, which is to support the Parish communities of St. 
Francis of Assissi in Tofino and Holy Family in Ucluelet, as determined by Parish Council by e-mail.  

Where we are to date:  
Assigned Saanich Peninsula Parish goal this year is: $58,000  
Raised to date: $10,235.00  
31 participants  
The parish share has not changed and continues with: 

 Every dollar raised up to the goal – 20% is for the parish project. 

 Every dollar raised above the goal – 80% is for the parish project. 
As last year the Diocesan Appeal has expanded the ways of reaching out to all of the parish communities, using the 
website and email as well as the more traditional announcements from the pulpit, bulletin inserts and a Diocesan 
wide mail out. This has helped keep overhead and administrative costs to a minimum averaging just under 7%.  
 
The Diocesan Development Office (250-479-1331) welcomes your questions and will assist with providing 
additional explanations and suggestions for the Bishop’s Appeal, or any other inquiries that may arise.  
Again, thank you for your generous commitment of support for this worthwhile project. 
It is through your commitment and efforts that we will be able to continue to pursue our goal in the “Spirit 
of Hope – Healing and Reconciliation”. 
           
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER – LITURGY & ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
We have included this space within our Bulletin for the children and families of our parish!  
Due to the pandemic, we understand that not everyone can attend mass right now and 
therefore, for the time being, we will include weekly children’s liturgy notes with an activity 
that kids and parents can do at home (only 2 pages!). Please read the Scriptures with the 
children first before the activity.  
Click Here for Oct 17 Children's Liturgy 

Click on the following link to watch:  A Child's Prayer For Peace 

If you have children who are 8 years and older who have not yet received the sacraments of Confirmation & First 
Communion please let us know at 250-656-7433 or e-mail: spparish@shaw.ca We will explore online or in-person 
preparation for the sacraments to be celebrated in late spring or early summer 2022   

 
SHARING OUR BOUNTY – FOOD DRIVE DURING MONTH OF OCTOBER 

Thanksgiving reminds us of how fortunate we are. Each October we are invited to share with 
those in need in our community by bringing non-perishable food items for our Food Drive. 
Please bring non-perishable food that has not expired and place in front of the altar.  
Thank You. 
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
The CWL presented a lovely painting by Sienna Brigden commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of Catholic Women’s League in Canada. On Tuesday Oct 5., about 25 
members wished Doreen Fenton, CWL President, well as she moves to Qualicum Beach. 
All ladies are invited to join the CWL.  You can drop off your membership fees of $30 to the 
parish office or in the collection basket with note “For CWL Membership”. Cheques can be 
made out to the “Catholic Women’s League” and in the memo write “membership fee”. 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S RETREAT – NOV 5 - 7 
Beloved Vancouver Island Catholic Women’s Ministries invites all Catholic women ages 

19+ are invited to a weekend away for rest, spiritual renewal and fellowship November 5-7th at Pioneer Pacific 
Camp on Thetis Island. Keynote speaker is Fr John O’Brien SJ . Join us for talks, workshops, praise and worship, 
adoration and much more! Space is limited! https://belovedretreat.regfox.com/radiantlove2021 
 
VISITING THE SICK & SHUT-INS 

Congratulations! to those volunteers who completed the “Pastoral Outreach 
Training Program” earlier this year. Graduation certificates were presented at 
last Sunday’s mass. Can you spare a few hours a week to visit the lonely 
and sick? If so, we need you! The goal of the “Ministry of the Sick and 
Shut-ins” is one of caring and connecting to those in our parish who are sick 
and homebound, so that they feel “connected” to our faith community. For 
more info. about this very rewarding ministry Please contact:  
Fatima at 250-656-8863 bfwarner@shaw.ca  or Peggy at 780-920-1309 
granpamd@gmail.com or the Parish Office at 250-656-7433.  

 
 

ART SHOW & BAKE SALE for our ALEPPO, SYRIA, PROJECT:  OCT 9 & 10 and OCT 16 & 17 
Back by popular demand! We will continue to have the Art and Bake sale at St. Elizabeth’s!  

