
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
  

SATURDAY, Sept. 24  
4:00 pm Confessions 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

SUNDAY, Sept. 25 
8:30 am Mass at Our Lady of 

Assumption 
10:30 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
11:30 am         K of C Pancake Breakfast 

  
TUESDAY, Sept. 27 

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
WEDNESDAY, Sept. 28 

9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth 
10:00 am Taiji Qigong  

THURSDAY, Sept. 29 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  

FRIDAY, Sept. 30 
9:00 am Mass at St. Elizabeth’s  
 

SATURDAY, Oct. 1  
4:00 pm Confessions 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Elizabeth’s 

  

  

 

Saanich Peninsula Parish 
 A ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Our Mission Statement: “Let us be open accepting individuals sensitive to change and willing to take courses 
untraditional, unknown to us.  Let us live as examples of God's love.” 

 

St. Elizabeth church & parish office: 10030 Third St, Sidney, V8L 3B3 

Parish office: 250-656-7433  Rectory: 250-652-1557    Fr Rolf cell: 250-652-1990 

Email: spparish@shaw.ca   Web site: www.spparish.com 
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Rolf Hasenack, O.P. Parish Office Coordinator: Melanie Ehrlich 
Email: rhasenack@rcdvictoria.org       Parish Council Chair: Mary McGovern 
 
SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
ST. ELIZABETH’S, 10030 Third Street, Sidney: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:30 am. 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION, 7742 West Saanich Rd.: Sunday 8:30 am. 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

AT ST. ELIZABETH’S: Tues., Wed., Thurs. and first Friday of the month:  9:00 am 
RECONCILIATION at ST. ELIZABETH’S: Saturdays 4 – 4:30 pm or by appointment. 
 
Dear members of our faith community;              Pastor’s corner – Sept. 25, 2022 

With the change in temperature and the leaves on trees beginning 
to change in color we know that we are coming soon to Thanksgiving. 
Our Sunday liturgies are all about Thanksgiving because Eucharist 
means thanksgiving. During this month of honouring the miracle of 
creation and life we thank God for that gift and for the creative power 
which God shares with us and the world. We are invited to break the 
vicious cycle of complains and dissatisfaction with life which surround 
us at times. Instead, we are called to open our eyes, our minds and 
our hearts and in gratitude recognize that we are so blessed. 
Gratitude for who we are and for what we can be leads us to prayer 
and action and to striving for those genuine relationships which we 
know can bring about a better, more peaceful and more just world. In 
the process our anxiety and mental anguish caused by the changes 
and uncertainties of our time diminish. Let Jesus be our teacher in 
such gratitude not only by the Good News he preached but also by 
the graciousness of his living and dying.   

On Tuesday September 13 I met with a representative number of 
parishioners who have been serving on Parish Council or on the Parish 
Finance Committee in order to discuss with them a number of issues 
which affect us this coming fall. Previously I had met with the organizers 
of both Friendly Hours as well as of the Pastoral Visiting Ministry.  

We have reluctantly decided not to restart our important ministries of 
Friendly Hours and the pastoral visits with communion of the sick in the 
parish whether at home, in nursing homes or in hospitals. Most of the 
people involved in these ministries are elderly or vulnerable.  
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There is also continued uncertainty as to what is coming this fall. We will revisit this decision early next year. 
In the meantime Fatima Warner is again organizing a Calling Bee where people connect by phone or/and by e-

mail with parishioners who are either unable or reluctant to come to our Sunday gatherings. Fatima needs help. If 
you are willing to participate, please, contact her. 

It is obvious that we are not as numerous at our celebrations as before Covid. For various reasons about 25-30 
% of the people who used to come to Mass on the weekend are now staying home. We wish to remain connected to 
them in thought and in prayer. Building relationships and strengthening community is an important part of being a 
Christian and we are encouraged to find new ways to do so. If you have suggestions, please, discuss them with 
others and let us know. 

Over the summer I have on several occasions mentioned that we might need to look at our present Mass 
schedule in our Parish because the number of people attending does not warrant three Masses on the weekend. 
Most parishes in the Diocese have had to consolidate the number of Masses. There are still plenty of choices 
available when you look at our geographical area. 

At the same time we have difficulty in ensuring musical and singing accompaniment which is so essential to our 
liturgical celebrations. The present leaders of the music ministry are willing to continue but we need to make sure that 
they enjoy a break from time to time so that they can participate without having always the tension of having to lead.  

