
Pentecost 2020  -   John 20: 19-23 

When we were accustomed to come to church every Sunday Pentecost would have been just another 
Sunday. Our world sees Christmas and Easter to be important because they have to be prepared by 
weeks of advertising, by getting children and adults excited about gifts, festive gatherings, meals, etc.! 
Pentecost: no big deal! And let’s be honest it has become for many Christians not a very big deal.  

Well, I think this year’s celebration of Pentecost in the midst of the Covid -19 pandemic is taking on 
for all of us Christians a greater significance. We are in many ways a bit like the first disciples of Jesus 
who are described in the first reading of the Book of Acts (2:1) as being “all huddled together in one 
place.” They should have been celebrating the Jewish agricultural  Feast of Weeks, fifty days after 
Passover, in order to thank God for all the mighty deeds done by God for them in history. But instead they 
are frightened: they have lost their friend and leader Jesus; they wonder what the future will be like; they 
share their sorrow, questions and doubts.  

Are we any different? In the midst of Covid-19 all attention seems to be placed on the fear and the 
danger of an invisible and destructive enemy, of what we are losing. People share the pain of loss, the 
questions and doubts that come with a new emerging world, a new normal. They wonder what the future 
will be like. Yet, it is in the midst of all that, that humanity shows its resilience, the presence of a spirit 
which brings out the best in humanity. People have come together to give each other support, to find 
exciting and colorful ways to thank first responders, to be of service to others by volunteering, by taking 
risks to protect others. A spirit has surfaced that gives us hope for whatever future lies before us.  

And that is where Pentecost comes into. I suspect that after the initial letdown and grief the first 
disciples of Jesus came to their senses, overcame their fears and began to see the light. In sharing their 
solidarity with each other and being warmed by their memories and their prayers they began to discover a 
deeper meaning to the crisis they were living and that their journey with Jesus had really not ended. They 
shared with each other the joys of having been together with Jesus, their conviction that Jesus was 
someone special, truly a man of God. They started to reconnect to the words that Jesus had spoken to 
them, the teachings that He had shared with them, the deeds that He had done among them and among 
the people, especially the vulnerable. They began to understand and see how all of that was connected to 
the Scriptures and to a faith in a loving and caring God which had been passed to them by their ancestors. 
They realized that they were not alone; that Jesus was still among them calling them forward. Yes, that is 
what Jesus was talking about when he said that He would give them a special gift of an Advocate, a Spirit 
which would breathe new life into them, give them new hope, courage and strength to continue the 
mission which was no longer Jesus’s mission but their mission. Yes, that was truly a breath of fresh air, 
like a wind blowing away the cobwebs in their minds and hearts. 

The Covid-19 pandemic can also breathe new life, if we allow the spirit which has surfaced to 
continue to bring us closer to what is truly important, closer together to each other and to the building of a 
more just and peaceful world. Yes, Pentecost is important because it celebrates the energy, power and 
vital presence of God in our personal lives and in the life of the world. It is that special gift of the Holy Spirit 
which is our heritage and which challenges and empowers us to continue and fulfill Jesus’ mission, 
humanity’s mission to preserve and enhance creation and to build a caring, healing world.   
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