 Sat. Oct.  16 from 2:00 – 6:00 pm  

 Sun. Oct. 17 from 11:30 am – 2:00 pm 
In addition to the many paintings on display for purchase, there will also be several Mediterranean goodies for sale 
as well as delicious grape jelly made from the grapes at the rectory by Julie and Larry Kirzinger – only $5 / jar! 
Music and educational collages also on display as to how contributions help the many Christians in Aleppo! 
 

 
KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS THANKS YOU! 
Thanks to all of you who participated in the K of C Yard Sale on Saturday Sept. 25 at OLA- it was a 
great success! As a result of your support, we were able to raise approximately $1250!  
Some of these funds will be used to provide warm coats for kids on the peninsula, through our 
Coats for Kids program. If you want to donate to Coats for Kids, or know of a youngster who is in 

need of a new coat for this winter, please contact the parish office at 250-656-7433. 
 
RETURN TO THE SPIRIT – WORKSHOP NOV. 27 
“Seeds of Reconciliation”. A free one day workshop on Saturday, November 27th, from 8:30 am – 4:30pm 
at Queen of Angels School, 2085 Maple Bay Road, Duncan. 
Seeds of Reconciliation introduces participants to the reconciliation conversation. We invite anyone who is 
interested in exploring their own assumptions, judgements and behaviours to attend.  
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This is a great introduction (or refresher) to the Returning to Spirit intensive programs which will be offered in the 

Spring/Summer of 2022.  There is no obligation to enroll in the intensive programs after this event nor is it a 

prerequisite to the intensive programs.  Register using this link:  https://forms.gle/pFF1ULyAYn3hj7D37  
Participants are asked to bring a bagged lunch and must be committed to the whole day (8:30 am – 4:30pm). 
There are limited number of spaces available so please register early.  If you require assistance with registration or 

would like more information please contact Gwen Jahelka at gjahelka@rcdvictoria.org  
 
FACE MASKS & RESTRICTION REMINDER 
We now require face coverings for all people born in 2016 or earlier (5 yrs.+) for all activities in church 
buildings in the Diocese of Victoria, including worship services.  
Dr. Bonnie Henry has reminded us that wearing masks in indoor public spaces helps prevent the spread of 
Covid19. That includes in the church.  A mask or face covering is defined as a medical or non-medical mask that 
covers the nose and mouth. Face shields are not a substitute for a mask, as there is an opening below the 
mouth. However you can wear a face shield while also wearing a mask.  
How to properly wear a mask: 

 
….All worship services are exempt from the requirement for proof of vaccination. But we urge all Catholics 
who are able to do so to follow the example of Pope Francis and Bishop Gary and receive the Covid-19 vaccine.  
 
Receptions following worship services, meetings that have a worship component, and essential services 
are also exempt from the requirement for proof of vaccination, i.e. 
• Baptism, wedding and funeral receptions immediately after the service  
• Parish pastoral or finance council meetings  
• CWL, Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul, RCIA, catechism and youth group meetings  
• NA and AA group meetings and soup kitchens  
Proof of vaccination is required for all other uses of church buildings with more than 50 people in 
attendance. This includes, for example:  
• Parish social or fundraising events such as dances, spaghetti dinners, bazaars, etc.  
• Hall bookings to external groups  
It is the responsibility of the pastor / administrator or their designate to verify proof of vaccination in these 
situations. The Province has provided information on how to do this at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-
19/vaccine/proof/businesses#verify-bc   
 

• Parishioners in the Diocese of Victoria remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass at a 
church. Anyone who is sick, not feeling well, must stay home!  

As Pope Francis said in his video message on August 17th, “Getting vaccinated is a simple yet profound 
way to care for one another, especially the most vulnerable.  

Please keep in prayer the many places in our world that do not have the kind of health care system that we do, 
nor an equitable access to vaccines. Thank you for your prayers and efforts as we work together during these 
challenging times.” 

https://forms.gle/pFF1ULyAYn3hj7D37
mailto:gjahelka@rcdvictoria.org
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof/businesses#verify-bc
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof/businesses#verify-bc