Keeping the above in mind I wish to suggest that beginning in November we try to have two weekend Sunday 
Masses both at St. Elizabeth, one on Saturday late afternoon and one on Sunday morning. We could change the 
times of the Masses. Our Lady of Assumption church would not close because I continue to preside at weddings, 
baptisms and small funerals there. I know that not having Mass on Sunday morning at OLA for a while is difficult to 
accept. I too like to celebrate in small more intimate groups. However, we need to come to terms with the reality of 
the times. By all means look at what is happening elsewhere, make positive suggestions, and let us thank each other 
that we are able celebrate together God’s loving and faithful presence among us. 

From September 28 to October 19 I will take time off to see my brother and his family in Winnipeg, to visit my 
Dominican community in Ottawa and in Toronto, and to reconnect with some of the young (also getting older, and 
now, some even being grandparents !!) people with whom I had the privilege to live and journey during the 1970’s 
and 1980’s in Ottawa.  

Henri de Longchamp, a Dominican confrere from Montreal, will replace me during those dates. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND: NEEDS OF THE CANADIAN CHURCH  
 

 
BENEFT CONCERT FOR ALEPPO 
Thank you to everyone who came out to the benefit concert to watch and 
listen to Joseph Shadian play classical piano. It was both educational and 
uplifting! It is great to have such talent in our midst. Thank you Joseph for 
sharing with us and for leading, together with John, Judith and Vera, the 
musical accompaniment at so many Masses in our parish. 
Joseph’s mother Josephine Tepsi, together with Dianne Guglielmi, provided 
goodies and coffee after the 10:30 Mass on Sunday during the month of Sept.  
The piano concert and the coffee fellowship have raised $1770.00 so far. We 
will send these donations to the Blue Marists of Aleppo who help those in 

need in Aleppo, Syria. If you would like to contribute you can still drop off donations at the church office.  
 

 
KIDS CORNER!! Click Here for September 25, 2022 Children's Liturgy 

https://spparish.com/files/docs/the-kids-bulletin-26th-sunday___1.pdf


JAM JARS NEEDED  
Larry and Julie Kirzinger will be starting to make the delicious jelly made from the grapes grown at the 
rectory very soon!  We are in need of another 6 dozen 250 ml mason jars with lids. If you have some 
that you can spare please drop them off either at Our Lady of Assumption or at St. Elizabeth’s. 

 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST this Sunday SEPT. 25 
The Knights of Columbus will be putting on a Pancake Breakfast at St. Elizabeth’s after the 10:30 am Mass this 
Sunday Sept.  25. Adults by donation and children are free. Hope to see you there. 
 
CALLING BEE STARTING SOON! 
It’s been 2 years since our volunteers contacted our parishioners by phone calls to foster community relationships. 
We feel it’s time to reach out once again to people in order to just say “hello”. Because of various circumstances, 
many have not returned to church and although they are not present in the physical sense we continue to pray with 
them and for them. Our volunteers will be calling soon simply to touch base with our community. We are needing 
help with calling people, so if anyone is willing to assist with the calling bee please contact Fatima Warner at 
bfwarner@shaw.ca or by calling: 250-656-8863 
 
OKTOBERFEST with KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: October 28 at 7:00 pm (beer, wine & other drinks at 6:00 pm) 
We are back this year with Oktoberfest! We are making a few changes like more authentic Food (Actual Oktoberfest 
Sausage!).  We will have a firm limit of 120 people in house to make sure there is some social spacing. 
A take-out option (New!) offered where you can order up in advance and pickup later or take with you that evening 
(Same food offering all packed and ready to go!).  This will allow you take something back for a loved one who can 
not attend in person.  
Tickets are not being sold at the door as we want to be sure how many to expect to make the experience the best it 
can be. If we sell out, we sell out and you will have to order the take-out option if you still want.  How Much: $20 a 
person, Kids under 12 ½ price ($10). Contact: Manley McLachlan @ manley@manleymclachlan.com  or 250-857- 
1105  OR  Joe Bourdeau @ bourdeaujoseph@gmail.com or 778-679-2197: to buy tickets but they will also be 
sold at masses in October.  
We will have buns to give kids their Oktoberfest sausage on if they want. 
There will be door prizes that come with both the in-house and takeout tickets, but you will have to be in person to 
win. There will also be a separate prize draw you can buy into.  
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: ITEMS FOR FUTURE GARAGE SALE 
The Knights of Columbus are willing to pick up items for their future garage sale.  Please look around your homes as 
this is a good opportunity to get rid of unused or unwanted items.  We accept most household items including 
furniture.  All items must be in good sellable condition.  No mattresses or clothing items are accepted. For more 
information contact Andre at: 250-588-3580 OR email him at: twolapins@shaw.ca and we can arrange for pick up or 
a delivery to our storage in Brentwood. Your support would be most appreciated. 
 
Parish Mission: St. Andrew’s Cathedral and St. Joseph the Worker Parishes – October 4 to 6, 2022 
Don’t Miss This Great Opportunity!  Fr. Lou Cerulli, a Canadian Catholic priest with Peace, Freedom and Healing 
Ministry, will come to us to share his love of Mary, the Holy Spirit, and his experiences and love of the Eucharist. He 
will celebrate the 12:10pm mass at the Cathedral and 6pm mass at St. Joseph’s with teachings on:  
 October 4th – Mary, Source of our Joy;  October 5th – Mary and the Holy Spirit, WHAT A RELATIONSHIP!! 
 October 6th – Healing in the Eucharist  (followed by Eucharistic Adoration and Blessing). 
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The Diocesan Liturgical Commission is delighted to host a FREE Liturgy Matters Conference:  
With Arms Open Wide: Welcoming God’s People; Oct. 21 – Oct. 22 at St. Edward’s the Confessor, Duncan. 
KEYNOTE:  Mona Goodman; MASS with Bishop Gary Gordon 
Keynote Speaker Mona Goodman, will ground us in hospitality in the liturgical ministries in which we serve.  We will 
have an opportunity for fellowship at our Wine and Cheese social (Friday evening). We will celebrate beautiful liturgy 
and engage in workshops specific to various liturgical ministries. 
There will be something for everyone – Hospitality Ministers, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, 
Leaders of Prayer, Music Ministers, Coordinators of Altar Servers, Family Faith, Environment, Liturgy of the Word for 
Children, and more! For more information and to register, please visit: 
https://armsopenwideliturgymatters.eventbrite.com/ . Transportation by bus from Victoria is being organized for both 
Friday and Saturday. If you are interested in attending please let the parish office know so that we have an idea of 
how many participants from our church there will be. 

 
INDIGENOUS RECONCILATION FUND COMMITTEE NOW ACCEPTING GRANT APPLICATIONS  
The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund Committee of the Diocese of Victoria is pleased to announce they are now 
accepting applications from groups in the Diocese who wish to access the CCCB's Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. 
The Committee includes: Bertha Landrie, a Métis woman living in Victoria; Briana Bear, of Songhees and 
Kwakwa ̱ka ̱ʼwakw family; James Swan, hereditary Chief of Manhousaht; Carmen George, from Penelakut; and Fr. 
Dean Henderson, Pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary in Langford. They are eager to encourage projects from groups 
anywhere on Vancouver Island and the surrounding islands that foster good medicine for people harmed by the 
legacy of residential schools. The attached document, also available at www.rcdvictoria.org/irf, gives information 
about the Fund and how to apply.  If you have any questions, please contact the Committee at irf@rcdvictoria.org or 
250-800-3167. 
 
PARISH  FINANCES 
Two major repair works are being carried out at St. Elizabeth. After about 10 years usage one of the two heat pumps 
on the roof is being replaced at a cost of $ 6,738.00 plus GST. 
A major drainage problem in the northern driveway which caused flooding last November in our driveway and heating 
ducts, was repaired by Earthservice Drainmaster and the City of Sidney. The bill ($ 8,987.01) was less than 
expected. However, the perimeter drains in the area still need to be replaced with a two-pipe PVC drain 
system at an estimated cost of $ 17,250.00 plus tax. This does not include the repaving costs. 
Thank you to Michael Kipot for his advice and for overseeing the project. 

 
We are all affected by the higher cost of living especially those who are on a fixed income; the parish is also. 
As you well know a five or ten dollar bill is worth only a fraction of what it used to be ten or even five years 
ago. If at all possible we would like to continue to be able to reach out and support the several local and 
international communities who are much more in need than we are and whom we have helped for a number 
of years in their essential educational and formation needs. 
Please, remember that our Parish’s financial needs and costs are the same whether you are there on the 
weekend or not. The Parish thanks you for continuing and/or possibly increasing your weekly/monthly 
donations.  Your generosity is helping the Parish to pay its bills and to continue to help people in need. 
Our Lady of the Assumption and St. Elizabeth’s have both received permissible tax exemptions over the 
years. We wish to acknowledge and thank the District of Central Saanich and the Town of Sidney and hope 
they will provide us these grants again next year. We continue to pay municipal taxes on the rectory.    
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